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P R E F A C E. 



NEXT to the difpofitions and man- 
ners of Young Women, thofe of 
Young Men may be regarded as of the 
greateft confequence, both to the prefent 
and future generations. It is certain they 
will be attended with the moft powerful 
influence on that • Sex, whofe empiric is 
univerfal. Their mutual intercourfe in- 
/ieed is evidently much more efficacious^ 
in moulding the minds, and dirediing 
the adtions, of others, than the higheft 
authority, or the wifeft example, of age. 
How deeply fociety will be afFefted by 
Jhe connexions which Young Men (hall 
ibrm, and by the conduct which they fhall 
hold, as they advance, it is not difficult 
to imagine ; nor can it be neceflary to 
prove, that, as the behaviour of indivi- 
duals in their early, days gives for the 
jHoft part a turn to the reft, fo frpm the 



il PREFACE. 



cb^rt£ter, ibf our YoAth in general, 
may prognofticate favourably, or oth 
wife, concerning our own times, and tl 
that fhall more immediately fucceed th< 
For thefe reafons, and others that ri 
not now be ftated, the improvement of 
rifing age in the beft things, has alw 
appeared to me an objeft of the firft m 
tiitude. On this principle Sermons 
Young Women w«re attempt^. Fi 
the generous reception with which t 
were honoiii'ed by the public, many j 
^ons, wbofe j ttdgement I muff ever refp< 
were ittduccd to intimate the moft o' 
ging wi&es that I might proceed to add 
the Y^uth of toy own fex. But fuch 
undertaking was at firft rendered ; 
pofiible by ill health ; ami afterwrai 
When I thought of engaging in it, I h 
tated lortg from real diffidence, 

I readily refledled, that I could add 
little to the large ftores of moral and r 
giousf iriftr-uilion, with which Young R 
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dtipofed to u(e theih were already Atrniihed 
from a variety of quarters : and when I con* 
templafed thofe giddy youth who wan^eci 
admonition moft^ I eallly difcover^d that 
they were leaft inclined to receive it. From, 
the impetuo/ity of their paifions, and th^. 
&rce of their prejudices^ together with the^ 
thoufand artifices that were conftantly em- 
ployed to inflame the former and ftrengthe^ 
the latter, while the voice of Virtuous 
Fciendfliipy and of Doraeftic Wifdom> was) 
either not exerted, or not heard in the di^ 
and tumiilt of the world, nothing fee^mecL 
fo difficult as obtaining the attention q( 
fiich minds to counfel in the fhape of Ser- 
mc^» I well knew with what contempt 
i^id difguft they were tiaught to look on 
evetry thing that bears the name of Preach* 
ing.: nor was I confcious of.pofTeiSng 
ikill fufficient to furmount e^^^ually f(^ 
powerful an obftacle* 

"- The.regard to d^coruqi, which the go- 
pexalltf' of Young WomejQ. deem i( ae« 

. a z 
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ceflary to preferve ; the happy reftrainf 
from many evils, and fubjeftion to iifeful 
rules, which that lays them under ; their 
quick feeling of reputation, and ardent 
defire t6 pleafe by a demeanour at once 
attradive and unblemifhed^ the difFttfiie 
influence of thefe qualities on their wfabk. 
charafters ; the peculiar warmth and Xoft-^' 
nefs of their afFe£bions ; their fuperior 
aptitude for devotion; their prevailing 
feniibility to whatever can entertain the 
imagination, or imprefs the hearty, and) 
perhaps may be added, the lively intereft. 
they take in thofe that are avowedly at-, 
tached to them, as they might perceive I: 
was ; ' ' dll thefe things concurred to fup-i 
ply me with fuch handles in addreiling. 
that fex, as I could not hope to find in the 
other cafe. If, in confequence of fo many 
adyiuitages, my endeavours met with ap- 
probation, it was natural for me to enter- 
tain doubts of fuccefs, where thofe advan- 
tages did not take place ; where, on the con* 
trary, the difiSvantagej were great 5 and 
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vKere this conviftion would be frequently; 
returning to deprefs my ideas, and to damp 
myefibrts* 

It was alfo obvious to confider, that the 
attraftion of novelty was gone; that the 
public is apt to rife in its. demands in 
proportion to its paft indulgence; that 
many would expe£t f6mething better than 
what preceded, without allowing for the 
greater difficulty of the ta(k; and that 
readers of more candour might be dif^ 
appointed, without any blameable dckQ: 
on the part of the writer. He might 
ufe his utmoft diligence in a work, which 
he undertook for reafons apparently good, 
but which from its nature was unavoid- 
ably lefs interefting : or he might make 
the. attempt at a period of life, when affi- 
duity was relaxed, and ardour abated. 

. By reflexions of this fort I was re- 
ftrained for a courfe of years. At lengthy 
however, I aiTumed rqfoluiion from thejre- 
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peated and animating calls of Icindne&f 
and to thoXb Young Men^ who had virtue 
or decency enough to give me. an attefifi 
tive hearing, I applied myfelf from the 
Pulpit in a feries of Difcourfes, which I 
meant afterwards to publiili. Nor did 1 
meet with any thing inaufpicious on the 
occafion) the ufual audience being, from 
that time, increafed by a number of fucfa^ 
whofe ap^obation. was not more encou** 
raging^ than their attendance was regular 
and ferious. But on weighing yet further 
the circumflances before mentioned,! fixed 
at laft on the plan now executed, in which 
I haveftudied to accommodate myfelf alfo 
to the 'gayer part of my youthful friends, 
for whofe happinefs, as well as for that of 
the graver, I fhall always be foUicitous, 
without giving up a fingle point of true 
religion, or found morality. 

It has been my aim to engage the hearts, 
no lefs than the underftandings, of my 
hearers, in favour of truth and goodness. 
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CUrious fpeculations, learned enquities, 
philofo()bical difquifitiom, or the diftin(> 
tions of a metaph]rfical Divinity, did not 
Mter into ' iiiy ^%n. If they had, they 
Inight have been eafily extraded from a 
fttoderatef library. But, partly to imprefs 
kpon-'the youthful tiiind, fikntiments of 
^ety -and iwbrth, partly 'to warn k againft 
the mifchiefs to which it is moft expofed in 
H ftate of public manners highly corrupt 
and feducing, was my chief endeavour. ^ 

' Is^ih under I ittle apprehen Aon, that thofe 
\vhb join liberality of fentiment to feriouf- 
nefs of principle, will J^ejeft the friendly 
eounfels hei^ prefented, becaufe they arc 
Tiot intr^wiuCed with Texts of Scripture, 
becaufe Uiey are not fettered by the fbr-t 
tnalities of method, or yet becaufe they are 
accompanied with iiluftrations, remarks^ 
and modes of compel lation, more familiar, 
lefs folemn, and nearer the level of com- 
mon life, than have been often adopted in 
•grave jdiiCcourfes. 
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. It wSl be imderfiDod, tbit I fpcak to 
Young Men at large^ as fbnning one nu- 
merous Atkmhlj^ which I fuppofe tg he 
piefi^nty and whofe prdcnce I feel to be an 
objed of importance and animation. I only 
except the hypocritical bigot, the profligate 
infidel, and the ma!e%'clent detrader. For 
them I profeis no zed : on them I can 
fiamp no impieffion ; and firom them I ex- 
pc£t no quarter, if they fhould chance to 
mi^ with my hearers. 

It Will likewife be perceived, that thefe 
Two Volumes comprife but a portion of 
my fubjeiS^, which appears on the fiight- 
cft furvey both comprehenfive and vari- 
ous. To do it but tolerable juftice, many 
topics of much moment will afterwards 
require our coniideration, if it fhall pleafe 
Heaven to aiFord leifure and ability. 



ERRATA. 

Vol. 41. Page 15, Line I4,yj7r rudeft, read rnQvc^. 
........ Page 365, Line 20, for trefpafs, read ttAaX- 
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A D D R E S S I. 



ON THE 



HESPECT J>UE TO YOUNG MEN, 



WHETHER 1 confider you, whom I 
have now the pJeafure of addrcff- 
ing, as individuals, or a part of fociety ; 
as entering on the theatre of life, or de- 
figned for a higher exiftence when you 
leave it.; as poflefied of great advantages, 
fubje£t to many difficulties, or expofed to pe- 
culiar temptations ; I am deeply impreffed 
r with your importance, and tenderly anxi- 
ous for your welfare- Thus, indeed, I 
have long felt with regard to you ; and to 
merit your efteem by promoting your im- 
provement, your reputation, and your hap- 
pinefs, has long been an objeft of my am- 
bition* 

B z 



4 ADDRESS L 

Will you hearken to me, then, as \ 
brother and a friend, whilft I endeav< 
with freedom and afFeftion, with fam 
arity and refpeft at the fame time, to < 
gage your thoughts on a variety of top 
clofely connefted with your parti<:ular c 
cumftanccj;, and your beft interefts ? I p 
tend to no influence, but thatof perfuafu 
and to no authority, but that of truth. 
is not my intention to indulge Indifc 
minate fat ire, or general dcclamati 
againft vice and folly, without any < 
ftincSion of charafters, or any view to 1 
•principles and manners of the age. I mc 
not to burden your memories with 1 
minute fubdivifions of fcholaftic meth( 
or to perplex your underftandings w 
the unfatisfaftory fubtilties of thcologi 
debate. Yet lefs would I feek to mifl( 
your imaginations by the phantoms o: 
wild enthufiafm, or chill your hearts 
the gloomy fpecSlres of fuperftition. 1 
from wiftiing to debar you from any 
nocent delight, I propofe to fhow, by wl 
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means you may aftually multiply your 
pleafures, and enjoy with the higheft re- 
tifli, to the largeft extent, and for the 
longeft term^ every gratification becoming 
your nature,, and fuited to your ffate. 

Our fyftem, neverthelefs, may appear 
to be fomewhat unfafliionable. But it' 
you will honour us with your attention, 
we doubt not of being able to convince' 
jou, that in reality it implies nothing 
vulgar or illiberal ; that it requires not a 
fingle aftion, word, look, or thought, 
of which you can have reafon, in any com- 
pany, or on any occafion, to be afliameJ. 
Neither, as I hope, will you find us, in the 
profecution of our plan, ftrift without ne- 
ceffity, or fevere without caufe. We are 
willing. Gentlemen, to make every can- 
did allowance for the imbecillity of human 
nature, like thofe who feel themfelves 
men 5 and for the gaiety of juvenile minds» 
like thofe who remember that they alfo 
^irerc once young. When the cleareft rules 
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of duty oblige us to remonftrate, and our 
warnings are feconded by the moft awful 
ran<5tions of religion, even then we would 
temper admonition with tendernefs, and 
engage you to embrace infl:ru£lion chiefly 
from ingenuous motives ; always regret- 
ting when we are compelled to enforce it 
by confiderations lefs attraftive, but never 
afluming the air of a tutor, or adopting 
the flyk of thofe that afFe6l " to have do- 
** minion over your faith, inftead of being 
** helpers of your joy.'* 

*' Young Men exhort to be fober- 
** minded — Intreat the Younger Men as 
*^ Brethren" — were the directions given 
by an Apoftle to two Evangelifts, who 
were both his pupils and his friends, re- 
fpc(5ling the manner in which they fhould 
treat the Youth of their days. You will not 
fay, that this was the language of a bigot. 
A bigot, you are fenfible, is the avowed 
enemy of all moderate counfels. A con- 
defcending difpofition, an obliging de* 
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meanour, he neither praftifes nor com- 
mends. His fancy is too much heated to 
regard the meafures of common, fenfe, or 
the laws of focial life, in matters of fpiri- 
tual concern ; and his judgement is too nar- 
row to comprehend the extenfive objefts of 
religion and humanity* Such a man does 
not exhort, but diSate, docs not intreat, 
but command ; and as for the plain unpre- 
tending virtues of prudence and fobriety, 
a temperate mind and a difcreet behaviour, 
what are they, to him who is intoxicated 
with a conceit of his fuperior fanftity and 
wifdom ? How different was- the charadler 
of Saint Paul! 

Formerly, indeed, he too had been a 
blind and furious zealot : but, from the 
time that he imbibed the meek and lowly 
.fpirit, with the enlarged and generous 
principles, of his new Mafter, no one 
could be more mild or unafiuming, mor<e 
ftri(Sly attentive to the rights of mankind, 
m more fweetly follicitous for their falvsa- 

B iV 
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tion. ** Young Men exhort *^-4ta 

what ? To difplay their courage, or their 
zeal, by perfecuting thofe who differ from 
them, by deftroying God's creatures in 
God's name, as he had done when himfelf 
a young man ; or yet to evidence their vir- 
tue and their piety by renouncing all ter- 
reftrial enjoyments, relinquifliing all fecu- 
lar connexions, and being unprofitable to 
others under the pretence of faving them- 
felvcs ? No J but to be *' Sober-minded,'* 
that is to fay, regular and confiderate, 
careful to govern their paflions, improve 
their faculties, and prepare for performing 
with diligence and difcretion their duty ta 
focicty.-P— r-But however important or ne- 
ceflary fuch advice may appear, it mufl: 
never be obtruded with officioufnefs, or 
preiTed with afperity ; it mufl: ftill be 
prompted by a benevolent difpofition, and 
flill accompanied with an amiable addrcfs. 
This enlightened man well knew that the 
human mind revolts againfl: all violent at- 
tempts to controul her 3 that fhe requires 
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to have her reafon convinced by argument, 
and her afFeftion engaged by kindnefs ; that 
her innate pride is (hocked at thofe who- 
would prefume to tutor her witb rigour ; 
that both the fpirit and the impatience of 
Youth in particular are apt to rebel, where 
authority, however founded, is not foftene<f 
by gentlenefs, or rather where the mafter 
is not happily concealed in the friend ; but 
that much may be done by him who haft 
the fkill to graft inftruftion upon ingenuity,, 
and to gain the confidence of his difciples by 

ufing them well. ** Intreat the Young 

** Men as Brethren^" Regarding them 
as the rational offspring of your common. 
Parent, as members of the fame great fa- 
mily with you, initiated in the fame di- 
vine faith, and deftined to the fame im- 
mortal fellowfhip, avoid in your reprooft,. 
admonitions, and counfels, whatever might 
tend to difguft or difcourage them: let 
candour and benignity reign in all : be- 
feech, obteft, conjure them to be wife, to 
be good, to be happy : let your arguments 
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breathe, throughout, the heart-felt earnoff-^ 
nefs, the whole beautiful flame of frater- 
nal and chriftian friendflaip. In fhort, St^ 
Paul was thoroughly acquainted with hu- 
man nature and human life. In this in- 
ftance he difcovers not more concern foF 
the edification and felicity of Young Men, 
than knowledge of their, confequence, cha- 
rafter, and fituation. I faid. Their Con- 
fequence,. Charafter, and Situation. What 
thefe are, let us now briefly recoiled.. We 
juft hinted at them in the beginning. A 
flight illuftration of each will furnifh fuf- 
ficient motives for the warmeft exertions 
of zeal on. our part, and for an afFedtion^ 
ate concurrence with thofe exertions on 
yours*. 

Could we fuppofe to exifl: upon earth a 
reafonable being, who was doomed after a 
few years to drop into nothing ; fl:ill you- 
will allow, that to render him, even for 
fo fliort a fpace, happier in any refpecEt, 
v(ould be no contemptible exercife of 
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kindnefs. Minds endowed wkh the leaft 
humanity cannot but derive fatisfaftion 
from imparting it, in whatever degree.. But 
how are the obligations to benevolence ex- 
tended and ftrengthened, when, it is confi- 
dered that every individual of the human 
race was made for immortality, and con- 
tains in his frame capacities of growing 
delight through every ftage of his exift- 
ence ! On this comprehenfive and eleva- 
ting fyftem, it niay be affirmed, that to 
awaken the love of virtue and knowledge 
in any fingle breaft, is, befide conferring 
a prefent benefit of the moft valuable fort, 
to ferve a future intereft, as much fu- 
perior to the temporary falvation of a ftate, 
or the mere external welfare of all man- 
kind, as the felicity poffeffed by one foul 
through an endlcfs duration, muft amount 
to a fum greater than any poffible accumu- 
lation of good, that can be enjoyed by any 
imaginable number of men through pe- 
riods bounded by time. But of fecuring 
Jthis objedl, it is acknowledged on all 
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hands, there are many more probabilities 
in the days of youth than in later years*. 
Of what immenfe moment then muft it 
appear, to advance the happinefs, by ad* 
vancing the improvement, of- a numerous 
race, fuftaining, as Young Men do or will 
fuftain, a great diverfity of relations, and 
formed^ as they are in common witk 
others, to exift for ever ! 

You, my honoured hearers, conftitute 
a large, an eflential, and a capital branch 
of the human fpecies. You are, or you 
expedl to be, united with fociety by a. 
thoufand ftrong, and a thoufand tender 
ties. The bofoms of your parents, kin- 
dred, and friends, are at this moment 
throbbing with anxiety on your accounts 
In your lot is involved the lotof multi- 
ttides. You have the power of commu- 
nicating bleflings or woes innumerable^ 
inexpreffible, inconceivable. The efFe£ts, 
v/hich your behaviour in particular will 
produce on the conduct, difpofitions^ 
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xeputation, and peace or wretchednefs of 
the other fex, are not to be told. To you 
your country turns her impatient e)re, 
eager to find in your perfons her hope, her 
proteftion, and her boaft ; well knowing 
that flie muft rife or fink as you Ihall 
iupport and adoni, or difgrace and betray 

her. While I thus fpeak, I fancy that 

I fee you fhooting up into fathers, maf- 
ters, men of bufinefs, teachers, tutors, 
guardians of youth, phyficians, lawyers, 
<livines, magiftrates, judges, legiflators, or, 
to fay the whole at once, into ufeful 
members of a mighty ftate, through all 
its variety of departments, which you 
may in the progrefs of life be called to 
-fill. When your predeceflbrs retire from 
the fcene, are unfitted for aftion, or num- 
bered with the dead, it is you who muft 
/upply their places, and carry on the fyf- 
tem of human affairs. With refpeft to 
many, there is reafon to fuppofe, that 
the greater part of your days is yet befori^ 
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you. But who can fay how much tt$ 
pleafures, or its pains, may be increafsd 
or diminiflied by your prefent deport- 
ment ? When the eventful ftory is ended 
with your lives, it will be refumed in 
your pofterity. Your influence, my 
friends, will reach to fucceeding ages. 
Namelefs generations will, in no fmall 
degree, receive their turn and character, 
confequently their happinefs or mifery, 
from the conduft which you fhall purfue, 
and from the principles which you fhall 
propagate. If your memories fhould be 
handed down to future times, you will be 
bleffed as the benefaftors, or execrated as 
the pefts, of humanity : and, to finifli the 
account, when the world fliall hear of 
your conduft and principles no longer, 
when the world itfelf fhall be no more, 
their final refult in relation to yourfelves, 
and millions of your fellow creatures, 
will be nothing lefs than everlafling de- 
dlrudion, or life eternaL 
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TIas the Almighty beftowed upon yon 
fuch marks of importance, and is it pof- 
fible for us not to be ftruck with them ? 
Whilft earth and heaven, whilft mortal 
and immortal powers, are beholding you 
with earneft expeftation, and awful fuf- 
peiife, can we remain unconcerned fpec- 
tators ? Senfibility, benevolence, religion, 
forbid ! 

Have not all the beft minds, and moft 
virtuous nations, ever taken a deep inter- 
eft in the fentiments, tempers, and man- 
ners, of Young Men ? Have not the judge- 
ment ^d learning, the experience and 
policy of ages, united in training them 
to knowledge, virtue, and glory ? Where 
is the fubjeft, that has employed more 
able or more eloquent pens, than their 
education ? And, if we fpeak of Scripture, 
what fhall we fay of the attention paid 
them by many of the infpired writers, 
particularly by the man renowned above 
^1 others for his wifdom, of which he 
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has in a manner exhautled the treafiira 
that Young Men might fhare them? He, 
indeed, appears to have been peculiarly 
affected ' with a fenfe of their confe* 
qucnce, and alfo to have poflefled a 
profound infight into their chara&rs» 
the leading lines of which his inftnic- 
tions, warnings, and encouragements, have 
almoft conftantly in view. 

It has been long obferved, that befide 
the difference of form and appearance fuf- 
ficiently vifible for the moft part, the fcve- 
ral periods of life, from the commencement 
of reafon, may commonly be difcriminated 
from one another by a certain caft of 
thought and difpofition proper to each. 
Among the reft, we naturally expefl to 
find in Young Men a lively fancy, a ready 
underftanding, a retentive memory, a refo- 
lute fpirit, a warm temper and tender af- 
fections, a quick fenfe of honour and dif- 
grace, an irrefiftible love of adtion and en- 
•terprife, an ambition to be admired ani 
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praifed, efpecially for their probity, their 
manhood/ their generofity, their friend- 
Ihip, their good-nature and other virtues 
•of that order, with a deteftation and difdain 
of the oppofite vices. In them too we na- 
turally expeft to difcover a ftrong pro'pen- 
fity to amufement, ' company, and imita- 
tion J a high relifli of exiftence, fanguine 
hopes of happinefs, exalted ideas of the 
world ; candour and truth, extending even 
to an honeft bluntnefs and an eafy credu- 
lity; a keen appetite for pleafure ; arreftlefs 
attachment to the other Sex, with an ar- 
dent defire of their approbation ; an impa- 
tience ■ of controul, a thirft for liberty, 
an eagcrnefs of information ; a paffion for 
^hat is wonderful, curious, or new. 

TBut human nature is infinitely varied. 
In numbers of youth many of thefe qua- 
lities are either not found at all, or in a 
di^l Very feeble degree ; and in none are they 
e:^! ^liverfally found alike ftrong. Even 
a3i| '#here they do cxift witii confiderable forcc^ 
Vox. L C 
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neareft relations ; ofen from rank and 
uence ; and^ alas ! how often from an 
ication deplorably negleded, or grofsly 
[taken ! Where indeed is the wonder, 
ill thefe, meeting with the warmth and 
acity, the confidence znd inexperience, 
: want of fufpicion and therefore the 
nt of guard — fhall I add, the unthinking 
hnefs and the ungrounded conceit too 
nmon to youth, Ihould render your 
lation exceedingly critical and hazar-* 
us ? 

Your Situation will recur to our re- 
:mbrance fo frequently, that I ihM 
ly touch upon it now, as it is afFe<Eted 

the charafter and circumftances of the 
les. From the fnares juft fpecified, wc 
ift not flatter ourfelves, that youth could 

wholly fecure in any period confiftent 
th an advanced ftate of fociety. But 
10 does not fee, that, in an age fo deeply 
d fo widely corrupted as the prefent, 
ofe temptations are ftrengthened and 

C 2 
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multiplied to an extraordinary pitch? 
Who does not fee, that they operate every 
where, at this day, with a power more 
and more alarming, but chiefly in rich and 
populous cities, and mod of all in the 
metropolis, which, like other capitals of 
great nations, when arrived at a certain 
point of rcfmcment, lofes in principles 
and morals, as it gains in extent and 
fplendor, and is becoming every day t 
wider theatre of luxury, profanenefs, and 
profligacy ? 

Contemplate for a moment the enor- 
mous growth of public diverfions, the 
peculiarly dangerous tendency of fome of 
them, the prodigious influx of wealth 
which not long fince took place for a 
courfe of years; the fpirit of difSpa- 
tion, idlenefs, debauchery, extravagance^ 
which thefe have engendered and propar 
gated ; with their infeparable attendants, 
a difrcgard for the ordinances and principles 
of religion, for the authority of laws, ani 



ADDRESS I. 21 

cveir. for„the reftraints of decorum ; a quick 
^ecay of patriot zeal,>a rapid progrefs of 
venal dependanccy and a want of vigour 
and diligence, or of capacity and fkill, in 
applying the means of reformation, 
amongft our magiftrates, our clergy, and 
ear teachers in different ways ; or, to 
film up the account at large, a general 
and hitherto unexampled relaxation of 
maxims and manners amongft all con- 
ditions of men» Sucli is the ftate of 
things in which you, my Young Friends, 
are deftiiled to live. Who, that has the 
imalleft degree of feeling or reflexion, can 
behold you placed on fo dreadful a pre- 
cipice, and not tremble for your fafety I 

In this fituation what is to be dpne ? 
Indolence would anfwer,. Nothing at all,, 
©r nothing efFeftual. Spleen would fug- 
geft, that the world is not worth the 
mending. Superftition would^ with dole- 
ful accent, doopi all but a handful to 
inevitable deftruflion : and Bigotry would 



p.x A D D R E S S r. 

aflcrt, with a fierce air and peremptory 
tone, that it is impoiltble for any to be 
faved without an implicit faith in one 
favourite fyftcm, to the utter exclufion 
of all others. But your good qualities, 
my refpedlcd auditors, and a joyful affiance 
in the Almighty Former of the humafl 
heart, encourage us to hold a different 
^ ^nguage, and to hope that notwitbftand- 
ing whatever diverfity of opinions in 
points of inferior moment, notwithftand« 
ing a thoufand powerful temptations 
which you are under of *' following a 
*' multitude to do evil," notwithftanding 
innumerable fpecious but wrong elections 
which you daily witnefs, you may yet bl 
induced to *'chufe the good part," and to 
purfue without delay the only path of fc- 
curity and glory. 

Thus then we would exhort and intreat 

you. If the fentiments of probity and 

excellence, which Heaven has imprcflcd 

. on the tender mind, defervc to be re* 
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■ Ipefted J if it becomes you to cheriffi your 
* worthieft and fineft feelings ^ if the palm 
of honour, fairly won^ can pleafe the 
youthful breaft ; if the praife of virtue 
can awaken your ambition ; if honeft love 
can gratify your wifhes, or your bofoms 
can glow with the fervour of friendfliijJ ; 
if the manly and magnanimous partfhould 
ftill be preferred to the mean and the efFe- 
minate; if humility be both decent and 
wife; if piety be the higheft obligation 
of man, his greateft improvement, and 
his ftrongeft fecurity; if there be any 
beauty in fenfibility,. any fweetnefs in 
candour, any noblenefs in liberality, any 
genuine attraction in unreproved delight, 
or any hollownefs and deformity in cri- 
minal indulgence ; if there be aught en- 
gaging in amiable converfation, in a cour- 
teous behaviour, in the fpirit and accom- 
plifhments of a gentleman ; if knowledge 
Be pleafant to the foul, and the love of li- 
berty be more than a name ; to thefe con— 
(derations^ and whatever is moft infpiring; 

e 4, 
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in the faith of religion, or glorious 
hope of immortality, I would befpeal 
ndiii attention. Upon fucfa fubjei^ 
others conncded with them, I mean 
tlrefs you i n the beft manner I am abl 
from the beft motives. May the Su 
of Beings blefs the attempt, and gn 
t^ Jfclicity of contiibuting to yours 
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THE REVERENCE 



WHICH 



YOUNG MEN ow* to THEMSELVES, 



MY HONOURED FRIENDS, 

TO fet forth your importance in life^ 
in fociety, in the general fyftem, to 
point out the good qualities which you 
have received from the Fountain of Good- 
nefs, and to demonftrate the Refpeft with 
which you ought, on both accounts, to 
be treated, was the chief obj eft of the pre- 
ceding Addrefs* To explain and enforce 
the Reverence which, on many accounts, 
you owe to Yourfelves, is the purpofe of 
the prefent* At the tribunal in your own 
breads, I am to plead your caufe. It is 
^the caufe of Humanity, and of Heaven. 
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After afferting the regard due to you fStonr- 
others, and confcious as I am of paying it. 
among the reft, I fhould be forry to fee 
you forget your jufi confequence,,or aft as 
if you did. 

Is there danger then, that youth fhould 
treat themfelves with difrefped? Have 
they not often been accufed of magnifying, 
their dignity in their own opinion, as well 
as claiming from others a degree of efteem 
to which their right was not very clear I 
Let us diftinguifh« 

That young man who pretends to more 
merit than he pofleffes, or who values 
I imfelf on trifles which imply none, will, 
from the difcerning, draw contempt inftead 
of honour. In the eagernefs of his pur- 
fuit after praifes which he does not de- 
ferve, he will be apt to overlook the 
advantages which he really has, and to 
negleft the cultivation of thofe virtues with- 
which he was endowed by the Author of his 
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Tframe. On the other hand, he who pays 

Jiimfelfjuftrrfpeft will generally bid faireft 

»to meet it from others. It is impoffible feri- 

'Oufly to defpife a dignified behaviour j and 

-the very wretch, who afFedlis to laugh at a 

•charadlcr truly honourable, cannot help at 

the fame moment feeling within himfelf 

inferiority and awe. 

Among the profoundeft and the nobleft 

maxims of ancient philofophy, we may 

fairly reckon that which inculcated 

; Self-reverence. Perhaps, Gentlemen, it is 

one of the firft and moft comprehenfive 

fcules of right praftice* Thofe that are 

Jiabitually afraid of offending againft the 

beft convi(9:ions of their own hearts, will 

not often go far wrong, at whatever 

j)eriod of life : but thofe that follow 

this direftion early, before their fenti- 

ments have had time to be perverted by 

cthelr pafllons, or warped by the world, 

are furely leaft cxpofed to deviation- 
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In truth) I conceive that your con^ 
duft, my young auditors, will, throu^ 
the whole of your future progrefs, be very 
much regulated by the light in which you 
yiew yourfelves at fetting out. If you 
eftabliih it now, for a facred and invari- 
able principle, to follow, as nearly as 
your nature and fituation will permit, 
that elevated ftandard of reftitude which 
your Creator has raifed within you, and 
never to- fink greatly beneath your origi- 
nal rank, and glorious deftination, as intel- 
ligent, focial, and immortal beings ; is there 
not reafon to hope, you will in that cafe per- 
form your parts worthily ? If, on the con-r 
trary, forgetting what you are, and for what 
end fo diftingviiflied, you fail to cherifh or 
regard your innate perceptions of probity 
and greatnefs ; if even ftriving to fupprefs 
thjem, when repugnant to the lower pro- 
penfities of your make, you labour to 
perfuade yourfelves, that you were formed 
chiefly for the gratification of thefe laft, 
;andchufe accordingly the path to wbidi 
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they point ; what is then to.be expeSed ? 
J^ would rather you fhould anfwer the 
queftion than myfelf. That about which - 
I am raoft foilicitaus on this occafion, is 
tp trace the Foundation, and fhow the 
Neceflity, of that Reverence with which 
you ou^ht habitually to obferve and obey 
the higheft diftates and the pureft Feelings 
of your own minds. 

There is not perhaps any term more 
familiar in the mouths of youth, efpeci-. 
ally amongft thofe of better condition, . 
than Honour. ,But have they well con- 
fidered.its meaning? Do they carefully 
difcriminate ..between that honour which 
refers to public opinion, and that which 
refults from felf-efteem ? Say, my bro- 
thers, do you never forget, that the firft 
is fti/pended on prepoffeflions and fancies 
more variable than the winds, more reft- 
lefs than the waves ; and that the laft, 
when rightly underftood, is built on 
truths and conclufions immutable as God 
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himfelf, and unfhaken as his throne ? Ia 
the latter, which is the proper fignifica- 
tion of the word. Honour includes Vir-? 
tue, and beftows its fancl:ion upon that 
only. In the former, which is the com- 
mon acceptaticMi of this term, it does not 
neceffarily include Virtue, and its fuf- 
frage is frequently given to Vice. But 
can you be at any lofs, which to prefer ? 
Can you doubt for an inftant, whether 
you fhall depend on your own approba- 
tion, or the applaufe of others ; whether 
you (hall be enflaved to the prejudices and 
caprices of the multitude, often changing 
and ever uncertain, or appear refpeftable 
to yourfelves by a behaviour which fome- 
thing within you will always pronounce 
worthy, excellent, noble ? 

I faid. Something within you. For, 
pray obferve, we would not now fend you 
back to academies and colleges, for a fyf- 
tem of morality founded on deep fpecula- 
Cion, wrought out by flow dedudlion, or 
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lllored up by laborious argument. A 
fyftem more .obvious and fimple, perhaps^ 
too not lefs fatisfadory and perfuafive^ 
you will find nearer home, God has 
eftablifhed in your breaft. Sir, a fchool 
of far fuperior authority to any merely 
human ^ committing you to the care of 
Confcience, his awful reprefentative. If 
you will liften with docility to this divine 
teacher, you fliall feldom err in any fun- 
damental point of virtuous practice* 

I fpeak not now of religious obligations 
ftri£Uy fo called, which muft be the fub- 
jcA of future confideration, and which 
the fchool of Chrift alone can teach in. 
perfe£tion« I would only remark in the 
mean time, that, as this latter fchool 
corroborates and enforces the leflbns 
taught in the former, fo no fooner is 
unbiased reafon made acquainted with 
the new relations, and mighty objcds, 
difcovered in the other, than Confcience 
perceives and acknowledges the duties 
Vol. I. li 



54 ADDRESS H. 

thence arifing : his fphere of zStton U 
only enlarged ; his power and import^ 
ance are increafed ; he difcerns with more 
^uicknefs, feels with greater purity, and 
diAates in a tone of majefty unknown 
4>efore : in (hort, this home tutor becomes 
much more enlightened, and venerable, in 
the cxcrcife of an authority originally de- 
rived from the Parent of all. 

To vary the allufion, the Sovereign 
Hulcr has creftcd in every mind a tribu- 
nal, where the fame delegated power pre* 
fides in his name, judging and determin-r 
ing on the great queftions of right and 
wrong, honourable and bafe, with a pre-* 
cifion that cannot eafily be miftaken, an 
expedition that admits of no delay, and a 
Solemnity that none can flight but at their 
peril. 

To this high court we appeal from the 
decifions of Vice and Folly. We will 
jibide by the fcntence, which Confcicjico 
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iOiaH pafs^ in every momeiitou& czSt 
where moral obligation is concerned ^ 
which he fhall pafs, not in confequence 
of a minute examination or long trtal^ 
tuit on the leaf): attentive recolle<^ion at 
the very firft moment of coolnefs* 

Now, for example, that you are not 
difturbed by the tumidt of the world, or 
deluded by the fophiftry of the paiSons^ 
tell me at once. In what light juftice^ 
generoiity, friendihip, fidelity, fortitude^ 
modefly, felf-command, virtuous love^ 
public fpirit, univerfal kindnefs — in what 
light thefe qualities appear to you, asfoon 
as they are named, and without regard 
to particular fituations,.or remote effed:s ? 
Which of you will ftand forth, and fay, 
in the face of this aiTembly, in the face 
of the Internal judge, in the face of all- 
infpe£ling Heaven, that thefe qualities 
imply any thing reproachful or mean, 
my thing of which a man of fentiment 
and honour ihould ever J)e .afhamed \ fjc 
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that their contraries can ever defervc 
cfteem ? 

• I have already hinted, that, to decide 
fairly on this fubjeft, there is no need of 
nice diftinSions, fubtle difquifitions, or 
metaphyfical refinements. Were thefe 
indeed wanted, what would beciwnc of 
Imman Beings engaged in afiion, involved 
in uncertainty, and environed with fnares? 
•But as they are not wanted, fo men never 
fly to them, in the praftice of life, when 
they wifh to follow, with honefty and 
iimplicity, the fpontaneous uncorrupted 
diftates of the heart* 

The law which God has written there, 
appears in charafters fo legible, and fo 
large, that, to ufe the language of a pro- 
phet, " he who runs may read." He who 
does not, has moft probably turned away 
his eye on purpofe, left he (hould fee 
fomething that might check him in bis 

• Career 3 and he who does, but endeavours 
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to wreft the fenfe, or render the intentioa: 
dubious, has reafon to look upon himfelf a&. 
no better than a hireling counfellor, or. 
kackneyed pleader, who fpeaks not the lan- 
guage of truth and juftice, but fludies to 
fcrve his client at the expence of both-, 
yhe client, in this cafe, is Appetite or 
Intereft. If either of thefe fhould retain: 
j* you. Sir, to puzzle fo plain a caufe, I 
:•. will refer it to the firft boy we meeU 

* # 

• I will draw, in his hearing, an upright 
fipid honourable charafler, contraft it with 
Its oppoflte, make ufe of no art or colour- 
r ing in either, and, without delivering any 
r: Judgement of my own to biafs him, I will 
;.al|^.his opinion of both, and reft the whole 
(Qfi that iftue. He will not fail to declare 
iaftantaneoufly for the former; and, if 
{K>flefled of a foul more than commonly 
LV^Il born, he will declare with a noble 
Jirarmth, from the generous unftudied im- 
fe of his own affeftions. Even while 
jWi drawing the two charafters, you 
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fliall perceive bis eyes fparkling with de- 
light^ and glowing with indignation, hy 
turns* But who can defcribe the raptures 
and emotions that fucceflively fwell and 
fire the breaft of fuch a youth, at reprefen^ 
tationsof this kind, thus purfued and diver- 
fified, through a feries of interefting events^ 
whether real or imaginary ? 

To mention but one example of eacb 
fort, amongft innumerable that might be 
produced : what think you of the hiftory 
of Jofeph ? What have you not felt in 
following that extraordinary young man 
through all the wonderful windings of his 
lot, and contemplating the gentle and 
heroic virtues which he alternately dif- 
played, in the depth of perfecution, and 
the height of advancement ? WitnefSy 
again, what fome of you have doubtleis 
crxperienced in perufing that well known^ 
but never fufficiently celebrated work of 
the incomparable Fenelon, The Adven* 

ires of Tckmacbus, in which is cofiw 
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hlned every thing that can captivate the 
fancy, or ravifh the heart, with the Iqv^ 
of Goodnefs. 

But the truth is, that neither the graces 

of a fublime imagination, nor any lingular 

excellence of temper, are neceffary to dif*- 

cover the beauty of this illuftrious fomt. 

Say in fo n^any words, that a man is iinr 

cere and companionate, . generous and 

brave, difinterefted and magn^imous ; 

,where is the wretch fo hardened in vice, 

that his confcience fhall not, in fpite of 

himfelf, revere the exalted image ? What 

numbers, alas ! pine and languifh inwardly 

for that worth which they have not the 

refolution to court, fighing, if we may 

fo fpeak, in the bofom of infamy, for 

thofe attractions of excellence and honour, 

which they are confcious they fhall never 

poffefs ! ^ 

Such are always their own accufers# 
They live at variance with themfelves^ 

P4 
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unhappy in not being able to quell the 
bofom- tyrants to which habit has en- 
thralled them 5 more unhappy in finding 
it impoifible to efcape the bitter upbraid- 
ings with which Nature purfues them for 
the injuries done to her. Divided^ dif- 
traded, torn in pieces, between their paf- 
iions and their fentiments, they difpute 
the vices which they indulge, they love 
and hate the fame thing, they condemn 
their criminal pleafures the inftant after 
they have tafted them. No, my hearers, 
there is not amongft you all a fmgle indi- 
vidual, who living in diforder, can fecrctly 
juftify it to himfelf, whatever he may pre- 
tend to others. Such pretence is mere 
talk, ** great fwelling words of vanity," 
to every one of which his heart gives the 
lye. The internal witnefs can never be 
corrupted : the voice within will plead 
for Virtue, however forfaken or opprefled: 
the Heaven-taught advocate may be over- 
borne by noife and violence, may be dif- 
couraged and filenced for a time, but will 
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fooner or later find opportunities of fpeak-* 
ing up, and in a manner more terrible 
than thunder burfting unexpected in the 
midft of a calm. 

Above twenty years after Jofeph*s un* 
natural brethren had treated him with 
fuch complicated barbarity, affli£lion 
awakened in them the pang of remorfe ; 
and at the very conjunSure when they 
wanted comfort moft, Confcience arofe> 
and turned upon them with tenfold fury. 
**They faid one to another. We are 
*' verily guilty concerning our brother, 
** in that we faw the anguifli of his foul, 
*' when he befought us, and we would 
*' not hear : therefore is this diftrefs come 
** upon us," 

Think not, infatuated youth, who in 
the greatnefs of your ftrength, and the 
gaiety of your fpirits, are going aftray, 
who yefterday perhaps rioted in the haunts 
of intemperance, and purpofe this night 
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to repeat the ignominious fcene, think not 
that you fhall always elude the reproaches 
of your own breaft. *' Your fins will find 
** you outi" and the invifihlc reprover^ that 
faw them) will reckon with you in a ilyle 
4rhich you may ^ffcSt to defpife, but 
which will pierce your heart to its inmoft 
convi&ions* 

I know it has been faid, that all this 
is the efie£t. of laws and inftitutions, of 
authority or education. But furely they 
who fay fo do not believe themfelves: 
furely they feel the caufe to lie much 
deeper; and muft be confcious, that no 
external influence could ever bring them 
in good earneft, and on calm refleftion, 
to approve of vice, or repent of virtue. I 
will readily allow, that fuch things have 
a confiderable efficacy in forming the opi- 
nions, and moulding the manners, of 
men ; in either improving or invigorating 
the native fenfe of right and wrong, or 
-weakening and gyerlayiog it^ according 
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0B they are vAk and fidutary, or the re-r 
f^rfe. Neither dicyl deny, that the fitua^* 
6on and cuflomis^ the religion and lawsy 
rf difierent countries, may produce dif- 
fnent ideas of duty in many particular 
cafes ; or thaty v^ejce reafon is milled, or 
tonfcience ill informed, from the begin-^ 
sing, deplorable errors may be embraced 
hr trudis, and horrible crimes committed 
under the name of Virtues^ But to adopt 
Ac words of a forcible writer 5 "Caft 
•*your eye over all nations, and rua 
•* through all hiftories. Amidft the many 
^ abfurd, and the many inhuman" modes' of 
^ worfliip-, amidft all that prodigious di- 
* vef fity of chara£ters and manners ; tell 
'* me,^ if there be upon earth any country 
^'in which it is deemed a crime to be 
.** compaflionate, fincere, beneficent, and 
r** generous ^ in which an honeft man is 
^ defpicable, and knavery held ineftcem/* 

The complication of eircumftances^ 

fte groflh^(s of ignorance^ the bliadneis 
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of prejudice, the violence of paffion, tto 
power of perfuaHon, the example of mul- 
titudes, co-operating with a wrong caft 
of political or religious inftitutions, majf 
no doubt occafion numberlefs undefigned, 
and unconfcious deviations from the 
rule, of right : yet the rule remains, 
and, when not concealed, obfcured, of 
overlooked from fuch caufes, will in mat- 
ters of importance be recognized by 
moft, however it maybe tranfgreiTed by 
many. 

The advantages fometimes obtained by 
villainy, the boldnefs with which it is 
fometimes aftcd, and the capacity which 
it fometimes difplays, may for a while 
turn oft' the unwary eye from its natu- 
ral turpitude; but at laft, when viewed 
in itfelf as divefted of that falfe luftre^ 
It will generally, in a greater or lefs de-^ 
gree, difguft every mind that is not 
deeply depraved. 
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"'There is, there is in the centre of the 
foul, a facred inftind, a celeftial impulfe, 
ordained to be the guide of men under 
Him who made them 5 by which ** they are 
" a law to themfelves ;" by yrhichthey 
are prompted, without the inftruf^ions 
of art, and abftra£t from the motives of 
intereft, to approve and refpeft *'what- 
" foever things are venerable," even 
when they do not praftife them: and 
vrherever the heart is moft tender, there 
will thefe things, in confequence pf this 
beautiful and fublime fenfation, com- 
mand the higheft regard, and fecure the 
Juippieft empire, 

Thus, Gentlemen, I am led .on to fhow 
y<m the particular neceflity of cultivating, 
i&tfae days of youth, fo important and fo 
konourable a principle in your nature. 
For when, I befeech you, is the heart 
moft likely to be tender, if not in thofe 
4)lefled days ? 
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It is often pleafant to mark (he tUtt: 
appearances of moral, fentiment in tkc^ 
minds of bo^. JSome of them, it muA 
be owned, betray very early a croeked-t 
nefs of difpofition that feems to be inter-^ 
woven with their frame, and that is fel«, 
dom ^terwards fet right by whatever 
(kill or care. It affords, indeed, but lit-* 
tie if any handle for the inftruments of 
culture^ Such unhappy creatines are 
the worfe for praife, when they chance ta 
merit it, and not the better for reproof, 
however fevere, or however tender. They 
feel perhaps, now and then, fome touches 
of fliame; but th^fe are imbittered by 
vexation, inftead of being tempered with 
ingenuity. Their bluflies are the redden- 
ings partly of confciouiiiefs, and partly 
of refentment : their original obliquity 
remains* We heartily fympathife with 
their parents and friends: but we, I 
fear, can do nothing for their reforma* 
tion. We muft leave them to the roiigft 
ifcipline of adverfxty, and to the niyfte- 



ADDRESS II. 



4T 



rious operation of that Omnipotent Hand 
which can *' create them anew in Chrift 
^' Jefus unto good works ;" of that hand 
which, in the emphatical language of our 
Saviour, ** can out of the very ftones raife 
*' up children unto Abraham/' — Let u$ 
turn to more hopeful charafters. 

Let vs fuppofe an ingenuous youth,' 
like many whom we have feen, endowed 
itvith a lively fehfe of commendation and 
blame, with a ftrong abhorrence of cru- 
elty and injufticc, with a contempt of 
every thing bafe and mean, with a prompt- 
nefs to proteft the i^neak, to patronife the 
injured, to pity diftrefs, to fly to its relief, 
to melt at a tale of generofity, to impart 
to aflociates, to raife up a fallen antago- 
jiift, to be reconcilod to an yielding adr 
yerfary, to behave after viftory with mild- 
hefs and modefty. When we obferve 
Jiich difpofitlons in a boy, our hearts burU 
CK?ithin/US, our thoughts dart forward into 
J&iture years, and we are ready to cry o^% 
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with a kind of prophetic rapture, *^ He 
*' will one day make a brave man ! ** Ah, 
that the prophecy were always fulfilled ! 
Shall I fay, how often it fails ? Let us 
confider, in what manner the fatal reverfe 
moft ufually happens. 

Figure to yourfelves a very common 
cafe, that of fuch a youth, as we have 
now defcribed, fallying from fchool into 
life, without a watchful father to guard, 
or a wife friend to admonifh him, or yet 
any fixed principle in relation to the duty, 
and the glory, of preferving his innocence. 
He falls into loofe company. Where do 
they not abound ? Intending no evil, he 
fufpe<3:s none. Amufement is his objeft : 
but that is generally dreffed out with fo 
many alluring circumftances, that his 
paflions now ardent are inftantly on fire. 
Appetite, vivacity, follicitation, example, 
hurry him into fcenes of diforder. He 
ventures forward with trembling fteps. 
He yet reveres the vicegerent of God 
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lw4thin him : he yet ftands in awe of 

his own heart. His mind, hitherto un^ 

debauched, ftartles at the fight of Vice : 

his feelings of honour ihrink back from 

her approach, like the fenfitive plant from 

the hand that touches it. He blufhes at 

the thought of deviating from Virtue: 

he ftill loves that heavenly form ; but 

then he hears her worthlefs rival preferred 

and extolled. The hollow inchantrefs 

(miles, and courts, and addrefies him 

with apparent fondnefs. '' Beguiled by 

" her much fair fpeech," he is tempted 

to yield : yet reflexion interpofes. The 

principles of his creation are not eafily 

fubdued. He refolves to be wife; but 

his companions rally his fmiplicity, call 

him a coward, and laugh him from his 

purpofe. He plays the fool. He quickly 

returns to his fenfes, repents, is abafhed. 

Confcience ftares him in the face, and 

thunders in his ear, " You have loft your 

" innocence : O amiable Innocence ! that 

*' waft wont to exhilarate this now 

Vol. L E. 
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^ unhappj boy, thou art fled for ever,. 
^ to cheer and delight him ao more*'* 

Yet he fonns a thoufand piurpofes to be 
ibberi he maintains them (or a time. 
He takes comfort from dits feeming 
amendment: he begins to be reconciled 
to himfelf. He endeavours to forget the 
paft: die fotiire is to be r^;alated hy 
prudence and propriety. He ri(es in his 
own efteem. "Whatfoever things are 
** pure, and renerable, and of good rc- 
•' port, he thinks on thefe things." In 
ifaort, he is refolved, when he fhall next 
meet the perfons who led him aftray, hj 
no means to comply with them, that is, 
not beyond the bounds of temperance and 
wifdom. He meets them : the focial 
fpirit kindles ; converfation takes its for- 
mer turn, a turn moft dangeroufly con- 
taminating; youthful imagination glows; 
jollity and wine add fewel; his paffions 
are again oa fire; his refolutions melt 



( 
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away : how rapid and irrefiftible the 
tranfition froin thence to new foUy ! 

The modefty of Nature thus over- 
leaped, and her reluilance baffled, what 
is there now left to check our young 
adventurer ? His defires, inflamed by 
indulgence, refufe the rein, and rufli on, 
"'^ as the horfe rufheth into the battle," 
Even when fatiety, and wearinefs, would 
join with reafon, and conviction, to ob- 
ftruft their progrefs; fancy and fafhion^ 
luxury and dif&pation, fpur them along. 
The mifgivings of guilt grow weaker; 
tfcc remonftrances of confcience are little 
-licftrd, and lefs regarded ; or if at a graver 
tJKnir, in fome fituations unavoidable, thefe 
tftoald prove more importunate and pun- 
Jgciwt than ordinary, the wretched yquth 
Itvites refuge in louder folly and deeper 

r 

BtBut remark, I befeech you, what hap- 
tts in the mean while. He is fhocked 
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at finding fuch difap2>oIntments in his 
pleafures, and fuch difgufts from his 
aflbciates, as he never apprehended. The 
firft very feldom anfwer his expectations ; 
and of the laft fome deceive, and fome 
devour him : he difcovcrs ing^'atitude in 
many, infincerity in more, and feliifhnefs 
in moft : he is confounded with the treach- 
ery of one, and provoked by the impu- 
dence of another. What is the confe- 
quence of all ? His fpirits are deprefled, 
his mind is chagrined, and his temper 
unhinged. The natural fweetnefs of his 
better days is dried up. Difpleafed with 
others, difpleafed with himfelf, he be- 
comes peevifh and fplenetic. The benig- 
nity of virtue, and with it the charm of 
life, are vanifhed. The confcious dig- 
nity, the delicious fentiments, which for- 
merly tranfported him, being now by the 
force of ignoble paffions extinguiflied, he' 
fmks into real littlenefs, his foul fhrivels 
into narrow afFeAions and illiberal vieWs: 
he loves no one's intcreft thoroughly but 
Sit ourii) ud is therefore tranfported -n(^ 
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Fonger : " his frozen heart,'* as one has ex- 
preffed it, '* palpitates with tendernefs no 
" more/* He is alive only to the feeling 
of his meannefs and mifery, mingled with 
ftarts of tranficnt gratification, with 
gleams of focial gla^nefs, and now and 
then a few flights of airy exultation. I 
fald. Of airy exultation, and will endea-> 
vour to explain myfelf. 

Having forfeited the nobility of his 
nature, and yeft retaining a remembrance 
of it, his debafement appears to him, as 
©ft^n as the refie6kion recurs, fo deeply 
humiliating, that he is compelled to look 
round for fcwne method of felf-fupport, 
fome kind of compenfation to his pride 
for a lofs which he can never ceafe to 
regret. Fain, indeed, would he believe 
that Virtue ts little more than a name; 
that his former ideas of her were chiefly^ 
if not altogether, the dilates of educa- 
tion, or the illufions of ignorance. He 
.i^ .offen. told fo by his viciojis compa?* 
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nioat, bf thole partioilarly wboie lieart 
more callous tbai& his own* Still how) 
fufpicions will ari&i a degntdation, 
a diicontent, will be felt. A frown f 
the Divinity in his breaft^ a fingle loa 
difapprobation from that dreaded Poi 
will get the better o£ aU thoie unnati 
efforts^ and cover him with confiiiion, 
liit calmer moments. What ihall he t 
4b ? Whither fliall he fly then^ &r (he 
£rom rttroiped^ from reaibn^ froni hin^ 
• 

Tlie fyllem of Modern Honour ii 
hand^ to receive,, to re-aflure, and ibc 
him ; that boafted contrivance of del 
rate libertines, that notable fyftem^ wl 
by boldly afluming the title of Virl 
frequently wearing her iemblance, : 
freely pafllng for her amongft the ge 
rality of the fafhionable, the great,. ; 
the gay, will enable him» in fome n 
fure, to elude the terrors of the inw 
judge; whilft it gives him a preter 
licence to commit almoft every c 
"^ plume bimfelf on the rej 
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lion of a Gentleman! Let him only 
^bAain from ih^ft, pay his debts at the 
gaimng-table^ fulfil fuch contraAs as 
tbe law would enforce fhould he attempt 
to break them, and fend a challenge to 
any man who happens, however unde- 
fignedly* to aiFront him; he may then 
talk as ufual of fentiment and integrity, 
of fpirit and principle ; he may fwear 
upon his confcience, he may fwear upon 
Us bonoor, and be all the while a dif- 
iembler, a cheat, an adulterer, a villain ; 
f cs, a Villain, if coolly to violate the dear- 
jA and moft facred rights of fociety can 
d^rve the name.— Honour, Confcience, 
Principle, Spirit, Integrity, Sentiment ! 
How dare you. Sir, take words like thefc 
jiA your polluted lips ? Shameful abufe of 
Jbmguage! Abominable impofition upon the 

lan mind ! Intolerable infult to every 
rc lover of goodnefs, to every per- 

of true fenfibility ! 

Shall we contraft with the plflure now 
iwn, that of a Young Man eat^xm^ ^"^^ 
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world) not only with a well«ti»ned minif 
but with refolutions alike earned and de- 
liberate, alike rational and devout, never 
to prophane the fandity of virtue, never 
to facrifice to low paflions the awful ho- 
nours of humanity, ftedfaftly to reverence 
and faithfully to obey that iirft law, the 
Law of Confcience, to maintain inviolate 
the unaffected delicacies of native probity,, 
or, in other words, the heart-taught and 
heart-felt conviftions of truth and refti- 
tude ? Or (hall we proceed to prove, that 
fuch refolutions ferioufly revolved, fre- 
quently renewed, and firmly adhered to, 
through the reft of life, will, with the grace 
of Heaven, be a powerful prefervative of 
innocence, and that he who afts accord- 
ingly will find the praftice delightful, be- 
yond all that is commonly efteemed moft 
delightful amongft men ? Thefe pleafing 
confiderations muft be poftponed to a future 
opportunity, till when I commit you to the 
fjivine inflv^nce and your own refleClions^ 
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oKCEivE, Gentlemen, that to pre- 
irve and dierifh the fenfe of truth, 
rity, and glory, which we have 
I interwoven with the human mind, 
le main defign of moral culture ; 
that he will be the moft eftimable 
n in manhood who is the leaft per- 
i from the ingenuity of youth ; who 
iftantly recurring to his earlieft and 
reft perceptions of virtue;, who^ 
I ^^ a man in underftanding, is iu 
dice a child ; " who^ with the im- 
iments of refle^Stion, and the acqui- 
s of experience, retains^ as mucb 
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as poffible, that fimplicity of foul, aid 
that generofity of afFeSion, which give 
fuch grace and fweetnefs to the bloom 
of life. 

*Is it poffible to think of thofe lavdy 
qualities, and not figh to fee them fp. 
often defaced in the fucceeding fcenes ? 
Is it poffible to contemplate the ruins 
of youthful excellence, and forbear t^ 
weep over them ? But whence, my bro- 
thers, this deplorable change ? From 
neglefting early to fix, and firmly to keep^ 
that beft and braveft of all refolutions, 
wt^ich was formed by one of the moft 
celebrated perfons of whom we have any 
record, ** My Heart Ihall not reproach 
*^ me fo long as I live," I will at no 
time, and in no fituation, allow myfelf in 
that which I fufpeft to be wrong. In all 
feafons, and under all circ^umftances, I 
will endeavour to praftife what I feel 
to be rights 
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. • Hany of you, I doubt not, will re- 
coiled thofe memorable words of the 
Man of Uz, of that man whofe unble- 
nuflied and unalterable worth ftands at- 
tefted in a manner altogether extraordi* 
nary. The Almighty him/elf we find 
fpeaking of it in a ftyle of exultation, if 
die phrafe may be allowed ; for thus 
he is introduced addrefling the Enemy of 
all goodne{s : ^^ Haft thou confidered my 
^ fervant Job, that there is none like 
^ him in the earth, a perfed and an up- 

^ right man ? and ftill he holds faft 

^ his integrity, although thou moveft me 
^ againft him to deftroy him without 
^ caufe." Thefaeavieft ftormof afflidion, 
tliat ever put human virtue to the proof, had 
not power to overthrow his. He might com- 
plain : it is permitted to nature. He could 
aot plead an entire exemption from the frail- 
ties that will in Come degree cleave to all 
her fons. However the benignity of his 
Maker might pronounce him Perfed com- 
pared with other men, he was yet far enough 
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*omf juftiffing himfcff in the fight of Su- 
preme Reftilnde. Thofe brighter difc(H 
^ ^ verics^ which he had obtained of the All- 
^ pcrfcd Being, threw him into the loweft 
> proftrations of humility and penitence: 
but neverthelefs they hindered him not 
from confoling himfelf under the weight 
of forrow, and the feverity of cenfure^ 
by the confcioufnefs of a behaviour wiiich 
^had been upon the whole Angularly ex- 
cellent and praife-worthy. It had been 
J' I fuch, indeed, with an uniformity which 
-** ftood the teft of the moft oppofite con- 
ditions, and both in the extreme. 

Now what was it, think ye, that could, 
next to the influence of God, produce a 
Conduft fo fuperior, and fo even, though 
thus tried ? What other, than the purcft 
and the nobleft purpofe deliberately 
.weighed, and affeftionately embraced, 
from the beginning ? At leaft you will 
acknowledge, that characlers of tranfce;id- 
cnt apd perfevering value are not very 
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^fteti formed in die advance of life, if the 
firft part of it was paflfed without principlcj 
dr any vigorous fentiments of probity and 
llohour. Is it not then moft likely, that 
sthis glorious man had taken up early the 
magnanimous refolve before mentioned ? 
— — '* My Heart fhall not reproach me,'* 
tbnt is, for any allowed tranfgreffion or 
-wilful negleiS of its facred didbites, ** fd 
**^ long as I live.'* 

This, my friends, and this alone, vm 
call the Principle of Honour in the truly 
cftimable, comprehenfive, and elevated 
ienfeof the expreffion; and we fay that 
sthc Young Man who fincerely adopts and 
Aeadily adheres to it, in a humble but 
joyful reliance on Heaven, will feldom be 
at a lofs about the path he is to purfue^ 
ivill always have at hand an anfwer td 
temptation, and will be generally forti- 
fied againfl thofe difcouragements which 
might otherwife averwhdim Idau 



64 ADDRESS III, 

A yoath, entering the world, may be 
compared to an unpradifed traveller, 
pafling through a country, where he 
meets with a number of crofs roads not 
properly marked, which of courfe leave 
him uncertain about the right one, and, 
if he is not much on his guard, lead him 
away from it. Alas, Sirs, in bow many 
different dired^ions may the young, the 
unexperienced, and the heedlefs^ be trained 
on to deftruiS^ion ! In jufl as many as 
there are irregular inclinations to prompt, 
worthlefs companions to entice, and dan- 
gerous follies to enfnare them. To thefe 
we may add the ftrange diverfities of fyf- 
tem, ** and oppofitions of fcience, falfely 
^^ fo called," that divide and perplex man- 
kind, in relation to the conduA which 
they fhould purfue. Let me explain my- 
fclf on this laft point. 

The opinions of the greater part, re- 
fpefting the track they are to follow, may 
^c chiefly ranked in two claflTes. On 
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the one hand you find little elfe but ce- 
lemony without fubftance, fpeculation 
without pra^ice, fiiith without works ;. a 
h^-flown orthodoxy, which, if it does 
not avowedly fuperfede the neceflity of 
found morals, takes however all occafions to 
undervalue them; and, in fine, a fiery zeal ^ 
which bums up every fentiment of mo- 
deration and charity. On the other hand 
you hear of honefty without piety, good-^ 
nature without real principle, modera 
lonour in place of ancient virtue, or, at 
lofl:^ certain decencies of demeanour, that 
\xve men at liberty to indulge the moft 

iminal difpofitions, provided only that 

^peatances are preferved. 

Tf you liflen to the advocates for thefib 

»ral fchemes, they would every oiut 

uade you that they, and they only, ai» 

le right ; that fuch as differ from them 

equally miftaken and miferable ; in a. 

, that, by efpoufing their party ia 

rence to all the scftt 7^^ ^^^ ahnier 

OL, I, 1? 
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infure felicity. " This they maintain witb 
as much pofltivenefs and vehemence, as if 
Truth and They were born and had grown^ 
up together. From the narrownefs and 
partiality which they all betray, it apr 
pears, indeed, that they are all erroneous : 
yet none of them are without a multitude 
of followers, each fyftem being not. only 
propagated with a confidence that impofes^ 
but alfo adapted to foothe and fcreen the 
linful propenfities of men, while each 
feems to provide fome kind of compenfar. 
tion ; a circumftance which ought of it* 
felf fingly to render both fufpeded, for this 
obvious reafon, that the complying with 
one obligation can never be a juft excufe 
for not complying with another. But what 
fliall we fay ? Youth is a ftranger to fuf- 
picion. '' Paufing pale Diftruft,^** as the 
poet has beautifully defcribed it, '* the 
** affiftant of that flow miftrefs, Expc- 
" rience," is only to be found in the 
fchool of the world. Fond confiding 
youth^ yet unacquainted with the perfidy 
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:ild futility daily praftifed there, is for- 
vzrd to believe whatever is boldly aflerted, 
fpecially if it leave a latitude,, much 
(lore if it give encouragement, to the 
avourite defires of nature. 

But now fuppofe a young perfon hl- 
lierto uncorrupted, modeft^ fimple, pof- 
jflcd of the amiable difpofitions which 

ur divine Mafter fo much admired and 

• 

pplauded in children ; imagine him to 
ear thofe oppofite fchemes propofed and 
refled with the ufual eagernefs: How 
iiall he proceed ? What courfe (hall he 
beer in this wide uncertain ocean of con- 
snding opinions ? 

There is but one fafe courfe; it is 
omted out by the Hand that made him, 
md that fent him forth on the voyage of 
fe: he finds it traced upon his heart; 
Isreafon recognizes and recommends it 
I the work of the Creator. " He hath 

ihowed thee^ O raao, what is good, zni 
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<< what the Lord thy God requiretb «( 
*' thee; to do juflice, to love Inercy, 
•« and to walk humbly with thy God." 
Our ingenuous enquirer liftens to the 
voice of the Moft High within jhiiD, u 
thus addreffing his Confcience : * Bc- 
^ hold, I have placed thee in the wipi 
^ of that youth, as my reprefefitative« 

* Fail not to exert thy power, in hk£^. 

* ing htm with tranquillity and jof 

* while he continues his allegiance i hutf 

* ihould he rebel, give him to know thai 
*' it is an evil and a bitter thing,'^ by pu- 

* nifhing him with dejedion and difqui- 

* etude. Follow him every whero, ani 

* make him always fenfible that his peace 
^ and welfare depend on the veneration 

* he entertains for God's vicegerent/ 

What think ye. Sirs ? Will the youth 
we have fuppofed, with thofe awful 
words refounding in his intellectual ear, 
kefitate in his choice, or be difppfed to 
doubt, wbethjsr be ihaU pbey the Hi^yfii^ 
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CUmfnlflioited judge, or give himfelf up 
ib the giddy, noify, and arrogant rout on 
tither hand, which we mentioned before I 
Will he not rather rejoice in fo figniiicant 
a declaration of the unerring order, efteem 
himfelf happy in conforming to it, and 
be sipt to cry out, with a mixture of fe- 
rious cbfiitempt and holy zeal. Standoff! 
yc flattfcrers of youthful folly, ye fmiling 
sd^ettors of vice; and you, ye formal, 
pit>ud, hypocritical pretenders : Stand off 
together, ye triflers, and ^^ difputers of this 
•*- #drld !** I will not be governed by 
any of you : I will *' hearken to the voice 
**'of thfe Lord God, and him only will I 
^ obey : I will call no man mafter upon 
*• earth : " the image of my Maker's au- 
thority in this breaft I will ever revere; 
*^ My Heart fhall not reproach me fo long 
•* as I live," 

Be not deceived, my young friends:: 
he who ultimately dreads any other ccxl- 
iiue than that of his own mindj or fur* 

^3 
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renders himfelf to any other power than 
that of the Being who made him, may be 
pronounced a flave, let him pretend to what 
freedom or dignity he will. He is driven 
on by pride, or vanity, or intefeft, or in- 
clination, by the fear of man, or the 
fafhion of the day, or the caprice of the 
moment, or the opinion of his company, 
or the tone of the croud which he is taught 
to regard as confonant to the rules of Ho- 
nour, if not aftually prefer ibing them. 
But, confider, I befeech you, how poor, 
and how precarious a conduft, to fay no 
worfe, that muft be, which is a£):uated 
by principles fo fantaftic, becaufe fo va- 
riable in dilFerent men, in different na- 
tions, in different ages ; fo blind in their 
origin, as proceeding from paflion inftead 
of reafon ; and fo uncertain in their cffecSs, 
as depending folelyon the cafual influence 
of education, complexion, or fituation, of 
governments, courts^ or climates, or 
whatever other circumftance, alike ac- 
cidental. Is it poffiblc, that virtue can 
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derive folidity or fteadinefs from fuch mo- 
tives, or that any thinking man can feel 
fecurity or fatisfadion within, who, inftead 
of faithfully obferving the great unerring 
lines of duty marked out by an undepraved 
Confcience, commits himfelf to the inex- 
tricable maze of human folly ? No, Gen- 
tleinen, there is but one comprehenfive, 
ene obvious, one immutable rule of Ho-« 
nour, which you can fellow with fafety, 
amidft the perilous, the changeable, the 
dubious, and the partial maxims on either 
fide, that have been devifed by felf-love, 
worldly policy, or falfe refinement. You 
have heard it already^ but you cannot 
hear it too often : it is the whole art of 
a£ting worthily, of afting nobly, com-* 
prifed in a fingle (hort fentence ; Never, 
while you breathe, to offend deliberately 
the inward monitor. — " My Heart fhall 
^ not reproach me fo long as I live/* 

The fame manner of thinking will fiir- 
aiih. with ah anfwer to every Temptation* 



72 ADDRESS m. 



Young men are encompaffed with fiiaies : 
all is eochaintment round them. Their 
fancies, like florid painters, give too 
much colouring to every obje£l: their 
paiSons, like mettlefome horfes not yet 
broke, diidain the curb. Pleafure invites, 
and appetite impels them. Opportunity 
prefcnts itfelf in endlefs fhapes ; and ig- 
norance of the world promifes conceal- 
ment, where concealment is wifhed : 
Where it is not, the notion of liberty is 
infinitely grateful to the pride of juvenile 
Q)irits. The ardour of enterprife blends 
with the flame of defire : both are fanned 
by adulation and careffes. In the hurry 
of impatience, and the heat of purfuit, 
future confequences are neglefted j and if 
a few friendly advifers fhould ftep in, and 
efFer to remonftrate, however difcreetly, 
Fajfhion, that petulant and over-bearing 
Power, ftands forward, urges the au- 
thority of rank, with the weight of 
numbers, and laughs to fcorn the fingu- 
lacity, unmodifli air, and fuppofed auk- 
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"wArdnefs of Virtue, A melancholy ac* 
count of your fituation ; fuch, indeed, as 
would reprefent it hopelefs,' were there 
nothing to counterbalance all this : but^ 
God be praifed, there is much to counter- 
balance it, as you may afterwards hear. 
I ihall at this time only take notice of the 
cefiftance which '^ an honeft and good 
** heart," with the aid of a little reflec- 
tioO) naturally makes to thofe dangerous 
aflaults. 

Is it all enchantment round me, will 
pur well-refolved youth reply ? I care not ; 
it is but the magic of the blood : I will 
not truft it : the leaft fobriety of thought, 
or ferioufnefs of occupation, is fufficient 
to break the fpell : Something whifpers 
Qie at this moment, that there is nothing 
fi> beautiful, fo fweet, as innocence. 
Would the glare of imagination impofe 
on my underftanding ? I will guard 
againft it, as an illufion like the former,. 
and produced by nearly the fame caufe. 
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' The fenfes have lent their too ready z&&m 
ance; but God has given me a judgement 

to correft both. As for thofe paflions 

which were formed to fubmit and ferve; 
Ihall they ufurp the command, and pre- 
cipitate me whitherfoever they will, in 
fpite of reafon, in fpite of confcience ? 
Dignity and independence difdain the 
thought. As to appetite j were I to fol- 
low blindly its headlong impulfe, in what 
fhould I excel the beafts that perifli ? It 
is eafy to talk and vaunt of pleafure ; but 
in the opinion of a reafonable being, no 
gratification that is inconfiftent with 
peace, or purity, can deferve fo agree- 
able a name. — Does opportunity allure? 
Opportunity, when it would feduce me 
into diforder, and expofe me to infamy, 
is a betrayer under the mafk of friendfhip. 
But grant I could be concealed from the 
eye of men ; what would it avail me, fince 
I cannot be concealed from my own ?— - 
And why fhould I be tempted to dream of 
liberty, in violating the laws of virtue? 
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Do I not perceive, that I am then only 
free and felf-pofleiled, when I follow chear- 
fully the diftates of the foul ? When I ad 
otherwife, do I not feel myfelf enflaved 
and wretched ? — If I am to attempt fome- 
thing great indeed, and worthy of ambi- 
tion, let it be to rife above the vulgar 
herd, by the power of fuperior worth. 
—With regard to adulation ; how empty 
a thing, when the Heart fpeaks a different 
language ! What were the careflcs of 
thoufands, if confcience fhould chaftife, 
or reafon condemn ? The efFedls of guilt 
are only divided from it by a moment, 
and the more dreadful often for that (hort 

interval. Then as to Fafliion, with her 

whole gaudy and fantaftic train ; how 
frivolous, impotent, and contemptible, 
when oppofed to the lingle dominion of 
Truth, rifing in her native unadorned 
majefty ! What forry fupport could the 
applaufe of the former yield mc, were I 
unhappy enough to incur the rebuke of 
the laft? — Be gone! ye gay, glittering. 
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but inconftant and deceitful, phantoms 
of criminal, and of vain delight. By 
whatever fpecious names you may be 
called, whatever plauftble appearances 
you may afitime ; begone ! and give place 
to the fublime and invariable honours of 
Wifdom, to the folid and unprecarious 
Joys of Goodnefs. Come, and poiieft 
this breaft, ye faireft oflfepring of Hea- 
ven ! To you I devote myfelf with eter- 
nal attachment. Of you I can never be 
alhamed or weary. *' My heart fhall not 
** reproach me, fo long as I live." 

Let us now fee, in what manner this 
heroic refolution will help to fortify 
young men againft many of thofe Dif- 
couragements which might otherwife 
overwhelm them. The hopes of youth, 
even when under the ftrifteft difcipline, are 
fanguine. They are not perhaps the leaft 
fo, when that difcipline degenerates into 
feverity ; an error into which well-mean- 
ing but ill -judging parents may fometimes 
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faS\. In this cafe. Expectation, like an 
untamed bird, only pants the more im- 
patiently to get loofe from the hand that 
CQQ^nes it. And when the reftraint is at 
laft removed, with what tranfport does it 
Hmmt aw^y into the world ! At any rate, 
^1 particularly when more fprightly than 
fOinmon, the youthful imagination figures 
ta kfelf, in friendfhip, in reputation, in 
iucceft, fcenes of happinefs which do 
not often .take place, and which, when 
tl»ey do, very feldom fulfil the promife 
tliey gave, 

Suppoie then a jroung man to meet with 
treachery where he reckoned on fmcere 
attachment, with contempt where he 
kx>fc^ for generous efteem, with calumny 
inflead of merited appxobation, with pain-* 
fill revcrfes of fortune where all things 
ieemed to fmile ; in fhort, that the viiion-- 
ary.paradife, which bloomed for years in 
his raptured fancy, fades at once into a de- 
fert I 9nd that he feems there, like a folitary 
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wanderer, forfaken and forlorn. Wfiat 
ihall fupport him in this fituation, efpe^ 
cially if he fhould have much fenfibilitj 
of temper ? I know nothing that can fup- 
port him to purpofe, but a confcioufnefs 
of integrity. If his Heart do not reproach 
him, he may take comfort ; he has within 
him, he has before him, refource? that 
are independent of chance and change. 
Though not without a feeling of diftrefs 
from difappointed views, he may confole 
himfelf with thofe furer and nobler pro- 
fpefts which open in the regions of an up- 
right mind. There a real paradife may 
be faid to bloom, and one that withers 
not in the winter of afHidtion. To fpeak 
without a metaphor, '' he is fatisfied 
" from himfelf;" and this home fatis- 
fadtion ferves to exalt the bleflings ftill left 
him, to convert the fimpleft gratifications 
into a continual feaft, and to crown the 
whole with the anticipation of immortal 
joys. 
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: I fay not, that fuch elevation will be 
always equally experienced by a virtuous 
youth, in the midft of difcouragemcnt^ 
No one is always alike (Irong ; nor are the 
fources of confolation, which flow from 
inward reditude, always equally im- 
proved. Neither do I deny, that amongft 
young men of bad charafter, firm nerves 
or natural fturdinefs, a phlegmatic difpo- 
iition or a thoughtlefs gaiety, pride of 
foul or ftoical indifference, the flutter of 
company or the flufli of wine, may con- 
tribute fometimes to buoy them up in the 
i:ougher feafons of life. But then I aflirm, 
that when the weather grows uncommonly 
tempeftuous, they will find thefe but fee- 
ble aids» 

When the worthlefs and the debauched 
are by the force of calamity driven back 
upon themfelves, and, inflead of a con- 
ftience calm and approving, feel nothing 
but perturbation, and hear nothing but re- 
proach ; when they perceive that they are 
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not only defpifed but defpicable, not only 
unibrtunate but uphappy, not only de« 
ierted by others but untrue ta themielves, 
unfaithful to the better ientimtnts and 
wifer purpofes they have at times enter- 
tained ; I defire they would tell us, what 
fhall comfort them in this defolation of 
mind, as well as of condition ? I repeat 
the queftion. What (hall comfort yo» 
then ? You will perhaps aniwer, Th© 
expectation of better days. And is that 
all ? Have you no other refuge than What 
has already failed you, and may fail you 
again ? May, faid I ? Alas ! there will 
come a time, nor can that be very diftant, 
when it muft fail. Beyond that, Sir, you- 
dare not look ; you know, you dare not*^ 
All beyond that is, to your guilty imagi- 
nation, horror inconceivable, the blacknefs 
of darknefs, and the depth of defpair. 

For the truth of thefe remarks I appeal 
not to fcripture only, but to obfervation, 
to hiftory, to poetry, to philofophy, to^ 
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ie united intelligence and accumulated 
'^ifdom of ages ; all filled with the 
i^lorics gained by the good over the 
larpeft fufFerings, over ficknefs and po- 
erty, cenfure and obloquy, fhe infults 
nd perfecutions of enemies, the ingrati- 
Lide and infidelity of friends j delighting 
3 recount how the virtuous have in fuch 
onjundures ftood their ground, preferved 
beir chearfulnefs, afferted their integrity, 
•roclaimed their truft in Providence, ap- 
leared to thofe about them great, fupe- 
ior, illuftrious — from what caufe ? From 
he magnanimity and triumph of confcious 
vorth : Whilft, on the other hand, we 
)ehold expofed to view the dejection, the 
lefpondence, the tremblings, the terrors, 
iie unutterable and inevitable mifery, of 
the wicked, very often in profperity itfelf, 
but in adverfity almoft always ; — arifing 
from whence ? From the dark abyfs, 
from the dreadful chaos, of a felf-con- 
demning mind. So true is that decla- 
ration of Solomon j " The fpirit of a 
Vol L G 
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*' man will fuftain his infirmity 5 but a 
** wounded fpiritwho can bear?" When 
all is found and vigorous within, trials 
from without may be well borne : but 
when that which ihould fupport them 
is broken, how (hall it be fupported? 
I cannot conclude this argument better 
than in thofe words of Milton, fo much t« 
the purpofe, and fo wonderfully ftriking; 

He that hath light within his own clear hrtaA, 
May fit i' th' center, and enjoy bright day : 
But he that hides a dark ibul, and foul thougbtS| 
Benighted walks under the mid-day fun : 
Ilinifelf is his own dungeon. 
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HONOUR AS A REWARD, 



TH E Love of Fame has been ftyled 
the Univerfal Paffioij. It is certain 
that even the meaneft of mankind, and 
the moft obfcure, are ambitious of having 
their admirers j as the greateft charadlers, 
and the moft illufttious, have been fup- 
pofed to derive much of their luftre and 
greatnefs from the fame fource* It appears 
that the very philofophers, who have 
Written againft it, hoped to be admired 
for writing well : elfe why did they prefix 
their names to their works ? And as therd 
is no rank of men, fo there is no time o( 
life^ in which this paffion is not obferved 
to operate* In which of the fexes vX. v% 

G 3 
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moft predominant, I pretend not to fayt 
ah eminent author places its favorite feat 
of empire in the female breaft. Be that as 
it may, it were vain to deny that its do- 
minion is often felt very fenfibly by men, 
arid efpecially by Young Men* 

4 

Amongft the many pleafures which 
you, my friends, promife yourfelves in 
the journey of life, are you not delighted 
With the idea of being efteemed, honouied, 
applauded^ by your fellow travellers ? 
Would not the thought of incurring their 
contempt or reproach be fufficient to damp 
your fpirits, high as they now are ; to chill 
your ardent imaginations, to blaft the 
whole tranfporting landfcape before you? 

God forbid that I fhould attempt to ex- 
tinguifh your fcnfibility, on this fubjeft! 
It were unwife, unnatural, imprafticablc. 
But give me leave to fay, that, like all 
other palTions, the Love of Fame may 
want to be moderated, and will want to 
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he direfted : nor can I doubt of being 
favoured with your attention and friendly 
regard, if I fhow you by what means you 
niay, confiftently with the pureft inten- 
tions, infure, under Providence, a valuable 
and permanent reputation. 

You have heard in what fenfe Honour 
may be. faid to aft as a Principle ; and you 
have feen fome of the good effefts pro- 
duced by it in that view. To them let us 
now add the eftimation and praife which 
naturally accompany its perfevering in- 
fluence. In other words, let us enquire 
on what grounds Honour may be expefted 
and enjoyed as a Reward. 



cc 



Happy is the man that findeth Wif- 
*' dom. Length of days is in her right 
*' hand, and in her left hand Riches and 
*' Honour." It was the obfervation of 
Solomon, who pofleffed fuch infight into 
the hearts of men, as to know, that how- 
ever auguft a perfonage Wifdom might be 

G ^ 
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herfelf, or of however beautiful a form i* 
the eye of a few feleft fpirits, diftinguiihed 
by the elevation of their fentiments and 
the fanftity of their manners, fhe would 
yet not be very often courted for her owtt 
fake, without regard to her dowry; and 
therefore was careful to reprefent her as 
nobly portioned. 

Though, of the advantages fhe brings,r 
Honour is mentioned laft, it was not leaft 
in the opinion of that great man. Ac- 
cording to the ftrifteft rules of juft wri- 
ting, it ought, upon the fuppofition of its 
being higheft in value, to hold that place 
in the fentence, which would make the 
ideas rife to the end. And we are certain 
that he gave it the preferen^re to Wealth : 
*' A good name," he fays elfewhere, ** is 
*' rather to be chofen than great riches, 
*i and loving favours than filver and 
*' gold." And again, '' A good name 
*' is better than precious ointment ;" one 
♦f the articles which are purchafed by af*- 
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iiuence. A charafter well tried and well 
approved, a reputation extrafted, if we 
may ufe the term, from the faireft con- 
dtt£(, and the moft agreeable qualities, 
carries with it a fragrance at once rega- 
ling, permanent, and widely difFufed, 
beyond all that is moft fweetly odoriferous 
in the productions of nature, ox the pre- 
parations of art. 

The fagacityof Solomon indeed was not 
ncceflary to difeover, that, as Honour is fre- 
quently enjoyed without Riches, fo it has 
always greater fplendor in the view of 
difcerning fpeftators ; and that, when it is 
the refult of virtues, or of talents, tran- 
firendently brilliant, or extenfively ufefuly 
it fails not to ftrike all mankind. I confefs, 
that in a ftate of fociety deeply corrupted 
ky the luxury which opulence fiipplies,^ 
this laft often attradts the gaze of admira- 
tion, and raifes the figh of envy : but even- 
in fuch a ftate it is not feldom an obje£l 
of contempt, when compared with the 
iAtrinfic dignity of sin exalted fame« 
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That the beft and greateft men have ill 
all ages been fubjeft to obloquy, cannot 
be diflembled. That you may fuiFer the 
fame treatment for the very condud wc 
recommend, is far from impoffible. The 
unprincipled, and the uncharitable, al- 
ways were, and always will be, difafFeSed 
to that worth in others, which powerfully 
though filently fhames their own want of it. 
The ignorant alfo, and the ill -informed, 
may by the contagion, or the inftiga- 
tion of malignity, be often incited to think 
and fpeak of you very unkindly : yet we 
maintain, that notwithftanding the worft 
mifreprefentations of the wicked, and the 
grofleft miftakes of the weak, a degree 
of Reputation fufficiently valuable may be 
fecured. 

For, in the firft place. Gentlemen, if 
you behave well, the worthy and intelli- 
gent who know you, will approve ; and 
their approbation is genuine praife. If 
thofe who do not know you, ghance at any 
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tiifte to adopt a different opinion, can you 
be furprifed, or fhould you be mortified i 
Is it wonderful that men are frequently 
miftaken concerning perfons, as well as\ 
things ? Or, whilft your own hearts do 
not condemn you, and fuch as are ac- 
quainted with your real charafters add 
their fuffrage, ought you to be unhappy 
at its being denied by thofe who withhold 
it, only becaufe they are not equally in- 
formed ? 

A good name is then poffeffed indeed, 
and will then be relifhed to purpofe, when 
from the evidence of a right deportment, 
not merely in particular inftances, or on 
extraordinary occafions, but in the gene- 
ral tenour of life, the joint voice of Worth 
and Judgement beftows an honourable at- 
teftation : for then it is echoed by Con- 
ference J or, if you like the exprefilon bet- 
ter, the Soul becomes refponfive to. that 
external teftimony, and lifting hcrfclf toj 
wards Heaven, whrfpers, in a rapture. 0/ 
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Inadhle gnain?£^^ ^ BIc&j be tbe Powef 

** iluft tu^lit me iDdefarrc it !*• Let 

tkt fercj cll caibHb br^ what diere is in 
fvch pmzfe^ wb:cli the tnicft modefty may 
not be ptnniTted fincdr ta cnjor. 

The conceited and the fboliih arc ra- 
riflied with Eatteiy of all kinds, and from 
all quarters : their objefl is mean, and dieir 
purfuit of it reftlcfs : they are extolled only^ 
or chiefly, by the worft and the lowcft, by 
fycophants and dependants; nor does their 
thirft of adulation ever fay, ** It is 
" enough." Perfons of genuine merit 
can be thoroughly plea fed with no com- 
mendation, but that which they feel to 
be juft, and which is infinuated with 
delicacy, conveyed with ardour, or ex- 
preffed with fimplicity. 

He that makes no diftindion in the 
charaders of tliofc wl\(^m he wifhes to ap- 
prove him, is a ftrangtM- to the fuperiority oi 
virtue, and uncoiilcioub ofimcllcftualemi- 
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nence. The beft men and the fineft fpurits 
:annot be much gratified, but by the ap'- 
probation of congenial fouls. Truft me. 
Sirs, tjie more correft your tafte, and the 
truer your perceptions in what relates to 
:ondu£k and capacity, the more difficult 
^ou will find it to be pleafed with your- 
felves 5 and the lefs, of courfe, you will be 
captivated with indifcriminate favour, of 
promifcuous fame. There is but one cafe, 
in which you ought at. all to regard the 
opinion of fools, whether for or againft 
you, where reputation alone is concerned ; 
I mean, when it ^happens, as fometimes it 
may happen, to be feconded by the opinion 
of the wife. 

# 

In perufing the Letters of a late Noble- 
man to his Son, whofe charafter and fuc- 
cefa in the world appear to have been his 
fupreme concern, I was furprifed to find 
bis notions on that fubjedl fo little deli<" 
cate. An univerfal popularity, obtained 
by whatever fuperficial accomplifhments, 
or trivial recommendations, purc\w&^ ^X 
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whatever expence of truth or virtue, th^ 
celebrated and the elegant Chefterfield is 
perpetually inculcating, as the grand ob-^ 
jeft of ftudy, labour, ambition, to a 
Young Man whom he loved above all 
others. I fay not merely, how depraved 
or vicious, but how vulgar and dcfpicable 
a fyftem, efpecially for one who feems 
to have piqued himfelf fo much on his 
knowledge of the world, and the refine-r 
ment of his manners ! 

I cannot for my part help believing, 
that the better any perfon is acquainted 
with mankind, the lefs value he will be 
difpofed to fet upon the regards of the mul- 
titude; fuch is their incapacity, their ca- 
price, their mutability. Nor can I com- 
prehend, how a dignified demeanour i$ 
compatible with inceflant endeavours to 
foothc, and dazzle, and deceive all alike, by 
an artificial application to their fancies, or 
their pafllons. Such a behaviour may be 
thought by many wonderfully polite, and 
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is always thought, by thofe who pra^Sifc 
it, mighty cunning ; but I will venture to 
affirm, that it is neither manly breeding, 
nor true ability ; it is often found among 
the loweft and the weakeft of the people. 

The philofopher, I think, fpoke very 
unphilofophically, who faid, that great 
men prefer general efteem, though lefs, to 
that which, though more confiderable, is 
confined within a fmaller circle of enlight- 
ened judges. Thofe men at leaft, who dif- 
cover fuch a preference, cannot be great in 
the beft acceptation of the term. 

But perhaps you will afk, Are enlight-» 
ened judges then always inclined to confef 
applaufe where it is really deferved ? Are 
they never, by falfe reports or unjuft fufpi- 
cipns, by unlucky rivalfhlps or malevo- 
lent propenfities, prevented from *' giving 
'* honour to whom honour is due," and 
efpecially where the title to it is founded 
PO eminent merit ? Suppofe, for example^ 
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a young man to poffefs uncommon purity 
of fentiment, corre£lnefs of morals, aiuf 
noblencfs of temper, with talents far above! 
the ordinary rate : Is there no danger that 
numbers, from whom we might exped 
more candour, fhall be induced to join 
with men of lefs difccrnment than thcm- 
felves, in depreciating a reputation which 
may gain too faft on the public, and 
diftance thofe who ftarted at the fame 
time, or perhaps much earlier, in the 
race of fame ? I wifli, for the credit of 
human nature, that we could anfwcr in 
the negative : But who doe? not knoWi 
that undergoing calumny from the invidi- 
ous is a tax which diftinguiflied attainments 
have in all ages been dcftined to pay ? 

On this account, indeed, it will gene- 
rally be confidered by the charitable and 
the impartial, as giving an additional 
ftamp to a praifc-worthy charader : and 
perhaps we may be warranted in faying, 
that the merit which has not been thus 
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thus tried in the furnace of flander^ is more 
doubtful, or more obfcure. A decided and 
iplendid reputation will naturally excite 
the greateft jealoufy in thofe whom it 
eclipfes, when names of inferior luftre, or 
ambiguous defert, will often be fufFered to 
remain undiflurbed* 

But fuppofe^ Sir, that yoUr irttegrity^ 

however real or uncommon, fhould be fo 

artfully clouded by the fhades of detrac*^ 

tion, as not to be feen, for a long time, 

even by. the moft candid as well as perfpi- 

cacious; you may depend on this, that 

unwearied conftancy, unabated fortitude, 

and bumble truft in God, will furmount 

all fuch obflrucStions in due feafon, when 

** he will bring forth your righteoufnefs 

^ as the light, and your judgement as 

** the noon day." Superior excellence 

will at laft be obferved^ acknowledged, 

honoured by all, or almoft all, fituated near 

it, whom good fenfe would defire to- 

pleafe.. 

Vol. I. H 



I (kid. By all, or alnu^ all, 
near it. Front injiolence, from iiia\ 
from a continiu^ fucceffionof new 
hut chiefly perhaps from the endle. 
tice$ of craft and malignity on tbt 
iiifpeding minds, fome very bene 
and fenfible by-ftanders may be fo. 
hindered from recognizing it : a cii 
Aance, no doubt, to be regretted] 
yet unavoidable in a virorld fa mixe(^ 
ibimper&a. 

. As to thofe whofe fituation pern 
them to contemplate a jQiining reputati 
qnly at a diftance, you will eafily imagi 
how muoh they may miftake it, notwil 
ftanding the kindeft difpoiitions and 1 
cleareft eyes, if they look through a n 
dium difcoloured by the falfehoods of n 
Ijce, or the deceptions of art : an ina 
yenience which can often not be eluc 
by any circumfpe£lion or prudence on 1 
part of him who is thus viewed, a 
which falls out the more frequently. 
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I- — absS) how few ! — have learned ocM 
iat and generous maxim, namely, that 
RoUy diUJPegardiftg ref>refentatk>ns, ni^ 
fUFS, audi fiirmi&s, to the di&dvantage 
chanadnts: known hy themfeWeS) or 
artecl bf otbdrs-who know them, to bm 
I, and -tftiAe, and pure, and honourable; 
lis rule. Gentlemen^ I would wift^ fSwef 
folk>wmyJelf; and-i would fain pes;* 
tde j&a a}l to follow it: but izidaB^fc 
^ advantages that would enfue to^ jfouf- 
^fes, to youF friends^ and to the intef-* 
s of irfittte, foeietjr^ reiigioR„ a^e not 
be told. ' 

Whe» I mentioned fuperior excellence, 
ncarrt that ^ich nekhep Ibrinks from 
I hehcidbh: with too much baftfukiefe' 
one {ide^ nor i^fie9 ea t/kem with' too 
fctt boWnefs on the other. It is very 
rtain that; great virtues, and greaf pcw^ 
>, have been often obfeured by timidity 
the poflfeffors ; and that, though a fpiritetf . 
t unpretending-difiBwery of both, wheit 

H 2 
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particularly called for, would have prO' 
cured them general notice and reifowii] 
they have remained, by an unhappy feif-de« 
fertion, unapplauded and unknown by all, 
except a few who had opportunities of fee- 
ing them in private without a veil : noi 
has it been feldom obferved, that an open 
difplay of brilliant accomplifhments, and 
a high ftrain of virtuous a£lion, would 
have probably attraded more numerous 
and more aiFedlionate admirers, had they 
not been accompanied with airs of felf- 
fufficiency, which will ever prove a real, 
a vifible, and a felt abatement. 

It appears, indeed, to be agreed on all 
hands, that modeft confidence, efpecially 
in youth, is the moft fuccefsful ulher of 
diftinguifhed merit to the Temple of Ho- 
nour. A daring vindication of confcious 
dignity may on fome neceflary occafions 
imprefs peculiar refpefl: : but fuch inftan- 
ces, I believe, do not frequently occur; 
and that man's reputation had need to be 
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•f no^ common magnitude in the publie 
eye, who prefumes very often to turn its 
attention perfonally upon himfelf; as he, 
on the contrary, will be little regarded by 
numbers, however confiderable his pre- 
tenfions, who timoroufly conceals, or fee- 
bly enforces them, 

- It fhould be likewife remembered, that 
inany perfons of fmgular worth and capa- 
city, fufFer thofe who have neither, to 
bear away unenvied the palm of popula- 
rity, by an inceffant labour to gain it 
in namelefs artful ways, which impofe 
Upon incompetent and inattentive judges. 
As the others abhor every fort of fal- 
lacy, fo they defpife a name among the 
fiiperficial and unthinking. But they 
reft not here : from a confcioufnefs of 
right intentions, from the honeft ardour 
of their natures, from the unapprehen- 
five limplicity fo incident to generous 
minds, they are too apt to forget certain 
forms, and ceremonies, and precautions^ 

H3 
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which, however fmall in themfelves, hate 
often a mighty ftroke in the affairs of life^ 
and efpecially go farther, as they ai« ob- 
ferved or neglefted, to efcape or incur ccn- 
fure, to obtain or forfeit praife, than the in- 
experienced and the incautious will eafily 
conceive. It is indeed to be regretted, 
that excellent fpirits not a few forget to 
do themfelves juftice, and fail of appear- 
ing excellent in a number of cafes, for 
want of thofc inferior attentions, whidi 
ought by no means to be omitted, though 
they are by no means worthy of all the 
painful and fervile follicitude with which 
they are ftudied by the hypocrites of this 
world. 

But not to infift longer on charaftert 
qualified to (hine with extraordinary ra- 
diance ; there is, my friends, a charm in 
youth, which, added to the beauty of vir- 
tue, will feldom fail to render you parti- 
cularly engaging in every fenfible eye. 
An elevated reputation can only belong to 
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devated endowments, difplaycd before 
numy fpedators: but the moft obfcure 
young man in this a&mbly may ^oj 
what he ottght to account fweeter, what 
is certainly much fafer and much quieter^ 
the felicity of being efteemed and loved by 
the beft people about him. Their num- 
ber, it is true, may be inconfiderable : 
but,.iftheTaineft minds can be often de- 
lighted, for a whole life, with the capri- 
cious regards of a few individuals like 
themfelves, whom the flighteft circum- 
fiances and moft fantaftic ties have con- 
neded, what fliould hinder a well-dif- 
pc^d youth from being happy in a high 
degree, to find himfelf approved and che- 
riihed by a little circle of friends, whofe 
attachment is founded in goodnefs, and 
whofe union is cemented by principle ? 

I prefume, however, that many of yoVL 
may, in due time, have opportunities of 
extending your good names through a wi- 
^r fpfaere, by performing the feveral parts 

H4 
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allotted you on a larger theatre. And for 
your farther encouragement to perform 
them well, I go on to remark, that cor- 
rupt as are the majority of mankind, the 
public voice is flill in favour of Virtue, 
He who fhould dare to write, to fpeak, oi 
aft, avowedly againft her fovereignty,would 
be generally condemned ; and therefore, 
if you except a handful of reprobates, de- 
fperate wretches that are loft alike to ho- 
nour and fhame, her enemies are feldom 
difpofed to declare their hoftility openly, but 
often willing toaffume the appearance of re- 
fpe6t,and even to wear herliverywhi 1ft they 
areadlually ferving her ignoble antagonift. 

Add to this, that whatever pains they 
may take in private to fupport themfelves 
and one another in fo bafe a flavery, made 
yet more bafe by fo mean a difguife, they 
cannot forbear in fccret to blame a con- 
du(3: with which the conviftions of the 
heart can never be reconciled, or to ap- 
prove the contrary, which thofe convic- 
tions muft always juftify. 
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Let it be confidered t6o, that fuch men 
(hall often cenfure feverely, for their ill 
behaviour, the very perfons whom they 
have contributed to miflcad, whilft they 
cannot withhold their admiration from 
thofe who have fteadily refifted their fnares ; 
this inward tribute being extorted by the 
force of that worth which they wanted to 
deftroy ; and Virtue afferting her fupre- 
macy, even there where her laws are moft 
heinoufly tranfgreffed, 

• 

, *' But were every bad man," fays a late 
very refpeftable writer, '* true to his own 
** bad caufe, yet both their weight, and 
*' even their number, is lefs confidcrable 
** than they would have it thought. The 
" gay and the loud, the bold and the for- 
** ward, nay the great and the noble, how- 
*^ ever they fill the eye, are by no means 
^' the whole world ; and there is reafon 
•* upon many accounts to look beyond 
" thefe, and enquire what the ferious and 
^^ confiderate, what the generality and bulk 
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<< of mtinkind, whom it is neither modeft 
^< nor prudent to defpife^ what Aey thiidc 
*^ of our condud, what has been the 
<< judgment of time paft on the Kb 
*' behaviour, and what will probably bt 
*' the judgment of time to come, when 
*' we fhall be fpoken of without cere- 
*' mony, and have the chafa£ters that 
" we appear to deferve indelibly fixed 
** upon us." 

Let me fubjoin, that in this view we 
fhall find Honour to be the ordinary at- 
tendant of Wifdom, and the purfuit of 
Virtue entitled by the common fufFrage to 
the reward of praife. If you, my beloved 
hearer?, will but hold faft your integrity, 
will but perfift, without petulance or af- 
feftation, in the glorious refolve which it 
was the endeavour of the laft Addrefs to 
recommend ; you may folace yourfelves 
with . the aflurance, that " more and 
*' greater are they who are with you, 
** ♦ ' w who are againft you." 
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Many obferve you with cordial aSe£tion 
Ua your chara^rs, and fervent vows for 
your fuccefs ; and many look oa with 
fiuitiments of involuntary approbation, 
which, though they will not own it, they 
muft yet feel. The opinion of tbefe laft, 
indeed, will never, I hope, affect you much, 
will never zSeSt you at all, any farther 
than as an additional evidence for that 
righteouihefs which you are determined 
not to let go, a fUent teftimony in its be^ 

half from its very foes. But what do i 

behold i A bright and beautiful ^^ cloud 
^' of witnefies," the wife, the pious, and 
the good, compafling you about with ea- 
ger attention to fee you excel, with ready 
zeal to applaud your efforts, with kind 
impatience to congratulate your triumphs, 
and announce you to the delighted uni- 
verfc as Conquerors worthy of never-fa- 
ding laurels ! 

Many things which have been now fug* 
geftcd, would merit a more ample diicuf* 
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fion: but we conclude fiur^the prefint: 
with faying, that whilft yoa- ttnaw yoapn 
felves undaunted by the infoleace of vic%^ 
and undifturbed by the impertiiiehce cC 
folly, both of which you muft often exptBt - 
to encounter, the fober and difccmlng part 
of the by-ftanders will regard you with a. 
warmth of attachment increafed by this 
oppofitipn. All the better fenfibilities of 
men are awakened at the fight of Virtue 
contending bravely with diftrefs. Perfe- 
cution, in particular, is that dark groupd 
which makes the luftre of worth, and 
efpecially of early worth, appear more 
confpicuous : nor are there perhaps upon 
earth many fpeftacles of greater dignity, 
or which excite a ftronger intereft in every 
feeling heart, than that of a lovely and 
honourable^ youth purfuing the path of 
true glory, in fpite of reproach and ridi- 
cule ; rifmg with a noble fuperiority above 
the fneers, and cavils, and afperfions, of 
witlings, of infidels, of libertines; pre- 
'^unpaired the fweetnefs of his 



ADDRESS IV. 109 

temper amidfl the overflowings of their 
gall ; and, as hepafleson, with modeft grezt" 
nefe, through whole ranks of thofe un- 
iappy men, eyeing them by turns with ge- 
nerous compaffion and juft difdain ; not 
unlike that fearlefs and flaming Spirit 
of Heaven reprefented in PirLflfe Lcf?, 
"where, after having remonflratei in \Ca 
againft the apoftscy of the reb i'1-s.r. g':1«, 
he is thus defcribed by the poet : 

So fpake the Seraph Ab<!1*.% fajth/al fy^nii 

Among the falthlefsy faithf::! cn^y ht ; 

Among innomerable falfe, urm^.v'c, 

Unihakeny unfediic^d, unttmui. 

His lo^'alty he kept, his love, Lli z*%\ ; 

Nor number, nor example, with i*im •wr'y-jg'.t 

To fwerve from truth, or ch>n^t L;4 couibr,! rri.rAf 

Though iingle. From amidfl i^.tn, f-jrth i-. j*?'*. "if 

Long way through hoftile fcDm, u'hjch ht {.tftJud 

Superior, nor of violence fcarM aught j 

And with retorted fcom his baik he tura'd 

On thofe proud towVs iq f^'ifi dttlrjct: ^n dc^-^x's:. 
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IT IS well known, that the better fort 
of Heathens would have chofen to fuf- 
ftr the moft formidable death, rather thaA 
to live in difgrace : and I could tell you, 
Gentlemen, of a Chriftian hero, who ex- 
preffed nearly the fame fentiment, when 
he faid, '* It were better for me to die, 
**than that any man fhould make my 
^"^ glorying void." In profecuting his plan 
rf pious zeal, and difinterefted benevo- 
lence, he found fuch a charm, that no- 
thing in this world could induce him to 
rcn9unce it. The very idea filled him 
with difdain. Obferve by the way, that 
St. Paul fcrupled not to afiert himfelf in the 
£rmeft manner, and the ftrongcft language. 
Vol. L 1 
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whenever the honour of hi$ profeffio^ 
as conneded with his perfon, feemed to 
demand it. Nor are we in the leaft of* 
fended at this kind of glorying : on the 
contrary, we are delighted with it in jier* 
fons of approved worth, when they art 
roufed, and as it were challenged, by the 
importance of the occafion. 

The truth is, that, as in every refpe^ 
a)>le ftation men are permitted to pique 
themfelves on maintaining its dignity^ b 
every honeft man may frankly and, boldly 
claim the reputation of honefty, without 
being deemed on that account vain ; pro- 
bably, becaufe the obligations to integrity 
are fo clear, indifpenfible and facred, that 
the pra£tice of it cannot, ftridtly fpeakingy 
be fuppofed to deferve any particular ap- 
plaufc, or to imply any uncommon exceU 
lence. 

But the coruluft of the Apoftie was in 
a much nobler ftyle: it was a.contiaue4 
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facrifice of all mercenary views to the 
glory of doing his duty from the fublimeft 
motives ; in which number are apparently 
included, a regard for the grandeur of his 
!)ffice, and a feeling of the magnanimity 
that became it: fo that you have here 
one of the higheft patterns which can be 
defired, of a virtuous and religious fenfi- 
1>ility to merited honour* 

But is it to be imagined, that he wh0 
manifefted fo juft a fenfe of reputation 
liimfelf, would attempt to difcourage it in 
>otheirs ? So far the reverfe, that he urges, 
in one of his epiftles, an affiduous atten- 
tion to '* whatfoever things were of Good 
** Report j" and, as if this precept, which 
may be thought tolerably comprehenfive, 
*were not fufficient, he adds, " if there be 
":** any Virtue, and if there be any Praifc, 
** think on thefe things/* It is 4)robable, 
on the principle of legitimate compoiition, 
which in this place evidently requires the 
"eDAceptioas of the writer to afcend, that 

1% 
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fc? rr,?An> »> lav^ not merely. If there ba 
any tkin^ dcien ing the name of virtue, or 
riic rwxffittpcnce of prsufe, but. If there be 
»v hniation in which you can manifeft 
irow enlarped aficdions, or more emi- 
i^ent attslnmects, iK*ithout confining your^ 
fcli-^rs to the common meafures of duty, 
** think on thdc things." For, though 
you £rc never knowingly to aim at what 
is beyond tout ftrength, and it fhould be 
alw4\-s your iirft care to be thoroughly 
maftcrs of the moft neceflfary qualifica** 
tions, that ihould not hinder your em- 
bracing and improving any fingular op- 
portunity, which may prefent itfelf, to 
difpluy an elevation of worth, orof wifdom^ 
above the ordinary ftandard. 

Whatever thofc who are difaffefted to 
Religion may affirm, or thofe who are ig- 
norant of her may apprehend, to the con- 
trary, nothing can be more certain, than 
that, though pointed in the firft inftancc 
to another world, (he is bv no means un- 
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friendly to the interefts of this : and a9, 
for the greater efficacy, (he applies to all 
the original fentiments of our nature, fo 
among the reft, inftead of endeavouring to 
eradicate the Love of Fame, fhe feeks only 
to train it, to prune its luxuriance, to 
correS its irregularities, and to lead it 
upwards, that it may yield the faireft 
fruit, and climb by juft degrees to immor- 
tality. It feems indeed,, with a few ex- 
ceptions, fo deeply rooted in the minds 
of men, it flioots fo ftrong in the wor-^ 
thieft and nobleft, and has produced fuch 
heroic atchievements, fuch honourable 
fervices, fuch ufeful inventions of all 
kinds, in a word, fuch mighty improve- 
ments in iciences, in arts, in whatever 
contributes to embellifh and exalt hu- 
manity, as leave not the fmalleft room to 
doubt of its proceeding from the hand of 
the Creator. 

s 

Among favage and unlettered nations, 
fkill in hunting, valour in war, wiCdom 
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in council, patient endurance of paiH) 
arduous z&s of felf-denial, faithful /at- 
tachment to a tribe, generous difplays of 
private friendfhip, all tbefe, it is wtll 
known, have ever been held in high eftin 
mation. Among civilifed and enlightened 
people, the PafTion for Glory has operated 
in a more extenfive fphere, and given 
birth to yet more beneficial effects* That 
it has often been the occafion of much 
mifchief, we pretend not to deny: But 
can you name any paffion, or any princi- 
ple, which, however good, or however dig- 
nified in itfelf, is not, when perverted, lia- 
ble to the fame objeftion ? 

It will not, I think, be difputed, that 
we naturally wifh for approbation, and 
fhrink from contempt; that no man is 
fufficient for his own happinefs ; that we 
are all, in feme degree, dependent on 
each other ; that to live without efleem is 
to live without utility, and without com- 
fcwti that he is an imprudent, I might 
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ium (aid, a defperate man, who bids de^ 

fiimce to die public ; that he who has M 

fiqgard toreputatiox^ is a profligate, or will 

'£Mn become one; and particularly that^ 

where it is thrown off by a young man, he 

of all <:reatures muft be the moft deprave^ 

and infamous. He muft, for this reafon ; 

iiecaufe he has conquered fo early that 

-feiifeof honour and fhame, which feems^ 

by the appointment of Heaven, to be the 

-moft powerful, vivid, and beautiful prin^* 

ciple of the yet uncorrupted mind, WheJt 

this barrier is broken down, what fhall 

reftrain the violence of appetite, or regu-* 

late the wildnefs of fancy, in him whom 

experience has not yet taught the inconve* 

nience of yielding himfelf up to either, and 

reafon is not. yet ftrong enough to zQ, oi| 

higher condderations i 

That the principle I fpeak of fhould 
frequently be weakened in the progrefs of 
life, or that men fhould fometimes be hack-* 
neyed into infenfibility on this pointy as 
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oik others, by travelling die beaten foit 
4)1 the world, cannot appear veryfti^s 
tut 3t young man hardened out of luB favft 
genuity, and loft to the feelings of 'pnifa 
and blame, is furely a fort of aionfler m 
the creationr ^ 

• 

Of fuch unnatural perverfion, of fiidr 
internal deformity, it is to be hoped the 
examples are not many.. Let me wani 
you, however, againft their influence: 
it may be more dangerous than you ap- 
prehend. Perhaps there was a time, 
when thofe very youths could blufh at the 
thought of vice, and glow with the love 
of virtue : but familiarity with evil de- 
bauched their nature, and funk them into 
(he wretches they now arc. Fly! my 
friends, fly their approach ! fly the moft 
diftant infection of that young libertine, 
of that young knave, of that rebellious 
fon, of th^t early fcofFer at laws divine 
and human ! Their touch is defilement, 
their company is difgrace, the very im« 
1 of their acquaintance is infamy. 
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Such total indiiFerence to honeft famo 
you abhor : you juftly confider it as the 
laft ftage of depravity, and the furc cfFeft 
either of an abandoned life, or of a fe« 
crct confcioufnefs that a man has no claim 
to the good opinion of his fellow crea- 
tures. But are there none of you, Gen- 
tlennen, whofe ambition refpc<Sing this 
cbjedl is too languid ; who are apt to halt 
in the career of glory ; whofe fentiments 
of honour are not fufiiciently alive for the 
purpofe of quickening you to induftry, to 
ftudy, to worthy deeds, and magnanimous 
exertions ; or fn whom the perceptions of 
(hame are too feeble to be a prefervativc 
from vice, or a guard to wifdom ? 

If any fuch now hear me, I can only 
tirge them to contemplate whatever is 
moft animating and glorious in the pre-> 
cepts, the promifes, and the examples of 
Scripture ; in the higheft characters re- 
corded by Hiftory, and the faireft models 
exhibited by Philofophy, Eloquence, an4= 
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to cwlliiJiB' Ac f BifiH of Ac iPOiUiic 
pofbos nf crthcr toii asd to pnj -dM 
ttc Bftpg ^ nwi, wAUfli ciwiirth .dov 
^ cmy good ana y c iieci gm^ wool 
iafym diem with a Urdj fanfe of tbe b: 
and gicatcft thiii^^ 

AtAcfimetiaK Aat yoii pnrfue tlii 
covrfis, I would warn jaa caitfiill 
againft the picvailiiig paffioa ct tbe pM 
lent 9gCj to ied: importance and chanA 
from any thing, or every thing, but a 
pacity and virtue. It is indeed affedin 
to obferve, on what frivdous qualities 
and poor pretenfions, youth are ntr 
taught, not only by the tone of the; fii 
ihionable and the gay, but by thofe vA 
ihould inftru£l them better, to fonn 
their hopes of fame and diftin£tioii 
So long as young men are encou 
raged to exped fufficient confequ^nce an 
admiration, amongft the croud, from fu 
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perficial accompHfhments, and external 
advants^es, what reafon is there to ima-* 
pne they will generally take much pains 
to procure, amongft the few, that fupe- 
Tier figniiicance and applaufe which are 
given only to real, ihining, and well*ac-% 
quired merit ? 

But is it not poffible, that the Love of 
Praife, abftra£Uy and abfolutely confidered, 
may be too vehement ? It is not only pof- 
ilble, but very common ; and we proceed 
to admonifh our more fanguine frienda 
againft this extreme* 

Firft then we fay, that he is eminently 
guilty of fuch folly, who is more follici- 
tous about the approbation of frail and fal- 
lible mortals, than of the unerring and 
eternal Judge, who alone can eftimate his 
condud with certainty, or recompenfe it 
with efficacy, in the different periods of 
his exiftence. 
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Pifture to yourfelves a pious and vir- 
tuous youth. His attention will turn 
chiefly on his principles, his temper, his 
paflions, his motives of aftion. Upright 
defigns, good afFeftions, a devout fpirit, 
an ufeful life, the teftimony of his own 
mind, and the friendfliip of a few people 
like himfclf — thefe, I conceive, will be 
the leading objcfts of his wifhes and cares: 
but thefe make no noife or fhow; they 
are moft of them internal, and all con- 
nefted with ideas and fenfations, exer- 
cifes and habits, hopes and joys, that 
often foar above the world's ken, and al- 
ways point beyond its jurifdi£lion% 

In his outward deportment will ht 
found a fobriety and a regularity, which, 
though accompanied with chearfulnefs, 
will by the diforderly and the fenfual be 
frequently miftaken for rigour. When the 
honour of Religion requires an open dif- 
covery of the hidden virtues which (lie has 
taught him, he will not refufc to " let his 
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•* light fhine before men." But it is hi$ 
ambition to be yet better than he fecms, 
to pradife much whilft he profefles little : 
^e would not willingly omit any ex- 
terior obfervance, which either duty or 
decency demands ; but the Omnifcient 
only is witnefs to the hidden graces of his 
heart, to the complacence he takes in 
contemplating and diffufmg happinefs, 
to the comfort he derives from relieving 
or mitigating diftrefs, to that felf-infpec- 
tion and felf-controul, to thofe conflifts 
of temperance and triumphs of faith, to 
thofe efFufions of devotion, interceffions 
for men, and afpirations after immor- 
tality, which pafs in the filence of foli- 
tade, and the fecrecy of the fouK 

Let it he added, that the greateft worth 
may be fo fituated as not to have room 
for adual, or forvifible exertion* The 
bofom may fwell with generolity, or melt 
•with compaflion, while the hand is de- 
.xiied the power of manifefting eithe^. 



cc 
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Patience can only appear remarkable in 
affliction, as moderation can feldora be 
difplayed but in profperity. Difierent 
ftations call for the exercife of diilerent 
qualities. ** But," lays a fine writer, 
** the Sovereign of the world beholds 
** every perfeiSion in its obfcurity, and 
*' not only fees what wc do, but what wt 
^< would do : He views our behaviour 
in every concurrence of aflSurs, and 
fees us engaged in all the poffibilitiei 
** of adion : He difcovers the martyr 
** and confeffor, without the trial el 
** flames, and will hereafter entitle many 
*' to the reward of a6):ions which they 
•*' never had the opportunity of perform- 
*' ing." 

Let me fubjoirt, that, as He alone is 
fully acquainted with your charafters, fo 
he only can infure your felicity by fpeak- 
ing peace to your minds through all the 
vicifTitudes of this life, and in the next 
proclaiming and crowning your cndea- 
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ours before the afiembled creation, whofe 
tnited applaufes, were it poffible to attain 
hem without his, would be empty as the 
bitteiry of fools, and impotent as the ac-^ 
lamation of children* 

■ But now fuppofe a young man fo en- 
jro£kd by the defire of human approba* 
ion, as to regard bat little that which 
s divine ; what wiU be the confequence i 
rhdfe concealed attainments and virtuear 
lefoie defcribed will feldom or never 
logage his purfuit. To ftrut and ihine 
>n this terreftrial theatre, will be his 
ligheft aim ; and if the fpedators, who 
Rath himfelf are foon to leave it, will 
but give their ineiFe£hual plaudit — to ob- 
tain, by " truth in the inward part,.'* 
fche favourable fentence of the Judge of 
til worlds, will be made a matter of flight 
confideration. Such a youth will be 
merely a player at large: earth is his 
ftage; be lives on applaufe^ and whcsk 
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he dies ^wherc is he, and what will be 

his doom : 

Permit me» Gentlemen, to reiHind jroil 
Urther, that the paffion we are furveying 
i$ cxceiHve in thofe who live to the opi- 
nion :i of others, rather than to the feel- 
ipgs of their own hearts ; who are mort 
iludious of Honour as a Reward, thaa 
of Honour as a Principle; who have more 
anxiet)* about what the world may fay of 
them» than what they muft think of them- 
felves ; in (hort, whofe predominant am*- 
bition is — to Appear, 

But who c»ui paint the meannefs, or the 
mifery, of fuch a charafler ? Who carl 
enumerate the facrifices of fmccrity, con- 
fcience, fpirit, independence, real dig- 
nity and folid fame, that are daily offered 
to the idol of Vulgar Popularity ; I mear 
the caprices, and humours, and modes 
and vices, of the very pcrfons whofe under 
ftanding is perhaps at bottom defpifed ? 
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aiiinirztioa wJI zix, Jir izii .j^l± lt it- 
curing it, fcrspt* •g.it.'T r: -Ji.ii=i •:,:::■ .n.- 
able faXixSy cr o rnfr > j^ttiitc ^h^^ 
The fcarof r:clr-I± "wl_ :r^ inTr-r ^li^n. 
from yirtui, ss rie 21 it-? if :^«..t v .^ 
often ir.cis cb^r::^ t> *-_- ^ ~ ..-: i_— - 
panies where rnl* i^-i r-ijij^^i kst tw- 
tributcd accGrd -g t: ii«2: -av- -jf -u-r 
mode* Yoa irll^ I "le" if^i- ic::tr iitf 
an inflexible irjzzrjzr . — ^ ir.rx i. zsl^ 
fionate love or ijdsiJt^ Ai'ii'-^rLi* -:» 



is in crsdir, A^e'-^i^ >i2 I-.:£»c -s^^ji^jt. 

Men of feeble sruiirizlss tui^'L ^ -n* 

ai2 right, ii d;ej ^mev Jbunr 1:. fic-s ii«!;:x vc 
none. If rou, sj asirtr^ ■» 11-^ • i.:^^-^ 
invariably the ci^Zi^ i^ji>^ v= z. r^^z^r;^ 
diat is, if jou vc4ild be rr^j :^^;^^* ^'^ 
honourable, you muit x^sr* er iJ,y^^ \ i^ag 
fatisfaAion upon the oplcxx.- cf icLsJU 

Would it be going too f^r tc* iim?^yA% 
that theie never wa&y from clc u^^'LJrtg 
Vo4. L ii 
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of the world to this day, a bigotc 
tary to Fame, whom it did not rei 
hypocrite in rdigion, or a diflemb 
life ; whom it did not warp from ref 
and fink into fervility ? 

And how is fuch a perfon repaid 

this debafement, on the fuppofiti< 

he obtains the objeft of his m 

Why, his fancy is inflamed, his tli 

are agitated, his head turns gid< 

heart reftlefs, his thjrft o( praife 

augmented by its gratification. 

. pufhed on to new enterprifes, 

trouble, uncertainty, danger; and 

compliances, of which many are ] 

many expenfive, many abjeft, am 

few, as it often happens, fliame 

ruinous alike* How often too is 1: 

tified by* the very incenfe he •recei\ 

caufe not equal to the expefl:ation< 

nity, or the demands of pride ; i 

■feldom found that others think fc 

S>f him,* as he thinks of himfelf 

V ation of a whole mi 
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lio^ever numerous or fplendid, fhall fre- 
quently give him no pleafure, if but a fingle 
individual of little note refufes to pay him 
liomage. Many of you will remember the 
liiflory of Haman and Mordecai. 

Howfrnall is the proportion of ambitious 
<xien, who can adopt the celebrated faying 
<of Caefar, that he was fatisfied with his 
Aare of life, and of fame ! Whether 
indeed Caefar could hold this language 
"With fincerity, may be a little queftioned. 
His unceafkig and unhappy purfuit of 
empire, was certainly no very convincing 
proof of it* 

But, were the praifes of others to rife 
«ver fo high, do you think. Sir, they 
^ould compenfate the reproaches of your 
^Dwn mind, if for gaining the former you 
Should incur the latter ? Surely not. How 
often have bad men felt themfelves con- 
teisptible and wretched, at the very inftanC 
thatparafites have loaded them with compli- 

K 3 ' 
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meots on their importance and fucc^s 
Flattery, like alt other applications to 
mind wounded with guilt, is at bell but 
palliative. It appears from all hifior 
that tyrants who have generally been tt 
worft characters have generally been tl 
unhappieft, though, I think, they hjf 
always received moll adulation. 

But can a young man be too eager 
feeking Honeft Fame ? Yes, he may ; ai 
erpecially, if he aim at great and extei 
five celebrity : for, in the firft place, he 
few are thi;re, whofe abilities, natural 
acquired, are fufficiently marked to di 
tinguifli them from the common mafs 
mankind ! Providence feems to raife i 
but here and there a fpirit of much eir 
nence ; meaning probably, on one hand, 
fliowwhatitis poflibteforhumanity, exal 
ed by an emanation from Heaven, to attai 
and, on the other, to Iftep the bulk of men 
nearly on a level, that they fhall ha 
litUe caufe. to loojt down on one anothci 



AD D R E S S V. 133 

Nor indeed are the few, whofe endow- 
"^ents have placed them on higher ground, 
Exempt from imperfeftions that might 
Ceach them humility : but, fuppofe their 
VFrtucs equal to their talents, and their 
opportunities equal to both, (combinations 
"^irhich feldom happen) what obftacles muft 
they expefb from the ignorance of fome, 
ftom the prejudices of others, from the 
envy of numbers ! 

The Judges of merit are not many ; and 
they too will often overlook it without ill 
intention. But there is not, I fear, any 
quality fo rare as Candour in eftimating 
the charafters of others, or a difpofition to 
Jep and to fet them in the moil favourable 
light they will bear ; nor fhall we find, 
ftmongft all the vices that adhere to men, 
any one more prevalent than a jealoufy 
of thofe that outfhine them. 

But thofe who appear to thirft after 
^fe, arc, it muft be owned, juftly dif- 
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tppointed. People naturally oppofe an^ 
violent propenfity in others, however ikef 
may ufc the freedom to indulge it in 
themlelvcs ; and no fooner do they difco- 
vcr in any a pafilonate longing after faisci 
as there is no inclination more ready 
to betray itfelf, than they are upoa 
their guard, and take pleafure in with- 
holding that applaufe, which, however 
they might be willing to beftow it as a 
gift, they cannot endure to have exa&d 
as a tribute. Even the moft generous 
minds will be careful, how they deal out 
cfMiunciidation to fuch as it might render 
vet more conceited. 

w 

Bclides, I doubt not but you have often 
obfervcd, that this weaknefs is conftantly 
loading men into indecencies, which of- 
fend the by-ilanders, from that fenfe of 
decorum which polilhed fociety cultivates 
in the human breafl. All the world is 
hurt by the boaflfulntfs and oftentation of 
him who is for ever exhibiting. In:.iiis 
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impatient t^ put himfelf forward) u^ 
talk of his own performances, and of his 
<ywn coneerns ; to be ftill the hero of his 
littte tale ; to turn the converfation ftill 
liiS own way, if indeed he does not en* 
jgrqfs the whole ; and either openly or ob* 
liquely to detrad from others, while with 
mote or lefs management, > or it may be 
dtione at all, he magnifies himfelf; — ia 
iuch behaviour there is an impropriety^ 
en indelicacy, at^each of good manners^ 
-which is felt by every one ; and, however 
tnany perfons may content themfelves with 
jTmiling at it when it feems merely the 
«fFe<^ of vanity, all will be difgufted whc0 
jt is apparently the xefjtilt of pride« 

"Whedier it he that arrogance is pectt^f 
liarly unbecoming in a creature fo frail 
and defeSive as man, or that felf-love 
an each individual revolts againft a quality 
in others, that would attempt to mortify 
it by a fenfe of inferiority ; of this we are 
•certain, that there is not on earth any one 

K4 
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fo infupportable ; and therefore of 3& 
others it meets with the fevereft checks, 
and feldom fiiils to ruin the towering hi 
brie it is erer labouring to raife. The 
higheft rank, the greateft talents, the moft 
illuftrious atchievements, can neither juf- 
ttfy nor excufe it ; and indeed it is fecretlj 
detefted by the very perfons who for their 
own ends lubmit to foothe it. Mankind in 
prnera! are more penetrating and cautious 
than vou will readily believe, with regari 
to both the encroachments of the prourf, 
and the artifices of the vain ; and if you 
wifh for their eftccm, you muft not think 
of taking it either by force or furprife. 

But I go farther, and fay that, though 
the follower of fame fhould have the 
prudence to conceal his eagernefs in the 
chace ; if yet he appear to purfue it uh- 
timately for its own fake 5 if he be found 
more defirous of receiviner than of defer- 
ving praife, more follicitous to be ad- 
:mircd than amiable 3 or if there be re»- 
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Ibn to fufped that he obliges others. onljTy 
or. chiefljr, to recommend himfelf; let 
|us merit in that cafe be what it may, fo 
"gtezt a blemifli will for ever darken it: 
-fo ieUiih a motive is fufficient to throw a 
ihade on the moft brilliant a<^ion ; and it 
lias been juftly remarked, that when one 
^MPdUld leilen the reputation of the tStor^ 
mr^ need only impute to vain-glory that 
condud, which, proceeding from a noble 
principle, would have merited and recei- 
red high conunendation. 

It does honour to the fentiments of the 
human heart, that we cannot help vene- 
rating the man who {hines on in a fupe- 
tior orbit of worth, without the afFe6la- 
tion of ibining, who is neither flopped 
in his courfe by the ftrife of tongue?, 
nor tempted to ftand ftill that he may 
Jiften to the founds of applaufe. In rea- 
lity, the lefs you are feen to covet that, 
the more you are likely, if you deferve, 
to obtain it* I appaal to the obfervatioa 
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of all 2gc5. Who has not heard tha 
Praife will follow Virtue as her ftiadoy 
while flie moves on, but fly her tH 
moment {he grows vain and turns t 
catch it ? 

Let us advance yet farther, and Cup 
pofc the over-con fcious candidate for fam 
to efcape the common fnares, and to at 
rive at his favourite objcdl:; I mean, i. 
appearance. How far may he ftill b 
from it in truth, for aught that h 
knows ! How feldom can any man h 
^rc, that the approbation he received i 
either quite fmccre, or not attended wi^ 
heavy abatements 1 How rare is thae in 
flexible veracity, which will not yield, O 
fome occafions, to the defire of grati^ 
ing an acquaintance, a compuiiony- 
friend, with a degree of commendaHe 
not exaflly meafured by the opinion «A 
tertained of him ! Where is the bre* 
fumiflied. with a window, which {ho# 
■y all, that paffcs there relatin 
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to yourfelves ? Where is the man of 
fiicb infallible intuition into the mind of 
smy other man, as to difcover the (bare 
of real regard he may happen to poflefs in 
it, if from prudence, baftifulnefs, or re- 
ferve, the latter is not difpofed to exprcfs 
it ? Where, I will venture to aflc, is the indi- 
vidual, that has penetrated every thought, 
wifh, fenfation, refpedting himfelf, in the 
moft intimate, moft endeared, moft con- 
fidential aflbciate of his foul ? And 
might I not be forgiven if I fhould even 
proceed to aflc. Where is that perfect 
cfteem which precludes all exception 
however fecret, which leaves no room 
to regret in filejtice the imbecillity of our 
conunon nature ? The beautiful phan- 
toni^ I am aware, is much talked of 
amongft the tribe of lovers, and the fond 
admirers of vifionary excellence; but 
the experience of life, and the coolnefs 
of reafon, will feldom, I believe, give it 
much credit. He, I prefume to aflert. 
is but little acquainted with the world 
or himfelf, who hopes to njieet very ofie'* 



140 ADDRESS V. 

with thofe who either fhall not, on !| 
near infpeftion, find in him fome fail- 
ings, or, whilft they are fokind as to ap- 
plaud him for all his virtues, will be fo 
frank as to inform him at the fame time, 
of all his faults. What do I fajr ? 
Where, alas ! is the Angular man, that- 
would thoroughly relifh fuch franknefs ? 
But if this be the cafe among the beft 
and wifeft friends, what is to be expefted 
from others ? How are we to underftand 
their fmiles ? how eftimate their com-' 
pliments ? It is indeed a humiliating 
idea, that, in the general currency of 
feeming benevolence and refpeft, there 
fhould probably be fo little genuine coin. 
Surely they who are greedy of popularity 
might learn fome moderation, if they 
would refleft, that they are often paid 
with counterfeit applaufes ; as thofe 
may be fatisfied, whofe endeavours ta 
deferve well of mankind are rewarded 
with fterling praife, though, like bur pu- 
^eft gold, it is not without alloy. 
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3 ID the turn of education, in thefe 
times, refemble that which ob- 
ined in the beft ages of antiquity, 
lere might be lefs need to caution you, 
ly young friends, againft an immode- 
ate Defire of Praife : for the chief objeft 
ncn was to make the Love of Fame 
oincide with the Love of Virtue, to 
indie in Youth an emulation of thofe 
ualities, exertions, and atchievements, 
^hich marked the greateft men, were 
onoured by thewifeft, and might procure 
lem in their turn the fufFrage of their 
Duntry, of mankind, and of future gene • 
itions : but in our days — I am forry to 
>eak it — the cafe is different. I faid once 
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before — I fay it again — that Tfouth art 
now, in efFeft, moft commonly taught to |5o 
feek reputation and confequence from any 
thing, or every thing, but worth and { 
capacity. The ardour of ambition, na- 
tural at their period, being thus diverted 
from the line of excellence, in which 
alone they could find a noble and fatisfac- 
tory renown, ftimulates them with un- 
ceafing violence to the fearch of imaginary 
celebrity from little, often from con- 
temptible, and not feldom from polluted 
fources. 

But that the paflion for applaufe, when 
it fails under better direction, may ftill n 
be too vehement, we have already feen in 
part ; and as this extreme is frequently 
a fpring of much diforder and diftrefs io 
the advance of life, we wifh to guard yoa 
yet more ftrongly on this fide. 

We will fuppofe you, Sir, to have ac- 
Itually attained the popularity you fo ea- 
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gerly purfue. How eafily is it loft ! 
Your lefs fortunate competitors will envy 
fMid defame you : thofe who had before 
Joined the fummit, will be too apt to 
pufh you down : a thoufand eyes will 
be turned upon you together. '* A city 
'* fet upon a hill cannot be hid." The 
caufes, which will in that cafe expofe 
jrou to a narrow and fevere infpe<^ion9 
have been frequently detailed by different 
nvriters. I will juft mention fome of 
them :— the malevolence of many, the 
curiofity of - moft, the combination of 
numbers to find out and lay open the 
infirmities, of an exalted charader, as 
furnifhing. an apology for the like frail- 
ties in themfelves if they have them, 
or matter, of triumph if they have them 
not J the vanity too of appearing more 
&gacious than their neighbours, by 
•deteding blemiflies in what the generality 
admire ; then the arfiazing propenfion, 
which is often found in perfons not 
otherwife ill-natured, to play the wit, or 
Vol. I. L 
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the cenfor, on refpedable names ; and, ]< 
me add, its being fo much eafier to d( 
preciate with vivacity than to commen 
with judgement, to raife the laugh of ri 
dicule than the fmtle of approbation, o 
the fubjefl of a merit which by its dil 
tindion awakens jealoufy, ^or mortifi< 
conceit. But think, my auditors, ho^ 
lew are qualified to ftand fucha fcrutiirjr! 

Where^ alas! is the man^ and vHh 
is his name, who can boaft a vigilant 
that is never fufpended, or a virtue ths 
is never relaxed ; whofc attention to th 
great outlines of wifdom^ or of duty 
ihall not fometimes leave the lefler ftrokc 
in his charatSter unfinifhed; or who^ i 
he is impelled by too eager a thirft c 
fame, (hall not be fometimes harried int 
the mifcarriages hinted on a former oc 
cafion? Even the fmalleft ftain is per 
ceptible in a confpicuous reputation, a 
the leaft blemifh is obferved on a brigh 
complexion : but, if a larger fpot, or foulc 
tint, (hould unhappily light upon it> th 
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iQle is obfcured at once, and moff 
:ply difgraced for the fplefidouf i^ 
|ic}i it iirft appearedv 

To proceed in the argument : let ipe 
ur<s a young man fo circumfped, and fo 
:cefsful, as to fuffbr neither from the at-^ 
:ks of others, nor from his ovim mifcon^ 
&: ; yet fuch is the nature of piankind. 
It he will not find it pp^ble to keep dlivp 
; public admiration, without e^pr^ion^ of 
lich few are capable, and thofe np( pi^l^ 
.1 continued, but (lill increafing. Th^ 
»rld is apt to rife in its e;j(pe£latioi>s frbm 
f chara(^r, in proportion to the praifes 
us<:onf(prred ; and, if thpfe expe£latio|i^ 
wever unreafonable, are difappointed^ 

9pplattfe, however ii>e|r|t(54^ is with- 
[d : it mfiftfwres perfefiipn by thp 
ndard, aot of human ability, but q{ 
man fancy : in feeking fomething new, 
often feeks what cannot be obtained, 
flferent excellei^cp will almoft always, 

a while, df aw qS its attention frgtfL 

L z 
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that which is greater, if the laft has 
for any time contemplated ; fo impadi 
lb infatiable is the defire of variety, 
fo ready is the mind to grow weary 
of admiring. Kind aiFe&ion, and fciii 
efteem, may remain for ever fteady, 
ever unimpaired : but all ftrong emotioni^ 
are by their very nature tranfient;- 
reafon, probably. Why he that ftudies tt^ 
pleafe and entertain, will fucceed mud' 
oftener than he who. afpires to elevate 
and furprife, let the refources of the lat- 
ter be ever fo great, or fo many. The 
mind that has been fatigued with gazing 
at elevated charailers, or tranfcendent 
talents, wiflies to repofe itfelf on the view 
of fuch as are mofe common and domef- 
tic; like the eye, that, being ftrained by 
the awful and majeftic profpedl of moun- 
tains, and of feas, turns with pleafure to f- 
the gentle rivulet and the humble valley. 

Confider farther, that, as the acquifition 
of diftinguilhed fame is an affair of grestt 
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[ty^ and accompanied with nutn- 
fs difquietudes, and as when acquired 
ly be eafily loft; fo when this happens^ 
ivcs its lovers in dejection and mifery : 
if they could feldom be fatisfied with 
praifes they received, if they wejce 
l^tn. di%ufted by thofe very praifes, as 
fpeming them far below their defert, what, 
kink you, muft they endure from cenfure, 
ram contempt, from bitter reproacK^vJind 
jiore bitter deriilon i 

■ * 
Shall any of you then, my honoured 
carers, and beloved friends, (hall any 
f you put your felicity or your importance 
> ib great a hazard, by building them 
n popular opinion ? Shall any of you 
»ve it in the power of every malicious, 
nd of every foolifh creature, to poifoa 
rith their envenomed tongues all the 
iveets of your youth ? Or will you re- 
ign to their petulance and nonfenfe the 
ortltude, the elevation, the heart-felt 

L3 
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delight, tliat naturally belong to ci 
tcious goodnefs ? God forbid ! 

But to ri(e oiie fte|> higher; I<it 

^raht for a moment, that extraordii 

applaufe could be prefefved to the ! 

ipfithout interruption from calumny, 

turbance from criticifm, or diminu 

from the languor and incohftancy of 

ipe£hitors : is it, after all, neceflary i 

happy life ? I cannot think it. ' 

longer a man lives, and the more he 

of the world, he graduially cools from 

paffionate fenfe of glory, which is fo 

to inflame the youthful mind, and, 

poffefling it with an enthufiaftic adin 

tion for attainments which few have 

portunities to difplay, makes it over) 

the immediate courfe of adlion pointed 

by Providence ; till, after a long t 

fpent in this airy contemplation, and m 

fruitlefs efforts to approach the fhir 

forrtis of heroic fame, and unequa 

virtue, placed at fo great a diftance, 
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enchantment is at length difTolved, and 
tiie phantoms vanUh« 

. But are vre thence to cMcIude^ that 

«»ttainable approbation is of no im* 

portance to fdf-enjoyment, or that the 

temperate defire of it may not be indul-^ 

jgisdi You have heard the contrary at 

.Sufficient length. The only queftions 

that remain, as to thefe points, are, By 

WhMi you fliould wifli to be commende4» 

and For What ? Anfwers to both mighty 

in ibme meafure, be collected from what 

has been offered already; but fo much 

depends upon them for the regulation and 

c<»nfort of life, that they deferve a fuller 

conii4eration« 

As to the former queftion. Who, or 
yfhot fort of perfons they are^ whofe ap* 
plattfe you (hould value? It is obvious 
to anfwer, in the firft place, not the 
many-headed and wrong-headed multi- 
iude* I Qpeak of their teftimony, merely 
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WTtfc regard to itfclf, not with regard tq 
•3 appendajes or efefls. 

Private l>uiinHs may, and public fta- 
ooas will, make it neceffary to pleafe 
great numbers^ as far as they can be 
plcaied wiih a clear confcicnce ; one for 
die like of perfonal advantage, the other 
for that of general utility. Statcfmen, for 
example, of whofe ofajed a main put 
ought doubtlefs to be the welfare of the 
People, are cfpcciallv called upon to ftudy 
them ; and thofc in that fituation, who do 
not ili;dv thee;, betrav an equal want of pc>- 
]:;icjIwil'>!om, arid ignorance of human na- 
ture, or fometh'ng worfe; particularly in 
g^i-vcrnn-.c :■,[.■; licllgncd to be free. Under 
f-ch fiivcrnments the people may be led, 
but will not be driven, even to their good ; 
9nd th«efbre the llateftnan, who propofe 
this, Aould be at pains to convince them 
t-tind inicntions, by treating them 

"'" ' ^P^<^i which, though 

3t always 
■ confct^iience 
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will ftill claim. Nor let him apprehend, 
that by fuch a conduft he would com- 
mit his dignity. True dignity at leaft 
there 'can be none, without benevolence. 

I 

Liberal views, and an enlarged huma- 
nity, will, as often as may be, take man- 
kind by the faireft handle, and feek their 
felicity by influencing their opinions: 
they will hot be made happy in fpite of 
themfelves. It is the duty indeed of every 
virtuous man, whatever be his fphere, 
to engage, if poflible, the imitation of 
all who witnefs his example, by con- 
ciliating their efteem for that purpofe. 
But pray obferve, that he who fhould 
prize it fknply on its own account, any 
farther than as it may be the refult of 
vefleAion and knowledge, would be guilty 
vf a poor, and a wretched ambition. Who 
iias not heard, that popular praife is infi- 
-nitely whimfical, precarious, changeable ; 
imlefs where it is the didate of inftinc- 
ijm gratitude and affection, excited by 
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oencfiu, of which the ftelingl t^ iMldlifi^ * 
can judge from their gcnecal aad j^trwi* 
lient effeds? Who has not heard, tim% 
in other cafes9 it is often bnrtflied /whotc 
there is nothing to deferve it* witfahdd 
where there is a gf^pab^eal, ud giveir or 
recalled by turnsi ju^as humour^ cbaocei 
«r faihion leads i * 

At few are curefiil: to examiitlf mriC* 
«r its opp^te^ on fnoft artieles» j€tStmtt 
are ^valiiied for the taflu Two or tkita 
jndividtfials^ who poflefs, <ft are liippoied 
to poflefs, fuperior difcemmeiity ^ve tke 
Vey to the reft. The public is generally 
Content to echo their voice. When litde 
interefted, it is apt to be lazy, aiud loves 
not the trouble of thinking for itfelf. 
As to the common herd, they are, liicie all 
other herds, merely fequacious, ftill fbl* 
lowing in the track which is trodden be- 
fore them. But can any of you, Gende- 
men, deem it fo^ery honourable;^ or de- 
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lightfiil, to be praifed by fuch as under- 
ftand not what is praife^worthy i 

*• If/' lays a noble author, ** a mufi- 

** cian were cried up to the (kies by a 

** certain fet of people who had no car in 

*' muiic, he wOuId furcly be put to the 

^^ blufh, and could hardly with a good 

*' countenance accept the benevolence of 

*^ his auditors, till they had acquired a 

•* more competent apprehenflon of him, 

•* and could by their own fenfe find out 

•• fomething that was really good in his 

** performance. Till this were brought 

•• about, there were Httle glory in the 

** cafe ; and the mufician, though ever fo 

*• vain, would have little reafon to be con*- 

"tented." The application is eafy to 

<yery fpecies of defert. 

fjis Lrordfhip indeed fubjoins, ** They 

.// frho stBteSt praife the moft, had rather 

it nO^ be taken notice of, than be ira- 

^^ ^j^iiicxitly applauded," But in this 
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he is furely miftaken, few of that cha- 
raScr being (o very delicate. It is won-< 
derful to think on what garbage a keen 
appetite for fame can often feed : it were 
mortifying to tell how many men, and 
women too, not the Oioft ignorant eg 
contemptible, are gratified with the adu- 
■ lation of fools. 

To a diflinguilhing and elegant mind» 
the approbation even of the well-meaning 

I cannot appear a very important obje(ft, 

if they are withal iij iterate and uninformed. 
It may be a mark of kindnefs on their 
, part 1 and fo far, no doubt, it is agree- 
able : but on yours, it can bffno certain 
^oof of merit ; unlefs indeed they happen 
to live with you, and you are confcious 
of treating them, not with a mean follici- 
tude about their applaufe, but with dig- 
nity and humanity at the fame time. In 
that cafe, I cannot help thinking, their 
* honefl fuiFrage does you real credit. If 

^^^^ujM^bcen'fai^ be true, that the 
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greateft heroes in public are feldom found 
fuch by their domeftics ; it will follow, 
that he who difcovers the beft difpofitions 
at home, may be fairly numbered among 
the moft eftimable charadiers. 

But to grafp at admiration from the 
gaping croud, muft ever be the efFcft 
of a coarfe tafte in what relates to fame. 
Alexander, whom the world has been 
accuftomed to call Great, was unquef- 
tionably a man of high fpirit, though he 
made a lamentable ufe of it. However 
ill direfted in other refpefts was his love 
of glory, he had the fenfe to feek its gra- 
tification from the moft competent judges 
in thofe days. Of him it is recorded, that 
after a laborious and painful march in the 
heat of a parched foil and burning cli- 
mate, having fat down by a fountain, and 
relieved his thirft with a draught of water, 
he exclaimed, ** O Athenians, how much 
*^ do I fufFer, to be praifcd by you ! " 
The Athenians, it is well known, were 
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Xt that time the people, of all others, mod 
celebrated for learning, wit, and elo- 
quence; and thtrrefore this noted fon of 
ambition, though a declared enemy <rf 
their flate, was neverthelefs anxious te 
gain their efteem. What pity he did not 
ftrive to purchafe it by being the deli- 
verer and proteftor, inftead of the pcd 
and deftroycr, of mankind ! 

To return to the multitude, whole #c* 
clamation feems fooncr or later to be 
H favourite aim of uninftrucled na- 
ture J it is obferved of them by a pro- 
found phitofopher, that they commend 
4 the lower kinds of virtue, admire thotc 
qualities which are of the middle order, 
hut have no cojiceptjop of fuch ^ w; 
moft exalted • The few» the fjaw-al9M 
can confer the nobleft reputation,- bftc^wGe 
they only can comprehend what 4e{tnn$ i^ 

Is it neceiTary to add, that tb« apj^lioA 
of the vicious and the unpriocipiecU ^ 



Ni. 
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thoir undcrftandings rated ever fo high, 
ought not tp intereft you for its own fake f 
If your merit fliould chance to procure 
you regaid amongft the weak or the wick- 
cdy or both, I know not what ihould 
hinder you from availing yourfelves of 
it to every juft purpofe: but between 
fhis, and putting a real value, in point of 
eftimation and choice, on the attachment 
of fooliih, or of bad men, there is maoi« 
feftly a wide diftin£tion« 

That bad men have often good, and 
•ven great parts, is but too true, and much 
to be regretted, fince their pre-eminence 
of talents only qualifies them for pre-«mi- 
Jiencc in mifchief. Their fatal fuccefs in 
Icdueing the young, may well be confit- 
^red as a mournful inftance. There is 
not, perhaps, in the whole circuit of fooie' 
ty, fo pernicious a chara&er, fo peftilent 
a demon, as an accomplifhed profligate. 
His power to feduce, and to ruin, fur^ 
JiUh^S indeed a deplorable refledipn. 
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.Not to fpeak at prefent of his infoE 
triumphs among the other m^. iriiat il 
we fay of the fatal dexterity which 
piraftifes amohgft his own ? . fFo be 
plauded by a man who has the reputal 
of wit, tafte, literature, and thofe art 
pleafing that are too often Jrrefiftible 
be introduced by Kim to his gay tod U 
acquuntance ^ to be even' adnuttcd: 
the lift of thoie whom he vouchfiifi 
ftyle his friends-r-^where, I'hgdah 
faid, is the youthful mind that would 
take fire at the idea ? But, if this nuu 
deftitute of worth ; if, not contented i 
joining the circles of vice, he tak 
pride in giving them the tone ; you | 
ceive at once how eafy it is for hiir 
miflead unguarded inclination, and 
miring inexperience. Of the unha 
young men who have relinquifhed 
path of reaitude, it will, I am perfuac 
he found, that the greater number v 
not more allured by the fong of pleafi 
than by «< the whittling of a nar 
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among thefe leaders of faihionable ini« 
quity. 

. To whatever caufe it be owing, the 
fame of a fprightly humour, of a brilliant 
imagination^ of fuperior knowledge, of 
the faculty of entertaining company in 
the moft agreeable manner, carries with 
it fome ftrange bewitching influence : and 
t9 be diflinguifhed by fuch as pofTefs, or 
are fuppofed to poffefs, thofe endowments^ 
is perhaps, next to being matter of them, 
the moft dangerous temptation that can 
aflail a youth of vivacity and ambition,^ 
wherever they are not under the controul 
of wifdom 'y fmce there is fcarcely any 
folly, to which they are not, by many, 
thought capable of giving not only ^ 
(andlion, but a luftre. 

Some are even fo ignorant as to*believey 
that the brighteft talents, and moft at- 
tractive accompli ihments, are met with 
chiefly ampngft the licentious and tj^e 
Vol. L M 
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profane. The prevailing caft of t 
converfation muft be confidered on 1 
other occafion : I will only fay on t 
that it is often polluted with fo much 
decency, and difgraced by fuch a mix 
of abufe againft every fon and daug 
of Virtue, that he, who is determi 
at all adventures to be acceptable am 
fuch aflbciates, muft, by a ftrange 
verfion of the ftated order, defcend to 
nour, and fink into renown. 

When the pageant of popularitj 
drefled up by worthlefs hands, (for t 
it is a pageant indeed) and prefented 
a young man as a lure, fhould he r 
inftead of allowing himfelf to be dazz 
by it, paufe-^and afk. What am I to 
crifice for this ? What truth, what mi 
hood, what peace of mind, what app 
bation amongft the beft j udges ? He t 
for the fake of outward report gives 
inward charader, he that to ftand ¥i 
the croud, -falls out with himfc 
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will fooner or later- be convinced, that he 
has not made a very wife exchange, that 
the loudeft acclamations of the million 
can hardly conquer the murmurs of an 
offended confcience, and that his own 
tnind were better worth the pleafing, than 
the whole world befide» 

But let us fuppofe, what may fome- 
times be the cafe, that the bad fhould 
concur in the verdift of the good : yet 
ftill we fay, that this concurrence cannot 
yield much fatisfaSion to the well-dif- 
pofed and well-inftrudled : for, as you 
never can be fure that fuch teftimony in 
your favour is fincere, or that it does not 
proceed from fome finiftcr view, fo it 
will appear to have very little value, 
when you recoUedt, that they who cry 
Hofannah ! to-day, may exclaim to mor- 
row. Crucify ! Or, if they fliould not be 
quite fo changeable, yet, as they are at 
heart no friends to Virtue, it cannot be 
imagined they will ever be thoroughly 

M 2 
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Tcc ;d to her followers, or ever fieady 

in ilauding them. God himfelf ij 
plealed with the celebrations of the righ- 
teous : But the praifes of the wicked, 
as well as " ihdr praj^rs, are an abom!- 
»* nation to him." 

Will it not follow from what has been 
fiiggcfted, that Reputation, amongft thofe 
who to an enlightened inderftanding join 
an upright heart, is alone valuable, con- 
fidered as a Reward of Worth ? There 
are, no doubt, as was before hinted, 
iimations in which the moft confcientious 
man not only may, but fhould, like St. 
Paul, " feek to pleafe all men for their 
*' good." If however he fttouid mlfs his 
aim, and meet with cenAire where he 
merited praife, he will, or ought to adopt 
the fentiment of the fame admirable per- 
fon, " With me it is a very fmall thing 
•* to be judged of man's judgement r-he 
f that iudges me is the Lord." But "as 
more revered by thegHml 
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than St. Paul, fo every man of prin-« 
ciple will have juftice done him by fome ; 
and the atteftation of — were it but one 
intelligent and virtuous fpirit, will be to 
him a found fo grateful, that, though in 
the world's ear it may be drowned by the 
noife of defamation, it will yet, in his, 
countervail all that clamour, and vibrate, 
fo to fpeak, like the voice of a Seraph, 
like the words of Raphael in the ears of 
our firft father, as defcribed by the poet. 

The dangers and difquietiides that em* 
1>arrafs the purfuit of indifcriminate fame, 
you have feen. A particular felicity at- 
tending the path to honeft and judicious 
commendation, is its being expofed ta 
fcarcdy any follicitude or perplexity* 
Why ? Bccaufe, if a man of fenfe and pro- 
bity can but fatisfy himfelf, I mean the 
judge in his own bteaft, he will fatisfy all 
others that deferve his care. To fay the 
truth. Sirs, I am apt to believe, that, 
difficult as it may often be to efcape the 

M 5 
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nproach of other men, it 
difficult for fuch a perfon 
own. A confciencc tender 
well informed, is wonderfu 
and delicate i infomuch, tl 
under its dlreftion, may 
highly applauded by the can 
when from an amiable, th 
too quick, fenfibility, he 
by himfelf. An exquifite fe 
it cannot be denied, is liabli 
the fcrupulous and the tin 
naturally diffident, as the fii 
fraquently the fooneft tu 
however, is an extreme, ; 
I am not very anxious to w: 
of thefe times. 



After what you have hf 
apprehend, need be added, 
the Qualities and Anions 
wiin to deferve Ap| 
Ji has been difcovcrcd, that j 
integrity alone can confer il- 
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pf genuine honour, it muft be obvious, 
that the fame acquired by vicious quali- 
fies, or hurtful a<9:ions, is unworthy of 
your regard. He w^ho fired a temple^ 
^at he might be talked of, vras an 
impious fool : it is true, he gained hJLS 
end ; but to be talked of with indigna- 
tion and contempt, rather than configned 
ta peaceful oblivion, can only be thQ 
defire of a man wicked even to madnefs« 

. It has indeed fared much better with 
many, whofe guilt, though in one re- 
(peA lefs flagrant, muft yet, when viewed 
m a moral light, appear unfpeakably more 
atrocious : I mean thofe fanguinary he-» 
roes, who, ftimulated by the falfeft ideas 
of glory, fought it in the flaughter of na- 
tions, and the devaftation of the world ; 
I mean your Philips, your Alexanders, 
your Caefars, your Pompeys, and other 
fuch public robbers, and celebrated de- 
ftroyers, whom numbers perhaps, that 
j^o^H hear me, have, by an education the 

M4 
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moft erroneous imaginable, been 
tiiink of with admiration. In n 
purely, have poets and hiftorian 
greater differvice to the interefts 
inanity, than the delufive fplendo 
they have often fpread over the n: 
of men who^owght to have beer 
mitted to pofterity with the deepefi 
af execration and horror, notwii 
Ing the great and popular qualij 
by which feme of them were diftini 
To the magic of genius in thofe 
muft we not, in part at leaft, a 
the avidity and rapture with v 
youthful fancy devours the ftory 
bloody adventurers, furveys their v; 
and follows their triumphs, inflam 
almoft the fame frenzy of conqueft, 
defpight of fenfations habitually ger 
generous, exulting in their de 
prowefs ; like them forgetting, 
moment, all the rights of fociet 
even negle6ling the tears and c 
widows and orphans, amidft the 



ADDRESS VI. r6^ 

ftf men, who, in queft of a turbulent 
fame and unbounded empire, wantonly 
violated^ whatever was moft venerable, 
dear, or delightful on earth ? 

. But why ^are not teachers in general at 
pains, (fome, I am fenfible^^are at the 
greateft) to guard their pupils againft 
this early enchantment, by difplaying 
before them the infinite fuperiority of 
fuch as have, by wife inftitutions, falutary 
laws, and a happy attention to the arts 
of peace, and the manners of mankind, 
provt^d themfelves really deferving of 
tranfcendent honour ? What indeed are 
the names I juft mentioned, with innu- 
merable more of the fame ftamp, when 
sveigbed in the balance of impartial rea- 
ion — ^what are they to Mofes, David, 
Solon, Lycurgus, Numa, Alfred, Wil- 
iiam Prince of Orange, William Penn, 
and other illuftrious- charaffcers of patriot- 
•ifm and wifdom, recorded in facred and 
<Lvil hiftory^ not toinfift here Qn that «^ 
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the greateft Ddiverar, and Lawgiver Iht 
world ever belield { 

But though formerly tranfported wkkn 
what appeared to you, the famous ejcpkiti 
of ancient or modern ravagers, you htm 
not now a wilh to imitate them, 
it in your power. More mature rafleOfi 
tioff has taught you an abhorrence of s^ 
pine, bloodihed, and defolation» by wfaat^ 
ever fhow of courage, or pretence to he- 
roifm, difguifed. The chief danger at 
prefent is, left young men fliould ftek 
an imaginary reputation in the walks 
of pleafure, or purfue it in the airy chace 
of frivolous attainments. Thofe who 
feek it in the firft fhall be confidered 
afterwards. Of the laft, are there not 
numbers who deride the notion of vir- 
tuous renown, who laugh at every idea 
of difinterefted zeal, extenfive utility, 
and heroic worth, while they feriouHy 
admire, -and pant to be admired — for 
what f For fome puerile accomplilhr 
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ment, or petty quality, which gives no 
•value to life, leaves them at beft but cy- 
phers in fociety, and provokes men of 

fenfe to defpife their youth Yes, ye 

ambitious triflers, your youth may be 
juftly defpifed, when dignified by nought 
Aat is ufeful or laudable, when your 
faireft days are marked only by anxious 
efforts to fliine at the tavern or the tea- 
table, at a ball or a card party, at a con-» 
cert or a court, 

I am far from thinking. Gentlemen^ 
that in this very imperfeft condition of 
our nature, either philofophy or religion 
forbids any of thofe inferior ftudies, at- 
tentions, or embellifhments, which ferve> 
confiftently with innocence, to entertain^ 
to enliven, to promote good-humour, and 
preferve that mutual fatisfad^ion, that 
eafy complacence, fo neceflary in fociety, 
which a continued ftrain of the graver 
virtues and the higher acquifitions, were 
it indeed pradicable> would be in danger 
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of precluding. But I muft intreat yoff 
to obferve, that they ceafe to be innocent, 
and lead both to degeneracy and difgracc, 
when they make men fantaftic, effemi- 
nate, conceited ; when they exclude or 
overtop a regard for the praife of wifdom 
and piety. 

Of the fubordinate parts, if we may 
fo call them, that belong to the general 
drama of the world, it cannot be doubted, 
that to fill them up well, deferves applaufe, 
and that he deferves but little, who, 
whatever walk may be allotted him, for- 
gets to aim at excellence. Let thofe 
therefore who apply to any honeft occu- 
pation, however low, labour to be mafters 
in it. In this way they will be fure of 
commendation to a certain degree. We 
are fo made, as to be taken with eminence, 
iu whatever line it appears. 

But let no man direct his principal am- 
bition to the reputation of mere abilitj-r 
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To what then ? To a charafter for 
i^orth. Amongft a number of compe- 
titors it is not to be fuppofed, that many 
can acquire a diftinguijQied name in their 
particular callings, or profeiTions : but 
certainly there is nothing to hinder any 
man from being very honeft, very vir- 
tuous, very humane ; and we have feen 
that he who is fo, will be loved and va- 
lued by thofe who know him, when all 
the capacity in the world will be infuf- 
ficient to fave from contempt, or detefta- 
tion, the vicious and abandoned. 

What is the refult of the whole ? Bear 
witnefs, earth and Heaven ! bear witnefs, 
men and angels ! there never was, therq 
never will be found, any firm or perma- 
nent foundation for a fame thoroughly 
cftimable, but that which is laid in 
Goodnefs. If rank, affluence, authority^ 
talents, if any, but efpecially if all of 
thefe are added, that goodndfe .will of 
courfe be more diffufive^ and confer 
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all* other propenfities,. or rather convoi 
them to its own ufe, give them its own. 
ftamp, and nearly reduce to a level the 
feelings of mankind ; no diverfity of turn 
or condition, of genius or culture, bein^ 
able to produce any very eflential dif&F-' 
ence in the behaviour of Lovers as fuch^ 
unlcfs where the fanftity of honour, or 
the debafement of vice, occaiions that 
difference. 

It is recorded of the youthful Patriarch 
Jacob, that ^' he ferved Seven Years for 
'* Rachel, and they feemed to him but a 
** Few Days, for the Love he had to 
'' her. " How amiable an attachment ! 
How animating a motive ! How chear- 
ful and happy a fervice ! Attend, ye 
fons of Virtue, whofe bofoms beat with 
the fame beautiful affedion ; attend, whilft 
I endeavour to difplay its foundation, 
dignity, and influence. Liften alfo, thou 
flave of Appetite, who haft fubmitted to 
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irag the chain of a harlot, to flatter heri 
vanity^ and humour her caprice, to feed her 
infetiable rapacity, and tamely endure her 
violence, at the very time that thy reafbn 
dcfpifed her for her want of worth, and 
thee for fo vile a bondage ; liften,. and 
learn the difference between Senfual De- 
ilre and Honourable Love. 

The Meannefs and Mifery created by 
the firft, wherever it domineers, I purpofe 
to expofe on fome future occafion. The 
oppofite Charadler and Confequences of: 
the laft, when attended with difcretion, 
and profpered by Heaven, I . will now 
try to reprefent, without any apology for 
addreffing you, in this ferious ftyle, on 
a fubjeft too often treated with. levity, but 
fandiiied, as you fee, by no lefs an author* 
ity than that of Holy Writ, complicated 
with the deepeft fenfations of human na- 
ture, connected with the deareft concerns 
of fociety, and productive of the moft 

N 2 
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important efibfts on the tempers and maiw 
ners of meiu 



t 



To youy my Younger Brethren, I 
eannot help thinking it of fingular mo- 
ment. From the attachments which you 
fhall form for particular peribns of the 
ether fex, your lives will probably receive 
their prevailing colourr If thofe are well 
clireded, thefe will generally be virtuous 
and defireable above all others : but, if 
the heart is early biaffed to wrong objefls 
among women, who does not know that 
the confequences are often peculiarly fa- 
tal ? And in an age like the prcfent, ; 
when the condufl: of the paffions is the t 
laft thing ufually taught in education, or 
thought of afterwards, and when fo many 
circumftances confpire to miilead them, 
God knows how neceflary it is to guard 
you on that fide by all poiSble methods, 
of which I am perfuaded none can be more 
efficacious, next to religious confiderations, 
than impreffing you ftrongly with the 
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fweetnefs and noblenefs of a tender aiFec^ 

lion well pointed. " Jacob ferved fe*- 

^' ven years for Rachel j and they feemed 
f^ to him but a few days, for the Love be 
f< bad to. her." 

Our Patriarch pofTefled neither fortune^ 
lior the profpedl of it ; and the lady's fa;- 
t^er w^is one of thofe won4erfully prudent 
{MU-ents who fell their daughters, juft as 
t|iey would fell their cattle. What could 
fhc lover do, but comply with the hard*- 
ihip of his fituation in the moil: graceful 
manner l)e was able ? A decent provifion 
yn^ requifite, as well for the young wo* 
man's fake, as for his own : nor did he wi0i 
$p fleal her from her family, that hf 
might gratify the rafh impulfe of appetite, 
without regard to order or propriety ; fqr^ 
had this been the cafe, he might doubtleis 
have found fufficient opportunities : but 
he valued her peace and reputation to^ 
highly to venture on a ftep fo little condu- 
cive to either} and, furely you muft own, 

N ^ 
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he could not have given many c 
proofs of the purity with which he' 
her: but he loved her with fuch i 
too, that, rather than not obtain h 
was willing to uridergo the khout 
Seven Years fervitude, and afterwai 
it ftiould feem, of Seven Years mor^ 
father having, at the expiration of d 
term, inflead of fulfilling his engag 
without any further claim, doubli 
di'miind. Of all difpofitions Avar 
Tjerhaps the nioft unfeeling. It fc 
'confideration for the fenfihilities < 
heart : it cannot comprehend ther 
even treats them with contempt ; 
when armed with power, there are Cc 
any ties of honour, orof juftice, wh 
is not prepared to violate. 

But though the covetous Laban 
fuch tlifhbneft advantage of Jacob''s 
dcrnefs for his daughter, it was at 
fo ftedfaft and fervent, that her chai 
iHiagc, the' exhilarating hope of c; 
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*r his at the ftipulated period, and 
ay we not add the feminine meeknefs, 
le maiden endearments, the foft approv- 
ig fmiles, with which her efteem and 
ratitude would reward him during an 
iterval that muft otherwife have been 
kfupportably tedious, concurred to make 
glide away with delight. Or, if to 
is impatience the time might now. and 
len appear long, yet flill to his love the 
ial would be fhort: for thus, I think, 
'c are to underftand the pafTage ; nor 
ill my more fufceptible hearers hefitate 
> acknowledge, that it contains one of the 
nefl, no lefs than one of the trueft touches 
F Nature. With fuch indeed the Scrip- 
ires abound ; and of the men, who treat 
lofe facred volumes with fcorn or indif-^ 
Tence, we may venture to fay, that, if 
ley are in earneft, they fo far difcovei* a 
?fe£t of tafte and fentiment, as well as 
f faith and devotion. 

N4 
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What is here told of our patriarchal 
lover, affords us the faireft ground tlut 
could be deTired, for contemplating the 
Spirit and Tendency of a Virtuous Paf- 
fion, whilft it places both in the moft 
^reeable light. 

Need I premife, that I think of foin&- 
thing far different from thofe little flut- 
tering fondnefl*es between boys and girls, 
which are occailoned by the play of the 
fancy, and the dance of the blood, before 
judgement has had leifure to acquire any 
intereft in their choice, or any direftion 
of their conduct? Such early emotions 
are commonly as fleeting as they are fri- 
volous. The reciprocal charm of moral 
qualities has hardly begun to operate. 
Not that it is not frequently poflTefled on 
both fides, and fometimes perhaps in a 
more pleaflng degree than ever after : but, 
as it is not attended with the fame enlight- 
cned confcioufnefs in him or her who pof- 
fcflesit, fo neither is it equally unfolded 
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to Aq f^perlicial eye of the yQn^hful ad- 

Qiirer^ who is tafepn Qiily or chiefly with the 

^xteff^^ form, and feels the corporeal pro- 

penfi^y withpHt wy very diftin£^ conceptioa 

of it^ defign. Qii^d, my young friends^ 

^g^inft fo puerile a folly. It will make 

you boys ii>deed, and keep you fo— who 

can tell how long ? You will fink into 

fnerQ triflers, at the very time that yo« 

A&Oiild be diligent learners : You will 

]>e90|ne the fport of imagination, conceit, 

and paigon, juft wben you jQiouId be acr 

quiring principles of fobriety, modefty, 

and; felf-command. It is from giving 

way to thofe idle infignificant palpitations 

^ tl|e juvenile bofom, from learning to 

cajlthem by fine names, and from (up* 

p^fing fuch as feel, and fuch 4y|Edte 

them to be fine people, whofe ;-$&9efs it 

is to oharm and to be charmed, that mul- 

tlttdefi of our youth ihoot up at once into 

ioji^oiiibs under the notion of Lovers, 

long bjefore they are capable of compre- 

'IhcDiiing wh&t the character means. In- 
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{lead of a mafculine virtue and firm de-^ 
portment) they contrad, in the beginning, 
an efieminate turn and fantaftic manners. 
Drefs and (how, and flight accomplifli- 
ments, grow into objefts of the firft. ccin- 
fequence : complimental fpeeches and 
empty prattle are adopted as the favourite 
tone ; and when they meet their congenial 
coquettes, all is flattery, and froth, and 
nonfcnfe, and levity, which the particf, 
poor things ! fondly miftake for being 
mightily enamoured of one an9tt>er« 

Need I, amongft the many ill eflEeAs 
of fuch an error, mention that it will fre- 
quently, if not generally, prevent any 
chance of their ever after experiencing the 
fweets or improvements of a ferious and 
honourable paflion ? Or is it necefTary to 
prove that this laft is an attachment of a 
much fuperior kind j that, whilft it fecretly 
operates on the fenfesand fancy, with a force 
proportioned to the complexion and habits 
of the individual, it has its principal feat in 
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the foul, awakens all her better* inftin<Sts, 
iiiid through every ftage of its progrefs is 
ihfcparable from i4eas of efteem on the 
fcorc of internal qualifications, whether 
i*eal or fuppofed, whether they are read in 
the outward appearance, or learned by 
' report, or difcovered by intimacy ? 

"■ Put the cafe of a young man, whofe 
mind is not yet polluted by vice, or per- 
verted by vanity; two things that mufl: 
always preclude a thorough affection of 
the tender kind : for how is it poflible 
tiiat vice fliould be enamoured of its rival,' 
or that any one Ihould truly admire an- 
other whofe vanity concentrates his admi- 
iration upon himfelf ? Figure this amiable 
stnd uncorrupted youth to be ferioufly 
in loVe, and confider in what manner he 
will be afFefted. In fome fuch, I appre- 
hend, as the following. 

He will afcribe to the attraftive objeft 
s^ purity, an elevation, a fupereminencc 
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1 
of worth, tiat places her above thf | 
refl of her fcx. He will contemplate bet i 
idea with a icind of religious reverence, 
To dwell upon it without interruption oi i 
difhirbance, he will often Ileal away iatt^ , 
iblitude. In the hurry of bufinefs, hif 
thoughts will fly to her, as the only crea-» 
ture whofe approbation can crown his fuc- 
cefs at laft, or whofe company can i«lie>'e 
his cares for the prefent. In the midft of 
amufement he is for the moft part filent, 
abfent, unamufcd, fees nothing, hears no- 
thing, is impatient to be gone, that he may 
gaze on her Ioq^, and liften to ksr voice ) 
all other faces appearing to him witboHt 
allurement, in comparifon, »n4 all ^thcf 
mufic dull. Among ftrangers )nt has Uttlq 
or DO joy, becaufc he cannot talk of he| 
virtues, graces, and acGqfnplilhmMttS. 
To expviate Oil thefe ig his bighcft indul- 
gence, in converfing with hjs friend;. If 
they attend to her praife with good-nature, 
be is particularly gratified: if they »^nt 
Go it with marks of lively applauf«, tkey 
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oblige, they delight him beyond concep- 
tion ; be i8 all fluency, vivacity, rapture. 
If any of them fliould, on the contrary, pre-^ 
fiime to depreciate her chara£br, or decry 
her talents, he would be (hocked to the 
ibul ; nor could any former intimacy or 
kindnefs excufe in his eyes fo grofs an af- 
front. In her fuperior prefence he is zU 
ways modeft and refpe£^ful, often timid 
and embarraflfed. The very fame perfon, 
who is on her fubje£l eloquent to others, 
is at times incapable of uttering a word 
to herfelf, and can only exprefs the vene- 
ration he feels for her by ' his looks, his 
iighs, and his confufion. In this fituation 
lie is penetrated with a fentiment alike 
tefined and interefting. That bold fulter 
who appears confident of fueceieding with 
the pcrfon he addrefles, and was never 
iWeetly bafhful in her company, is not a 
lover, but a fenfuallft, or a mere pretender 
who plays his part for fome felfifh purpofe* 
The young man I now defcribe, dreads, 
as the greateft misfortune that could befall 
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him, offending the woman of his hearti, 
whilft he confiders her efteem not only.flH 
the fureft proof of worth on his fide, bu 
iCB noblcfV re^-srd in this world. He-wonU'i 
(brink at the thought of hurting herdotl 
licay by any thing in his behaviour, !aa- 
guage, or appearance, rude, or coarfc, <Jr 
forward. Were he to fall among ]oo&) 
men, who {howed a difpofition to laughs 
at his fenfibilicy or anxiety where Ibe 
Concerned, and who fcrupled not to infi^.. 
nuate that he ought to divert thofe grave 
humours by alTociating fotnetimes -witb 
certain convenient females of eafy virtue, 
as they love to fpeak, with what- abhor- - 
hence and contempt would he treat their 
fyflem ! Should any of his connexions or 
acquaintance folHcit him to leave the ob- 
jeft of his choice for fome other woman of 
greater beauty, rank, or fortune, what dif- 
dain would fill him at the propofal, what 
difpleafure at thofe who made it! When 
, he reads or hears of a profeffed lover at- 
Ltempting to feduce fome innocent crca- 
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tare whofe greateft error is believing fuch 
a'^wretch, he will burn with indignation 
at profeffions fo impudently falfe, and a 
coadu£t fo flagrantly repugnant to the 
facredoefs of genuine afFeclion. 

• 

Thcfe, if I miftake not, are a few of its 
charaderiftic features in the male mind, 
(for of that I now fpeak) : but from the moft 
eminent of thefe we are furely warranted to 
infer, that it derives its origin from Vir- 
tue; that it is of a generous and noble 
nature; and that the animal impulfe which 
ufurps its name, but wears an afpedb 
and produces efFefts fo extremely infe- 
rior always, and frequently fo (hameful 
and ruinous, ought never to be dignified 
with the honourable appellation of Love. 

With refpe£l to the flrength of this 
pafHon, it matters not, in many cafes, 
through what avenues the ef^eem which 
gives it birth is admitted; nor with what 
degree of readinefs or deliberation it finds 
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^dlputtuiGe. Love at 64 figbt bak^ iadMH, 
left, often proVeA fvSdekitty fUbl 
oft«n. diawn. after k ^ matt pwMd wfc 
conre^uenceg. A prtf^offi^flMa^Jb 
formed, is at no time the clefunft- 
a guarded mind* Still lefs can 
in the firft inftanoe, lay clium- tb da^ 
tion of fober inteUefi^ and tfaac :i4!ik 
tion will) without ^ueftion, be c oilM ia ii l ^ ) 
the moft fblid and Iafting»\iAicK giMVtlf 
infenfible gradations oat of Idtig «cqapi(^ 
tapce^ and frequent fellowfliip of iHin^ 
Neverthelefs it cannot be denied^ thatfiitf/^ 
of the moft elevated and delightful alln^ 
ances, which have fubfifted between dtf) 
fexes, took their rife, on the man's fideiV: 

• 

leaft, from imprefllons almoft inftaataAe* * 
ous in the beginning, however they iaif^ 
afterwards be confirmed and improved hf- 
time and cultivation., On the womahV 
part, indeed, too quick a fufcepttbffil)^ 
of pailion has been juftly pronounest 
very little becoming the delicacy of tb» 
female- chara£ler'-^l faid, Too quick a 
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ceptibility of Pafllon. The fentiment o# 
a tender liking fuddenly awakened in the 
ibttl by the myftic power of phyfiognomy, 
pr deportment, or converfation, as deno- 
ting an internal charafter formed to attraft 
a particular mind, I conceive to be a 
thing perfeftly compatible with the cor- 
xeStdt feelings and the pureft: ideas. 

As to oiir Patriarch, it is evident that he 

was enamoured of his Rachel at the firft. 

interview, which the hiftory relates in a' 

very natural manner, with circumftances' 

extr^nely beautiful. Let us read the 

narrative in its own inimitable ftyle: a 

pairaphrafe would deftroy it. ^' Then Ja- 

•• cob went on his journey, and came 

•* into the land of the people of the EaftJ 

". And he looked, and behold a well in the 

" field; and lo, there were three flocks of 

>* iheep lying by it; for out of that well 

** they watered the flocks: and a great 

^ ftone was upon the well's mouth. And 

^ thither were all the flocks gathered: 

Vol. I. O 
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•» and they rolled the ftoire from the 
" well's mouth, and watered the flteep, 
** and put the Hone again upon the well'l 
" mouth in its place. And Jacob fwl 
*' unto them. My brethren, whence be 
'* ye? And they laid. Of Haran are Vfe. 
" And he faid unto them. Know ye La- 
" ban, the fon of Nahor i" And th^ 
" faid. We know him. And be faid 
*' unto them, Is he well ? And ihey 
" faid, He Is well : end behold, Radiel 
*• his daughter cooieth with the (heep. 
*' And he faid, Lo, it is yet high day. 
" neither is it time that the cattle fliould 
*' be gathered together : water ye the 
" flieep, and go, and feed them. And 
*' they faid, We cannot, until all the 
*' flocks be gathered togethtr, and titi 
*' they roll the ftone front the we]l% 
•' mouth: then we water the fiidep. 
'• -And while he yet fpake with thtmi 
** Rachel came with her father's (hecpi 
•• for (he kept them." Sudi were the 
fimple unambitious manners of thofe 
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i4ys. Say, ye daughters of Britain, 
Hr^c t)iey the lefs virtuous, or the lefs 
^lappy I Mark the fequel. ^^ And. it 
^* ci^n\e to pafs, when Jacpb faw Rachel 
f^ tfee daughter of Laban his mother's 
*^ brother, and the flieep of Laban bi$ 
*' mother's brother, that Jacob went near, 
f^ and rolled the ftone frojn the well's 
** mouth, and watered the flock of La- 
** ;ban his mother's brother. And Jacpji 
5< jkiiTe^ Rachel, and lifted up his voice, 
** ^d wept," Gan you help apj>lauding 
his attention, his courtefy, his fweet fen- 
fibility, the undiflfembled tranfport that 
flowed at his eyes from his fwelling heaxt/ 
jOr will any of you fuggeft, that thofc 
tears were unmanly, or this native bur^ 
of tender paflion ,y/ibecoming ? Let me 
not Xiippofe you fuch utter ftfiangers to 
the lovelieft movements of t:he huma^i 
mind. 

That Jacob was not wholly unuc^ 
liu^inted with the m^rit ^i\i ^ppeai:aQ<}e 

O 2 
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of Rachel before he faw her, may le 
readily prefumed from the near relatiot; 
of the two families. But who knows noc. 
that fuch previous notices are often fa, 
enough from infuring affeilion, when tbt 
parties meet; and that the eye may loot 
with indifference, perhaps with dillike, 
on an objeft of whom the car had received 
the moft flattering defcription ? The di- 
vine accord of Virtuous Love muft ari(e 
from a fource that lies much deeper. It can 
be found only in minds that are unifon. 

Among the wonderful harmonies of Na- 
ture, it is worthy of particular remark, 
with what perfpicuity kindred fouls fhall 
difcover, and with what joy recognize each 
other, the moment they come together, 
as though they had been acquainted and 
attached in fome pre-exiftent Itate, and 
only waited for an opportunity of r«iew- 
ing, in this world, their former intcr- 
courfe. ■ How propitious an event, when 
they are permitted to meet ! What muj* 
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titudesr may be feen to wander up and 
down with reftlefs anxiety, and to wear 
life away in an impatient fearch after 
their congenial fpirits, without ever finding 
ibem! 

When the heart ha$ long fighed and 
panted for its mate j when it has repeat- 
edly pleafed itfelf with the hope that this 
or the other was the darling objefl:, whofe 
idea had fo often excited tendernefs and 
enchanted imagination, but has been re- 
peatedly difappointed and checked i what 
defpondence muft be the refult, what 
fhrinking back into its own folitary void, 
if not fupported by proper confiderations ! 
Perfons fo fituated ought to reflet, that 
of forming this union, however defireable, 
there can be no neceflity but what them- 
felves create, by neglefting the difcjpline 
of their paflions, the regulation of their 
fancies, and the purfuit of fuch pleafuret 
as Providence and Piety haVe placed withiQ 
their reach^ 
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To proceed upon a point which cannot 
be ftated too clearly -, let none conclude, 
from the warmth my argument may in- 
fpire, that I wifh to recommend a Roman- 
tic or over-ftrained attachment, though 
ever fo fmcere and well intentioned. It 
would ill become a Minifter of religion, 
to utter a fentence in favour of any thing fo 
repugnant to that fpirit of fobriety which 
religion teaches refpefting every terre- 
firial connexion. To dream of Paradife 
in whatever ftate of life, is to forget both 
the defedls and the diftreffes inherent in 
the condition of humanity. If the gar- 
den of innocence itfelf could not fecure 
the firft pair againft frailty or forrow, 
what is to be expedted by their guilty ofF- 
fpring, condemned to wander the wilder- 
nefs of the world, through multiplied 
•fnarcs and calamities ? Yet fuch is their 
folly, that, whatever ftrikes their imagina- 
tions with delight and wonder, they fufFer 
at once to captivate their hearts, without 
ftaying to confidcr whether it be calcu- 
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lated to prcferve refpeft, or to infure conr 
tentment^ 



Among the young in particular, where 
.the intercourfe of the fexes is concerned, 
-what can be more yifionary, or abfurd, 
than the notions often entertained of an- 
gelic evxcellence and confummate hap- 
pincfs ? On thefe occafions nothing, is 
talked of but rapture, tranfport, extacy, 
perfeftion, felicity fupreme ! Such ex- 
travagance muft appear abundantly ridi- 
culous to thofe that, are not feized with 

.the fame phrenzy, 1 faid, Phrenzy. 

What was remarked long ago is .certainly 
true : '' There have been many men who 
*' have, run out of their wits for women." 
Nor can it be denied, that philofophets 
and heroes have frequently been of the 
number; this ftrange myfterious paifion 
getting the better at once of all their wif- 
dom and magnanimity, when ofF their 
guard. It is indeed aftonifhing, to what 
/extremes of violence, fury, infatuation, 

04 
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minds otherwife ftrong and enlighteno/ 
have been driven by a fingle idea of the 
kind, which they permitted to eiigrofe 
and inflame them. Some female objetl, 
jn whom the impartial fpeftator couid fee 
nothing extraordinary, perhaps little ami- 
able, perhaps much of the reverfe, has 
had power to dazzle, to blind, to be- 
witch, to impel them to madncfs. And 
has female nature always efcaped UB" 
touched ? Let poetry, let hiftory, la 
obfcrvation tell. Ah, my fifters, witb 
what peculiar vigilance ought you te 
watch over your imaginations on this 
quarter! 

To the virtuous of your fex God . hs 
frequently given fuperior generofitjr of 
affection. But is there not frequently toOt 
conneiSed with it, a tendency to enthufUr" 
tic fondnefs, which, without a powerful 
counterpoife from the fide of duty and 
difcretion, may be exceedingly dangerous 
on 3 ihoufaivd a';(;oyLnx.^ ? WsJaaw^li ^ue 
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teputation and honour fhould remain un- 
liurt, what formidable inroads would be 
made on your quiet and comfort, on the 
fobriety of your minds, and the delicacy 
cf your manners, were you to harbour a 
wild, fantaflic, and agitating prepoiTef- 
£on! 

Let me not be defpifed -for inculca- 
ting, on cither fex. Prudence in this par- 
ticular, I am not infenfible, that fond 
lovers and fine ladies deteft the very n^me 
of Prudence, and that any one who of- 
fers, with whatever caution, to hint ad- 
vice of this fort, is in danger of being 
deemed equally unfeeling and fordid, or 
at beft but little acquainted with true 
gallantry. To talk of reafon, or to think 
of circumftances, where the dear, the 
charming paffion is in queftion ; what an 
.infringement on the rights of Love; what 
an affront to the prerogatives of the Fair ! 
> Foolifli and contemptible ! As if he 
muft nef:efiarily be a cold lover, who is not 
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a diftra£ted one ; or as if that mai 
wanting in deference for worthy ^ 
who wifhed to eftimate their wort! 
difcernment, and point out to thi 
well as to his own fex, the path c 
dom and happinefs. 

To follow without fear the ftart 

moment; to facriiice all that ca 

lafting fatisfa<Slion, or folid confe 

in life, for the fake of appearing 

gioufly dlfinterefted and heroic; 

word, to indulge the prefent impi 

whatever hazard to both parties j 

future ; this, my young friends. 

found lilcc fpirit and boldnefs tc 

that arc yet unacquainted with hai 

and ignorant how foon fancy and 

arc chilled by poverty and neglefl 

I aver in the face of prejudice ani 

fenfe, and I conjure you to remem 

that the nobleft afFedtion, and tl 

permanent, will ever be found ij 

. hearts Where fweet fufceptibility : 
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aniiable tendernefs are fupported by real 
dleem, and regulated by the foundeft un- 
derftanding, in humble affiance oil the 
divine dire6tion and favour. 

So much indeed has been faid by all 
ages concerning the blindnefs of this paf- 
fion, in what relates both to the qualities 
of its objed, and the effedis of indulging 
it without controul, that moft people 
feem to thihk fuch incapacity of judging^ 
a weaknefs infeparable from it. But 
what other paifion can you name, that 
is not pfone to magnify its purpofe, or 
not difpofed, in the eagernefs of its purfuit, 
to overlook the dangers and evils that rtiay 
arife ? Where is the lover of wealth, of 
jiower, or of fame, whofe partiality for 
his favourite good, and impatience to en- 
joy it, has not impofed on his judgement^ 
by adding to the darling poffeffion ima- 
ginary fplendorj arid withdrawing his at- 
tention from the hazards and inconveni- 
tncies to which it may expofe him ? But are 
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we therefore to conclude it impoffible, 
that wealth, or power, or fame, Ihould 
ever be valued with reafon, or fought 
with moderation ? Becaufe moft lo 
of the fcx feem, for a while at leaft, 
be under a fpccies of enchantment that 
places them in fairy land, and reprefenB 
their admired objects beyond the life, does 
it follow, that no man can be tenderly 
attached to a virtuous and reafonable wo- 
man, without lofmg his fenfcs, or for- I 
pelting his duty ? 

The extravagant conceits, fo com- 
monly obferved in the clafs of people 
called Lovers, may be deduced in a great 
meafure from the warmth, and aptitude 
to wonder, which are natural to ■ youth 
and inexperience : but, as if thefe were 
not of themfelves fufficiently impoling, 
almoft the whole tribe of verifiers, novei- 
ifts, and romancers, have confpired wth 
them to midead unguarded minds on this 
fubjeit. How i By exhibiting gaud^ 
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pifiures of a pailion which is originally 
but too alluring 5 by, in a manner, deify- 
ing that pafSon, and the imperfed beings 
who excite it j by frequently holding up 
to its view an excellence more confummate 
and more wonderful than ever exifted among 
mortals ; in fine, by placing its gratifica- 
tion, and the whole apparatus with which 
Art, not contented with the fimplicity of 
Nature, has embellifhed it, in fuch lights 
as beguile the credulous votary with ex- 
peftations that never can be anfwered. 

If the produftions of a charter fancy 
lay open the inquietudes and calamities 
occafioned by Love, when it is either in- 
ordinate or ill direfted, they often make 
little imprefllon upon the young reader, 
whofe foul is pre-occupied by thofe flo- 
rid ideas, and rapturous defcriptions, 
which he has met with elfewhere, and 
which ar(? fo particularly flattering to 
his inclinations. He fwallows with grecj*- 
dinefs the fweet poifon, but negledb 
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^ tbe viddotey 9» left Hgmeable ; he J0f 
mifep biffifclf a more prcqHtious .^i^iiy 
Iban has been experieoccad 1^ odic^ajli 
autkes no doubt of nuuvigiog bia att^dbl 
«ents» and bis jojrs, wiA ipneafiBr jnr 
prietf tban bas bcoi prvfiifed by wm 
ber9 m the fame fituation* Woidd k li 
any wonder if, when be ccM^es to .dw 
txperioiettt, lie flundd be et^^iolLy .difiipc 



Do we cenfure then, in genehd^ wbif 
may be termed the Poetry of Love I 
Such rigour is^ far from our thoughts. 
When the mind is warmed and exalted 
hy this ftrangely animating propenfitft 
it will, Ao doubt, be addi<Sled to glowiflf 
reprefentation and lofty imagery j it willfif 
with eagernefs on whatever is moft Ihi- 
ning and delightful in the profpedl beforip 
it, ai>d, as much as poflible, turn away its 
eye from circumftances that might breol 
-difguft, or damp admiration. It may be 
:!ftbferved, even of tibofe whofe temperament 
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U naturally cool, that, when they are fired 
in their turn with the enthuiiafm we fpeak 
c£, their thoughts acquire a tendency to 
flow in verfe, which is never felt by them 
at any other period ; and they adopt in- 
ienfibly fuch paffionate language, and tenr* 
der appellations, as - would, in a different 
ftate of mind, appear to them fantaftical 
and childiih« From fits of this kind, 
perhaps, the wifeft: themfelves are not 
always exempt ; but in calmer intervals, 
Sfld thefe, it may be prefumed, will return 
mofl: frequently to fuch, their good fenfe 
and ferious principles will difpofe them to 
refled, that there is nothing on earth 
completely excellent or bleft ; that there 
are abatements in -^very condition ; that 
the brighteft characters have their fhades ; 
aad that Infinite PerfeiSlion only can fill 
<he wiihes of immortal man. In this way^ 
the tranfition from the poetical colours of 
on enamoured imagination to the plain 
profe of ordinary life, will not feem too 
wide ; or rather, both united will make 
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an i^reeable compofition of the n 
aiid the devatcd, of the pathetic ar 
eafy. How much better thah'thi 
ll^fats, and fiiTolous raptures,' of a 
giovemed paffion; which^ itfier^w 
up the fancy for a while ^ above the 
fures of truth and modetation,' Iczvt 
fink into the dejedion and fpleen 6 
difam>ointment, or atbeft into th 
fome flatnefs of infipidity and langu 

• • • 

Who has not heard that mariji 
lived to .treat with coldnefs^ perhap 
bitternefs, perhaps with execration, 
elty, brutality, the very perfons ^ 
in the daysof courtfliip, theyufed t 

of adoring ? ^Adoring ! It is a j 

never could endure to read or heaj 
one human being to another. Ado: 
my friends, and the whole fet c5 
and phrafes in that ftrain, are furel] 
cent in a high degree, when appl 
any objeft but the alone Supreme. 
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This perverfion of language, not more 
deftitute of piety and decorum, than of 
fober refle£bion and found judgement, 
has, as we hinted before, been affiduoufly 
propagated by the wanton poets of all 
ages, and in latter days has received par- 
ticular encouragement from thofe mon* 
ftrous things (I mean the common mafs) 
To. well known under th^ title of Novels, 
Romances, and I know not what puerile 
and prepofterous Hiftories, faid to be 
taken from Real Life, though they often 
betray the groileft ignorance of it, and 
coQunit the moft palpable errors againft 
the rules of probability. Not contented 
with fuch impertinence; not contented 
with often defcribing their heroines as 
abfolutely perfedt, and their heroes as the 
very models of whatever can be imagined 
moft magnanimous, moft graceful, moft 
g^erous, moftaccomplifhed ; they feldom 
f^il to introduce the latter worQiipping the 
former as Divinities, and both corrupt- 
ing each other with perpetual adulation 
Vol. L P 



ADDRESS 



vir. T 

i. Inflead of 
[nan tic hopeu I 



I ! more or lefs difguifed. 

ing to lower the romantic hope% I 
to moderate the extacks, and chaflen ths 
intemperafc fancies ot the readers, who 
are chiefly the young, the diffipatcd, mi 
the debauched, is there not reafon to feaf 
that they purf— - —-ry diftercnt derign, 
and frequently folter all thofe difordus 
by fuggefting impr t images, painting 
inflammatory feenes. and throwing falfe 
dclufive tights upc paflion which they 
are pleafed to call X e, but which, f*f 
from meriting fo refpe iable a name, hu 
in all generations proved, t^ its- exaSui 
the degradation and the plague of bumaii 
kind i 

I cannot hdp thinking, that jroutb 
uid fociety are much indebted to tlie &W 
authors (what pity they (hmild be hvt 
few !) who have employed their gcniiH 
More direftly to counterwork the pcfii^ 
tential influence of fuch writings; to coiv^ 
traft a low -and agiuting^ -appetite witb 
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^lljeoodifort and dignity attendant on an 
«Ai Aafeei^ but calm reciprocation of efleem 
wui cdidiplacence ; to prefent before the 
Inmd deiervmg, but not faultkfs objects 
dF-sSoftton ; to difphy the perturbation^ 
tMs 0fifchiefs> the complicated mifery, 
pfoceeding from irregular, immoderate, 
and mifplaced attachments; to fet forth 
the ficqitent neceffity of mutual patieAce, 
even inthe union of the worthieft fpiritS) 
■ >■ what fhall I fay more ? ■ " to furniih 
compofiticms of the inventive kind, that 
at coice awaken and gratify curioftty, de« 
Itfieate and diftinguifh chara&ers, capti- 
TSrte the imagination, and touch the heart, 
wiihout tranfgre£ing any law of religion^ 
of virtve, or of nature. Were the time 
misfpent by fo many young perfons on the 
common run of poetry, plays, and novels, 
to be eniplc^ed onl/ on pieces written in 
this flyle, what advantages might be e»- 
peAcd to enfne ! Their tafte, in a mattef 
relating fo nearly to the felicity of life, 
would be fet tight ta Xkl^ beginning : they 
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would leant botimes tb lode on bemut^l 
fortune, parade, as no wajt cflenlUM 

a happy connexion : thejr would' eiitt(i 
thoroughly into the charm of « duAe ia^ 
tnanly paffion : they would be coimnoe|U 
diat Legitimate Love can only W nt 
child of Virtue meeting Virtue in Vm 
correfpondent minds ; that fuch affisfidifltt' 
will always produce refped, and be io^j^, 
turn preferved and heightened by it i tktfi 
diis refped demands real, but not ixoB^. 
culate excellence ; and that wherever a 
tender attachment arifes from the beft per- 
ceptions, and refts upon the furefl grounds^ 
there fenfual indulgence will be leaft 
valued, and the idolatry of courtfhip 
will appear unbecoming, frivolous, and 
fulfome* 

Having mentioned the Idolatry of. 
Courtfhip, I am led on to remark more 
particularly, and it (hall be our Laft coo* 
fideration at prefent, that no regard from 
one creature to asvothes can be right,which 
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~' would either exclude, or rival the love of 
^ the Creator. ^< Little children, keep 
^ yourfelves from Idols/' is the pious 
and paternal admonition of the infpired 
Divine, of the venerable St. John, whofe 
foul, like that of his Mafter and Friend, 
leems to have been a compofition of meek- 
nefs, lovingnefs, and fervour, but, like 
that too, regulated, refined, and heavenly« 
**" Little children, keep yourfelves from 
^* Idols," is a caution I would earneftly 
enforce on the youth of both fexes.^ I 
refer not now to its primary fignification, 
I want to guard you againft the mifplaced 
homage of the heart. To what created 
obje£l that is directed, matters not very 
miich : its alienation from the uncreated 
Being, muft, in every cafe, be confi* 
dered as a fundamental breach of man's 
firft duty, 

Sliall I add, that the moft virtuous 
characters are by no means out of danger 
in this inftance? Think not, my ho* 




4^ 4ft » «• f w uS aw Kp, far 

flifiBFttnot^ SOB bqc ^^cn 10 Qn 
of foST «&{:' WkK sppcarx 
vBVi% fuc l i ii. >Tc will Ik crcmt 
OKic IS ™p jiriiel oeiwgBity 1 
RKSt Qniii: ibr inuc, Otis n 
^iteiui^ impnllc will be mt^ apt 
into a biszc ; and it is odds but 
who is thus on fire, the whole > 
mSii, wid) all its intereAs, fta 
i trffe :- ' HOP will the b'anfiti<m ti 
FulfMTs flir its Author be tmf 
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or difficult, when the heart is poiTefled by 
.an interfering objed, which it figures to 
be every thing that is admirable, glorious^ 
ynparallelled, and as fuch entitled to the 

. throne of its affcftions What ! to the 

(hrone of thofe afFe(3ions, which the AU 

^mighty formed principally and ultimately 

\iar. himfelf, as he alone is adequate to 

their boundlefs extent and duration ! 

What ! (hall an immortal mind make to 

itfdf i graven image of mortal beauty f 

Shall a heaven-born foul, capable of af-^ 

< cending to the Fountain of Felicity, ever 

full and ever new, ftop (hort at a fcanty 

jnffing rivulet, and be content to proceed 

no farther ? Surely, Sirs, that man is much 

to blame, who fufFers his happinefs to be 

wholly or chiefly dependent on the crea- 

tune of a day. Surely, the lover that 

■ adopts this language (and who knows 

not how general it is?) may be faid, 

vhilft he worfhips his miftrefs, to dif- 

honour hiitifelf and his Maker at the 

(mkt moment* 
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mutual agency of this intelledual and 
moral magnetifm ; from the enchanting 
tie«, by which the hearts of the worthy 
iand the pious are often united, with aa 
ai^ropnation ineffably endearing ; from 
<he numberlefs purpofes of public utility 
and private delight, which that union is 
calculated to ferve ; from all thefe con* 
^derations we are convinced, that Ho* 
jiourable Love between the fexes is both 
the will and the work of their common Pa- 
.rent : and we know from the higheft autho-^^ 
Tity, that the ftate of life, to which it natu- 
rally tends, was appointed by Him from the 
beginning of ages. But obferve, I be- 
&ech you, that if, permitting a paffion in 
itfelf innocent, virtuous, ufeful, to tref- 
pafs the bounds which reafon and religion 
have fixed ; if,, forgetting that, even with 
the wifefl management, it often proves 
but a bitter fweet, and a pleafing anguiih^ 
you ihould attempt to reft in it as your 
final aim ; if, negle£ling your larger con- 
nexions with fociety, the improvement 
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ojF jonr incnfil povmrs^ and tiie . gflBsitt 
oottccmt of your fidvaution, you fluttU 
opnfine your cares, and joys, and hopes, 
to this one attachment } obfenre, aai 
mnember what 1 &y, it will then kfe 
its original value, and become a fouroe of 
infinite folly and diforder ; your fpirits will 
be enerrated and narrowed ; yon will fbr-^ 
feit every,, pretenfion to firmnefs and dig' 
nity; and the Moft High, who ^ will 
^ not give his glory to another,'' nor 
Aiffiar with impunity any creature to rival 
him, will render the very afFedion I re^ 
commend, an occailon of additional dif-^ 
quietude, deep di(appointment, and end- 
lefs vexation.— —To exprcfs and con- 
clude the whole in a few words, efteem 
what Js eftimable, love what is lovely, 
in beings like yourfelves. Why not? 
But fee that you regard them only as 
ib many rays of lefs or greater luftre, 
intended to cx)ndud your thoughts to 
^* the Perfedlion of Beauty," and the 
Centre of Souls. Let it nty^r be for- 
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gotten, that Sovereign Excellence alone 
can claim fovereign veneration ; and 
that the end, the glory, and the hap- 
pinefs of man, muft for ever confift in 
what a late poet has termed, ** The ap- 
*' plauding fmile of Heaven." 
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THE SAME. 



OF Love in general we are told by t, 
mafterly writer, that ** it is the 
grand leading alFe£lion of all^ the great 
inftrument and engine of nature, jthe 
bond and cement of fociety, the fprihg 
and fpirit of the univerfe ; that it iS 
the whole man wrapt up into one defire ; 
that the foul may fooner leave off to 
fubfift, than to love ; thstt this afiec** 
tion, in the ftate of innocence, was 
happily pitched on its right chjeSki 
for then/' adds he, ^^ it flamed up in 
dire£): fervours of devotion to God^ 
and in collateral emanations of chznty 
to its neighbour." Led by this lai^ 
confideration to refledl on Love, in par- 
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licular, as operating between the Seite*, 1 
he fubjoins, " It was not, then, only | 
*' another and more cleanly name for thit | 
*' coarfe and filthy paHion, which pre- 
*' tends to ape it. No, it was a vaftal a 
*' a virgin fire, and differed as much from 
*• that which ufually palTes by this name 
** now-a-days, as the vital heat from tbe 
*' burning of a fever." 

Let us not fuppofe, however, that the 
ardours of a Pure Attachment are univer- 
^lyextinguifhed among men. It i^ to 
be hoped they ftill glow in many a bofom. 
We wifb, Gentlemen, to fee theoi iin-' 
died in yours, as foon as fituations and 
circumftances fliall favour, and would 
willingly convince thofe who prefer the 
luihallowed flames of incontinence, thai 
they give up refinement, dignity, and . 
f<»ne of the moft delightful fenfations that 
can warm the heart, for wretchednefs, de- 
gradation, 2nd depravity. 
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Partly with this view, and partly fo 
pa^e the way for what I am now to of- 
fer on the EfFefts of Honeft Love; I haVfe 
already attempted to trace its Nature, 
' foundation, and Limits. What has Seen 
'Advanced on fo intercfting a fubjeft, I 
tfeke it for granted, you have not forgot- 
ten. I truft, you thoroughly underftand 
^hat I do not plead for a puerile, fooli{h> 
■/omantic, or extravagant paffion, gene- 
-rated only by the fenfes, or nurfed by 
the fancy al6he4' Let the licentious, thh 
frivolous, and the gay— let profligate poets^ 
proftitute hovelifts, artful debauchees, ari4 
igAotant boys, magnify a propenfity madi 
up of appetite without afFeftion, of prepof- 
fcffion' without reafon, of inclination with- 
btit efteem; let them labour to exalt inti 
inlportance a ienfation indulged BeyoiiJ 
the meafui*e8 of prudence, or againflr thi 
rules of decorum, the laws of virtue, anil 
the commands of religion : but far be it 
■ from a preacher of truth and righleolifneft 
fo join in fuch language, or give any 
Vol. !• Q^ 
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beundefioodiridiaDccpikns. Tkevjl^ 
of the heart nuy , thrai^ a *'if*'T.j||j 
the head, be poiotnl fincm tie iQKfliijt 
principles to an mnroBthj <oi|aft$r|f|Ji 
even where that is not 1^ cafe, w.v#Rk 
tioniriiich de(cnrcs to be h^»ty, ini, m rmif. 
of its purity and elevation^ maj hnm^wtir^, 
toward incidents, imfinrooFable coopmcr 
tures, or an unwife though wdMe^ 
figned condud, be produdive of the Wi*. 
moft mifery. This is not the period i£. 
final retribution: the next world will- 
make amends to the fincerely good, for 
whatever evils they fuSer in the prefentf 
from the imperfedt condition of th^ 
being* 

Having faid thus much by way of in-* 
trodudion, let us proceed to Qbferve ia 
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the firft place, that Generofity is an infe- 
parable attendant of the paffion we are 
now contemplating. '* Jacob ferved feven 
** years for Rachel, and they feemed unto 
** him but a few days, for the Love he 
** had to her." Yes, my friends, to the 
freroic fenfe of true afFe6tion, labour is an 
atiiufement, and hardfhip a pleafure ; great 
burdens feel light, and feven years feem 
but a few days. What will a man of any 
fpirit not be ready to perform, to fufFer, 
to facrifice, for her whom his foul loveth ^ 
Every thing conducive to her felicity, and 
Ccmfiftent with his duty, will be welcome 
to him as good news from a fer country, 
or the unexpcfted difcovery of hidden 

CrtjaTure. Of hidden treafure, faid I I 

What were the wealth of the creation, td 
the hope of being beloved by an ami- 
able woman ? 

It has been long agreed among the beft 
judges, that this connexion of the heart 
has nothing to do with an eftate ; that air 

0.2 
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(bonas you experience itsennoblb 

the ufual ideas of fplcndor, and 
xnd riuik, aiul rafhion, will f 
your imagination ; and the obi 
retirement, with her who conftl 
world, will he accompanied wii 
fatElion, which the budle of com 
the parade ot fortune can nevi 
Believe me, Sirs, they arc uttei 
to the elegance and glory of i 
pailion, who have not found i 
(lifpofed to yield, if neceflary, a 
tereft, for the fake of fecuring t] 
perfonal one, next to the love of 
tor; I mean that of an eftimabi 
fprmed to double the joys, and 
the forrpws of life, by a tetidei 
i^reaxi^ participation of both. 

Would you reckon h™ a gene 
or a real lover, who preferred j 
indulgence, to the happinefs^ repi 
«pie» ofadeferving woman; who. 
^^Aiality, his avacicC} oc his 
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<t>ulcl endure the thought of involving her 
in difhonour or diftrefs I And what fhall 
we fay of thofe, that can defcend to the 
iiafenefs of taking to their bofom a wretched 
Vi&im who is dragged by violence, or a 
mercenary creature who is lured by hire ? 
Where is their ddicacy, where is their 
pride ? Dei^icable men, who can bar- 
gain for the poffefiion of a body without 
the confenting foul ! Wretched fenfual* 
ifts, who debafe your&h^es beneath your 
nobler fellow animals ! They never meet 
in the myfterious rites which Nature hat 
taught them, but from the impulfe of mu- 
tual afFe£tion. The human voluptuary is 
the fingle being in the uaiverfe^ whoft 
eccentric and inordinate defires feek thek 
gratification feparately from the all-pcrva* 
<ling, all-infpiring, all-exalting charm of 
reciprocal fondnefs* Why does not every 
female of fenfibility and underflanding 
treat with indignant fcorn the libertine 
that dares to affront her, by oiFering to 
buyberbsind without her \ie2kxt^.— — A>aas. 
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he pMfefles to admire dK laft, aad nukt^ 
a handled high-llowii fpee chcs wludi ht^ 
hJK made to a hmididl other franHO^ 
And can youy my too crcdidous Incill)^ 
he at a k^ to diftinguilh between ito 
jargon of gallantry, and the native, 6^ 
jie^ unftiidied eloquence of a viituouafN^ 
fion?* Do you not peroeiye, that di 
man I fpeak of confiders you as at botMl 
a couitefan, who is ready to fell hinny mA 
more or lels form and 'ceremony, her mti** 
retricious favours ? But how can fiidi a 
inan, if he has a grain of fpirit left^ en* 
dure the thought of a connexion with that 
woman, who for more money, or higher 
rank, woqld in all probability give this 
preference to the fillieft, the uglieft, or 
the moft abandoned, fellow breathing i 

The very propofal to bribe tendctntft 
muft ever prevent it. True tendemeis can 
only be felt by the ingenuous and the JOt* 

^ 8^ a Difcovrfe, by the Author, on the Ck^ 
Condua of the Female Sex* 
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depraved. The bad of both iexes have 
outlived the pofEbility of it. Thofe do not 
even wifli for real attachment from others, 
who have none themfelves. Among fuch 
characters, a fpecious exterior, a fplendid 
figure, trivial amufements, and low plea- 
fores, afeall in all. Fain would I perfuade 
the better part of men, and of women, 
to be on their guard agatnft the contagion 
of both : fain would I perfuade the for- 
mer never to forego the facred joys of Vir- 
tuous Love, for aught they can find in a 
commoi;! proftitute, in a kept miftrefs, or 
in their neighbour's wife :* and fain would 
I imprefs upon the others a conviftion, 
that mere men of the world can wear the 
fofteft demeanour, and praftife the warmeft 
addrefs, with hearts as hard and as cold 
as marble ; meaning themfelves at the 
moment that they aflFeft to look and talk 
with, rapture to an agreeable woman, la- 
bouring to captivate for the fake of diver- 
fion, and contriving to feduce while they 
fwear eternal honour. 
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of the grcmteft imconcera ' and hrmf&fi 
infomach that their dupes have been cnad 
up, by them and by one -anptherp : as-:de 
moft generous and gallant of men,' whcili 
all the while they were oidy ftimiilaled'b}Et 
an inglorious appetite^ or an unaccounfe^^ 
ablecaprice, that drove them into aihte^ 
of firensy and captivity together-; diiriiD^ 
which the calls of honour were fliame*- 
fully negleded, and the claims of huouH- 
nity mQft4>ari>aroufly viobted ? Whenlfe' 
beauty, or the art, that bewitched and en-' 
thralled them, loft its operation; when* 
defire was fatiated, or novelty drew them 
to different objefts ; with what favage in- 
fenfibility have they abandoned to want 
and woe the helpkfs beings, for whom fo 
lately they made fuch coftly facrifices ! 

Has a man of this ftamp formed a dc- 
fign upon the virtue of fome weak unfuf- 
pefting maiden ? He pretends the warm- 
eft concern for her happinefs, as well as 
affeftion for her perfon : he proceeds to 
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load her with prefents : perhaps he con-- 
tHves opportunities of entertaining her at 
great expencg^ To impofe on her credu-" 
lity and fecure her confidence more coin-^ 
pletely, he is fure to vow invariable con- 
ftoncy: *' he will never forfake fuch a- 
« fweet angel ; he would fooner part with 
'f life itfelf i" and fo forth. — —You have 
anticipated the fequel : not many months^ 
peradventure not many weeks, it may be 
but a few days, after he has robbed her of 
her innocence, which perhaps was allr 
her portion, the fated fpoiler leaves her 
with that unfeeling coolnefs which is a 
fure charafteriftic of confirmed perfidy j 
leaves her to fhift for herfelf, in the midfir 
of fhame, and anguifh, and horror, and 
defpondence, and fnares unnumbered, that 
are now more formidable than ever, as flic 
has lefs power, lefs refolution, and lefs 
encouragement, to refift them ; while he 
turns himfelf, with renewed afliduity, to 
other quarters, and there repeats the fame 
appearances of bounty, and the fame de* 
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iUfairr! Hoy difcwt tite lif aiiiiiii rf 

tltii pflv fimi duit ddiBribeA.h]rtke iMT^ 




M *rSf aoe the CQiilcr tfc of kuDOB Imn. • 

M Vonstofal oft^ and hmSpk to die nuait 

« That Undf their petce, Wt loniiMij itUlfp 

** Attuning all their paffions iiita lore ; 

** Where Frien4(hip full exerts her Ibftcft fovn^ 

*' Perfe^ eftecm enlivenM by defire 

*' IneflTable^ and fympathy of foul ; 

*< Thought meeting thought, and will preventSngiifl^ 

** With boundlefi confldeace " ■ '\ 

AUi, that the originals of (o lovely a pic^ . 
lure (hould grow every day more rare ! 

When was there a period, fince this 
country {>ccame civilized, in which the 
noblcnefs of Love was fo little knowa*- 
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as at prefent, in which the paffion itfelf 
vafi' fo much a ftranger among the upper 
lanks of life, in which marriage was fo 
avowedly a matter of traffic through al«- 
JHoft emy clafs of fociety, or the feelings 
of the heairt ib feldom confulted by eithei- 
fex ? But why fpeak of thefe ? What 
have the feelings of the heart to do with 
the luft of gold, with the rage of fhow> 
with expenfive pleafures, or a perpetual 
xound of diffipation ? It is certain, that 
all the fofter and finer afFedions natu- 
l^ly fhun noife, and . oftentation, and 
fordid intereft, and vulgar luxury: nor 
can they be fo much as underftood by the 
worfhipers of wealth or grandeur, by 
the . flaves of fenfuality, or the fools of 
faihion. Defcribe to fucb, in particular, 
the power of that tender, yet magnanimous 
fentiment^-wfaich we are now Purveying j— 
inform them how often toil and dangef 
have^ by its wonderful chemiftry, been 
tranfmuted intodelight and triumph ;— in* 
SofOktbt^mw^ P^i^ and. loifes have beefli 
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fuftaincd with fortitude, nay embraced 
with rapture, for the fake of an eftimabi! 
objcil, a man or a woman of worth, to 
whom the foul was attached ; — inform 
them that this celebrated principle OuU 
infpire atchievcmenti, to which no pcrr 
fonal confideration, or feparatc enjoyment, 
could hax-e incited j — add tliat death itfel^ 
if necciTurily encountered in fuch a caiiA^ 
feems divcfietl of its terrors, and learns t> 
fmile;— What will be the confequence f-4 
They wiJl laugh you to fcorn for idesi 
which muft appear to them chimerical, 
becaitfc unlike any thing they perceive ifl 
their own minds : they will treat youf 
difcQurfe as the dream of mufty indquityf 
or, at bed, they will hear it with total 
indii{crence. In Aort, Sir, you mi^ 
jufl as well talk to the blind about. lU 
beauty of colours, or to the dfiof aboof 
the melody of foiuids. 

. But for you, my honouzed liearersy 
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« , 

vhild loft the delicious fenflbilities natural 
io youth, let me indulge the perfuafion> 
that you can readily comprehend the joy 
bf loving, and being beloved, on the moft 
tfeKcate motives of efteem an^ «eal. To 
iCbnfirm you in fo pleafing a conceptioni 
you will* find from all hiftory, as well as 
from the beft philofophy, that whatever 
tbe moft enlightened minds have held no*- 
bleft in human life, has always been 
ftrongly marked with characters of gene- 
rofity, felf-denial, or the fpirit of facrifice j 
ftbd thac this has been remarkably the cafe 
of an Honourable Attachment between the 
iexes. 

But to advance in the argument : pour- 
tray to yourfelves a youth animated by 
fuch attachment, together with the moft 
liberal difpofitions : what is there excel- 
lent or becoming, that may not be hoped 
from him, in proportion to his birth, hrs 
breeding, and his condition ? Let the 
Vbiigheft clown> the coarfeft bcbr, be but 
Vol, !• R 
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fmittcn with the unadorned attraSioni 
of fome pretty (imple maid, the fmiiing 
daughter of native and rural innocence; 
he ihall inftanily be transformed, by i 
fort of happy magic, into a mild and 
courteous being: every attention to pleafe, 
every exertion to ferve, to aid, to proted 
her, every ambition to appear in her evt 
diftinguiflied by hisftrength, his prowefs, 
his undaunted refolution, and various nif' 
tic accomplifbments, all thefe will fpon- 
taneoufly difcovcr the emotions ihat.aAu* 
ate his honefl bofom : in a word, ba is 
moulded into a gentle and fuperior crea- 
ture. His parents and neighbours behpU 
him with a mixture of fatisfaAion and 
iurprife : in homely phrafe^ and with 
approving merriment, they remark to one 
another the extraordinary alteratioo. But 
now, if To great a change is wrought in 
his inlfance, what may not be expected 
from the fame caufe in fpirits better 
born, better cultivated, and placed ip 
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:; fmntions more friendly to the polifhings 
I ofithe mind and manners? 

t 

* *^ Many advantages," fays an admired 
avthof) ^^ are reaped by a young man, 
*•■ ft-ora a Virtuous P'aflion, towards the 
*• better condu£^ of his life ; as, a certain 
*f complacency to all the world, a ftrong 
***'defire to pleafe wherever it lies in hi» 
** power, a circumfpefl behaviour which 
*> renders him more particularly accept- 
^^ able to his friends and acquaintance.-^ 
** Love," it is added, " will have the 
^^ fame good efFe£l upon his fortune. He 
^ will increafe in riches, as he increafes 
" in thofe arts which make him agree- 
" able ; and infpired by fo noble a motive 
^ for the care of his affairs, as a belief 
*' that the favourite of his foul is to be 
*.* concerned in them, he will pra(^fe 
** frugality, ailiduity, difcretion, perfe- 
*' verance, with eafe and pleafure." It 
has likewife been obferved, that ^^ this 
^* elegant afFedlion, taking poiTeiTion of a 

R 2 
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<( man's thouglitSt make* him ifVBMl 
*< gcndeman widwut flud^og k^ liA^il 
«« in efiea a liberal education/* 

, Compare for a moment the manly m 
demeft, the graceful addrefs, and tk Wr 
afieded ideas^ of a lover.on rigbt priociplBW 
who leaves not bis virtue or undcrfhwdiag 
behind him, .when he vraits ott the oljcA 
of his heart-— compare them, I fyf^ with 
the foppiih airs, the fulfiime complimenfV 
the flattering premeditated. faHehoodsy^JoA 
the artificisd dancing-fchool deportmsnt^ 
of a coxcomb, who aims, in the company 
of women, at nothing more than his owif 
amufement and confequence, by attrad- 
ing regards which he cannot return, but 
which he purpofes to boaft of amongft a 
fet of infignificants, as vain and as vicious 
as himfelf. Can you forbear to be flruclc 
with the contraft ? 

Were any one to a(k me, Which I 
cfteemcd the moft effe&ual^ eafy, and 
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EsompendlcMis method of learning true po- 
litenefs, lively and agreeable fentiments, 
and a manner of expreffing them at 
once natural and delicate, I fhould cer- 
tainly point him to the fociety of the 
moft refpe6^able and beft educated women 
he cotildfind : I fhould tell him, that the 
moft accomplifhed charaders of our kx 
have always been diftinguiflied by their 
attachment to thofe of the other : but I 
fhould go on to add, that, when the heart 
becomes more fixed by an appropriating 
paflton for one lovely individual, the en-- 
livening and refining energy under con- 
fideration Is then experienced moft hap« 
pily. 

A man in this fituation often rifes, 
without labour or ftudy, to a ftrain above 
himfelf: his imagination, if naturally ar« 
dent, takes wing, and foars more fub- 
limely : his benevolent afFe£tions afTume a 
vigour and a fweetnefs unknown before. 
Should the darling objed indeed chance to 
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be ill treated, the ofFender will, no doubt, 
incur warm difpleafure ; nor will our lorer 
eaflly be perfuaded to fmile on him or her 
who has traduced the reputation, or inter- 
rupted the peace, which of all othen he 
holds deareft : neither do we affirm, that, 
if he fhould at any time be in a ftate 
of painful fufpence about his intereft in 
the perfon beloved, he will then feel very 
meekly, or behave very gracioufly, towards 
others. But, except in fuch cafes, every 
impulfe of benignity and kindnefs, whe- 
ther more extended or more difcriminating, 
will receive an additional ftrength from 
thofc generous emotions which we have 
feen conncdled with this paffion in its 
happieft form. 

It is to be confidered too, that he who 
is fmcercly in love with a woman of 
gentle, fympathizing, and friendly dif- 
pofitions, will be ambitious of preferving 
her approbation, if he has been fo fortu- 
nate as to obtain it, by copying her temper. 
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7p4ay the truth, all her virtjies will be 
'.fttended with an affimilating influence on 

his char:a(5ler. Who knows not, that we 
^^ide infenflbly, and yet rapidly^ into a 
.jrefemblance of thofe we admire ? The 

4aily suid aiFe<3:ionate contemplation of 

^cellence is perhaps both the fhorteft and 

- ^uvtQ: way to excel ; efpecially when the 

.; ftandard before us is one that eminently 

.^ng#iges the heart. Between two minds 
^ of the Qppofite fexes, that are tuned to 

one another, there may be much diverfity 

io many particular notes : but the general 
r ground and air are the fame, and the dif-s 

fejrent parts ferve only to complete the 

harmony. 

I muft be tinderftood to fuppofe 
lihroughout, that this beautiful harmony 
is not broken by jealoufy, Aifpicion, or 
. fear of unkindnefs, on either fide ; for it 
cannot be denied, that the tender paffion 
is often but too obnoxious to fuch difturb<« 
9nce, and is commonly more anxious as 
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it < Ecr? tender. The refpeafd m-xcilr 
wh.cn Love impreffes is liable to run iao 
an sTXceii of diffidence, by creating appn- 
heaiicni cf inferiority and unworthinas, 
out :co readily doubt the remm of afo- 
r.-jn. True Love, it has been remarid 
3v i penb.-i of much fentiment and obier- 
Tzti\\ C: rotdlly annihilates felf-love, 
nzz -.v: c-i- fcx-cely beliere we dcfen-c the 
^estrs ▼t: wjh. An adverfe look, a colJ 
K=eaicu-\ even a fhort delay, gives 
--r^-^ r: ; -:r.S polTcfled with rhif DaiEcn; 
•: ttl'x'V .::s over-paid, grc.::-.- ever- 
•-.a. v :.' vru nnd your tcrrcr>\vz:c :-: 
*1L' :: .S ♦••'..->. urofefrom the :zr,cr.: .:e-: 
;i _:.;: .-.: j:":he foul. 

•/■■': -.-'c: fiid, Gcntlen:en, v.-f r.:-:: 
r-^i.-cz^:, r-.iieven the fwceteir -r.£ r.:- 
:;.::': :':..'. unions can preteni ro re iku:: 
-Vi-? v.-;^<::::'> or inquietude ; r-j: v.-.r. ' 
fiii-rr. :.^."'w-i'-d to profrer rhe '..::.:..> 
JovtT, v.iicr. all is anim::::.!^ iope, i.-i 
joyful complacence, my ^ -hi;; 
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diat then every taudable and meritorious 
adion appears connatural, an engaging 
carriage and converfation follow of courie, 
and the ftrideft rules of truth and refli- 
tude, of temperance and purity, foften in-* 
to fo many eafy modes of pleafmg. 

Having mentioned Purity, I muft tell 
every young man who hears me, that, 
next to the reftraints of religion, there is 
not perhaps any prefervative from illicit 
pleafure fo powerful, as an honourable and 
fteady afFedlion for a woman of worth and 
fweetnefs. The female, indeed, who is 
foolifli enough to imagine, that, becaqfe 
fhe is handfome, fhe may be capricious, 
or that the laws of decorum require her 
to treat her lover with rigour, will not- 
very long recommend either virtue or her^ 
felf to his efteem : but when modefty and 
gentlenefs, meeting in fome amiable fair-* 
one, have captivated the heart of an ingc«» 
nuous youth, the idea of gaining hers will 
be attended with fuch exalted pleafure^ 
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&nd innocence, as, exemplified in herper- 
fon, will appear fo refpeftabU, that he 
will be afraiii to violate it in his own: 
or rather, he confiders, that from the mo- 
ment he refigned himfcif to the ini{lref| 
of his foul, he was no longer his own, 
and that unfaithfulnefs to her were dif- 
loyalty and treachery together. 

Would Jacob, think ye, have found 
his fcvcn years fervlce but as that of a few 
days, had his liking for Rachel been of 
fuch a nature as to admit infidelity or 
deviation ! Had he from time to time 
thrown himfelf loofe amongft other *o- 
men, is it to be conceived that his tca- 
dernefs for her could have continued to 
infpirc an alacrity of toil, fo incellant and 
unremitting ?. No, my friends, true af- 
fci^ion for a perfon who at once deferves 
and returns it, having taken hold of the 
heart, will fix that down with fuch iweet 
enchantment as not to fufFer it to wander 
after the diihoneft ^lurements of .a harlot. 
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Tbe ' luftre, dignity, and foftnefs, of fe- 
male virtue, and attachment united, will 
be an immediate check on every improper 
defire, fhould it oiFer to intrude ; and the 
genuine lover will be feized with a juft 
difdain of forgetting thofe faireft attrac- 
tions, for— what (hall I call them? — 
the loathfome careiles of creatures, who, 
ftript of innocence, loft to decency, and 
dead to all the beft fenfibilities of the fex, 
hire themfelves out to brutal appetite, or 
temporary fondnefs. Happy, thrice happy 
that yotith, who by the prote6lion of the 
Almighty, and the power of virtuous 
endearments, is defended from their 
ihares ! 

Is there not reafon to believe, that 
many men have been ruined by habits 
of drinking, of debauchery, of gaming, 
which they contracted in confequence of. 
difappointments on the AibjeA of a com- 
mendable paffion ? While they were under 
its reftraining influence, and fupported 
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by the expeflacions it raifcd, 
viour was regular and fteady : but when, 
from fome crofs accident, or other caufe, 
the lovely enthufiafm was extinguifhedt 
and all their Battering hopes were defeated, 
they became ungovernable, and in a fit 
of rage abandoned themfeives to corrupt- 
ing companions and worthlefs women : 
bulincfs and application were negleSed 
as taRelefs and tirefome, the obje£t that 
quickened them having failed : all the 
fober part of the fex was forfworn, becaufe 
they had forfeited their interefl in one in- 
dividual : perhaps, from admiring, but the 
day before, the charms of 4eoency and, 
virtue, they ruftied with execration in 
their mouths, and bitternefs in their bo^ 
foms, to the haunts of vice and infamy. < 
From that period they were undone. 

Mean while, to urge the mifchief ofccn 
incurred in thofe circumftances, as an. 
argiuneot againft cultivating the aiFeflitHi - 
we recpoamend, were neither nUural nor 
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juft* WterCy I wiih to be informed, h 
the terreflrial attachment, that may not 
difappoiftt the heart which entertains it^ 
with whatever fobriety ? Becaufe no fucb 
thing is found to exift, muft the heart, 
therefore, never admit that fwect foother, 
Hope? If fanguine expeftation of any 
Ibrt is fruftrated, will there not ftill be 
danger, that he who raihly indulged it^ 
iball fly to fome extremity or other for 
comfort ? What, but good fenfe, and the 
confolations of piety, can efFeSually fup- 
port the foul, when fhocked by the failure 
of a favorite profped from any quarter ? 
If the brain-fick lover, who promifed to 
bimfelf a paradife in the woman he ad- 
mired, defpairs becaufe he cannot obtain 
her, and plunges headlong into the gulph 
of ruin, muft the charader of a virtuous 
affe<£):ion fufierfrom his condudl:, or from 
his reproaches, whofe blind zeal could do 
it fo little honour when he was difpofed 
to praife it ? Is there not ground to 'ap- 
prehend that any other event, equally dc* 
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ftniAivc to dtrling vieirsi of intereft « 
ambitioiiy would equally ovierfet im m* 
balanced mind ? Has not this happoMd* 
in Aumberlefs inftanccs ? • 



If a man of probity and' underftanding' 
difcovert that he haa thrown away hit. 
fbndeft regards on a jijt^ whoperhaps uki 
every art to attrafi them % however he maj^ 
howeftr he muft, be dec|Jy wottndcrf^ in. 
all his better feelings^ for the prefent, he« 
will yet afterwards efleem himfelf happy 
that he made the difcovery before it was 
too late : he will lift his thoughts with 
gratitude to that Providence which ref- 
cued him from the dreadful precipice, 
and with devotion to thofe invifible ob- 
jedls which can never deceive him. His 
painful remembrance of fo bafe and fo 
wanton a treachery will gradually wear 
off, with the help of amufement, conver- 
fation, books, friendfhip, plans of ufeful 
induftry, or honourable exertion, at a dif- 
tance from the falf^ and feliiih creature that 
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Inveigled and cheated him. The com{>any 
of worthy women, the fentiment of a bc*^ 
coming pride, (fuch a pride theiie =te^• 
tainly is) and the lenient hand ofTiitiey 
will concur with the reft to heal his an- 
guifh, and re-eftablifh his tranquillity. I 
will add, that, though a delicate and fuf- 
ceptible fpirit cannot eafily transfer its 
tendernefs from one perfdn to another j 
and though a fecond attachment of this 
kind is feldom perhaps fo fervent as th« 
iirft, nevetthdefs the man in queftfon 
iBxy, by chufing more aufpicioufly a ne^^ 
<Ajcfl:, find douUereafon to blcfs Heaven 
for hia farmer difappointment.^ 

The vexation fufFered in fuch cafes, by 
the common run of men, will fcarcely, 
I- believe, break their hearts: the un- 
manly and miferable expedients from which 
they feek relief, we muft alike pity and 
condemn : and with relation to the fub- 
fequent likings and marriages which they 
frequently contraft^ when weary of a dif- 
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folute life, if not worn out by it, I wiH 
only fay, that no veiy high felicity can 
be often expeflcd to enfiie, for teafbiu 
which might caCly be afligned. 

Let it not however he forgotten, thai 
there are inftances of thofe who, afta 
wandering long from order and happine&t 
have been brought back to both by tlM 
foft yet irrefiftable attraction of amiable 
women, whom pitying Heaven placed in 
their way, to fave them from final repro- 
bation, and fet them up as fignal monu 
mcnts of the joint power, which the Au- 
thor of goodnefs has conferred on Female 
Excellence and Holy Love. 
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I ENTER with peculiar fatisfaftion upon 
the prefent fubjeft, perfuaded that it 
Cannot fail of being particularly agreeable 
to you, whofe breafts retain their native 
tendernefs, beat with the fpirit of gene- 
rofity, and burn at the very name of 

Friendlhip ; -Friendfhip, that noble 

relation, fo far fuperior to the common 
connexions of birth or accident, of buli- 
nefs or amufement ; that delightful union 
of hearts, which is formed by intimacy, 
founded on efteeni, fanftified by virtue, 
cemented by a fimilarity of views and 
inclinations, whether more or lefs appa- 
rent, and preferved by the reciprocation 
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«f Jdndntft and co»fidc»ce» offysipatlif 
aadwil* 

We are toU Vj tbe Hebrew Sage, dbl 
^ a Friend lovedi at all tiincy/' and dial 
<^ dioe is a Friend who fticketh dofer 
^ than a Brother/' Experience indeed 
has fireqnently fliown, that it is verj poT- 
libk for the latter to prore incoidbnty 
tr e ach e r o u s» malicious; as on the dthcr 
hand it is certain, many have found in 
the anns of Friendfliip, that protefiion 
which was denied them in the arms of 
Nature. 

But the Hebrew Lawghrer carries his 
idea of this facred tie yet higher; for 
when, in rifmg from brother to child, and 
from child to wife, he places the laft as 
near ^^ as a man's bofom,'' it is remarks- 
able, that he places a Friend ftill nearer, 
eftimating him ^* as a man's own foul." 
A Friend has, on the fame accountj been 
fiyled Another Self. 



ADDRESS IX. 261 

In truth, the afFedtion we fpeak of 
has not feldom reached a fublimer height 
than even this. It has in a fort annihi- 
lated the firft felf, and experienced fuper- 
lative pleafure in the moft expenfive facri- 
iices to the fecond. Such a Friend was 
Jonathan. Read his pathetic ftory, and 
let your heart comment upon it.— — 
What a book would the Bible appear to 
numbers, who are now unhappy enough 
not to relifh it, were it perufed atten- 
tively with the affiftance of that beft ex- 
pofitor ! J onathan loft fight of his 
perfonal interefts in his ardour for thofe 
of his Friend: or rather, perhaps it 
may be faid, forgetting his Angle and 
Yeparate exiftence, he enjoyed, in the 
thought of the other's advancement, a 
blifs beyond what he could have derived 
from his own* 

Well might David, in his lamentation 
for that extraordinary man, exclaim^ 
*' Thy love to me was wonderful ; ^ 
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mark the very fingular expreffion ftl: 
follows, — '< paffing the love of Womtttf 
It is fufficiently knowot what heroic tOr 
demefs has been drfplaycd by many i^ 
males. The examples of this kind ik- 
corded by the impartial pen of Hiflnrfi 
or even difcoverable within the fphcre d 
our own acquaintance, if that has bea 
toleralily extenfive, might furely teach oar 
fex a little more equity in their opiHioo^ 
of the other.- If men are commorily, aody 
as I prefume, for the moft part juftly, fup- 
pofcd to poflTefs greater ftrength of mind in 
fciencc, in council, in a<3ion, and in 
danger; let them acknowledge, however, 
that in generofity of foul, and noblenefs 
of attachment, they have been often fur- 
pafled by women. You muft, I think, 
allow it to refleft fome credit on the fex, 
that the inftance of Jonathan fliould be 
thus held up as a rare exception to their 
pre-eminence in Love ; a pre-eminence 
which it feems had, as far back as the 
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iiays of David, been diftinguifhed to a 
proverb* 

But though this virtuous paiSon, whe- 
ther in men or women, be doubtlefs a 
beautiful principle, as we have lately feen, 
and in particular cafes produ£live of mar-^ 
vellous magnanimity, we muft yet confefs, 
that upon the whole, and judging by its 
ordinary tenour, it is a lefs exalted prin- 
ciple than Friendfhip5 having naturally 
a nearer connexion with the fenfes, and 
ufually leaving the heart inferior fcope for 
the communications of a more difFufive 
and difmterefted benevolence. It is un- 
queftionable, that the warmeft lovers have 
not been uniformly the kindeft Friends j 
but, I believe, we may affirm, that he 
who manifefts the trueft fenfe of Friend- 
fhip, will be capable of every thing moft 
meritorious in love, fhould he once be 
fmitten by its powerful influence. In like 
manner, it has been obferved, that, though 
a brother is not always a Friend, yet a 
Friend is always a brother. 
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iff It 
cdfarRt «»«tfettb<ai diis occafioo* 
£mh «al «M«y Arn^ dungt in pmifeaf 

JNfj u w tMm ifcJ mmtmk^ who Sttm to 
^IobI «f«nbi|kNii pkifnic m 

ainlfarioiittn fiiasi 
or doqueot in woirii. 
Tl«r iMKpNMblf williiig to be thougbt 
««MM«i^«f«^ydit7» iviiich dicjr oon- 
fcfcm o i « prefi^pofii^ a number of the 
«kA cmixKait virtues ; as impljing, the 
hi^het) excellence in man^ next to that 
W is^Jiixn whicb is immediately from God; 
ani as diifufing oxxr human life fuch luilre 
and gladncfS) that^ in the language of ^e 
Roman Orator» to baniih Friendihip from' 
focicty^ would be like depriving the virofid 
cf the fun* 

There certainly is, in this celebrated 
difpofition^ indulged to its full extent, a 
generous glow, a confcious greatnefs and 
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amplitude, unfpeakably foothing to the 
foul J who feldom perceives herfelf (o 
amiable, or fo refpe£table, ias when flaming 
and expanding with the love of kindred 
minds, and purfuing plans of communi- 
cated happinefs. That, which the moft 
enlightened, and the moft elevated fpirits^ 
of every age and country, have unanimoufly 
concurred to extol, muft undoubtedly pof- 
fcfs fome intrinfic and tranfcendent worth 
and dignity, befide the nameleijs advant* 
ages which accrue from it. 

But you, my young auditors, have na 
need of high encomiums on Friendfliip^ 
to raife it in your eftimation. Youth is 
the favourite foil of this, as of all the other 
ibcial afiedions. In men whom age hat 
cooled, and experience cautioned, who 
have fufFered from the worthleflhefs of 
many, and from the felfifhnefs of more, 
the fund of confidence ai)|[^« fenfibility, 
with which they began the world, is too 
often exhaufted : they are little inclined 
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toformncwconnexions; and» howevcrthcy 1 
may cherifti Tuch as are old, partly through ] 

the power of habit, and partly througk I 
the remembrance of that fmiling feafoa 
from whofe contemplation, even long af- 
Icr it is pall, they now and then catch a 
reviving ray, yet the enthufiafm with 
which they then loved is felt no more, un- 
lefs perhaps by a very few hearts originally 
call in a finer moult!. Safety and eafe 
are chiefly fought by declining Nature: 
neceffity fucceeds to choice ; and the 
charm of fervent cfteem and fond compla- 
cence is chilled and flirivelled by the 
coldnefs of worldly policy. 

But fuch, alas ! is the mixed condition 
of humanity^ as to admit of no advajitage 
%-ithout fome abatement. At the fame 
time that the young are qualified to enjoy 
intenfely all that is moft exquifite in the 
fwcetell emotions of the bofom, there is 
infinite danger, left they be hurried by 
eagernefs, or betrayed by credulity, int» 
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extravagant attachments and pernicious 
intimacies, under the fpecious femblance 
*f Friendfhip. By expeding more from 
-its gratification than it can give where it 
is realifed, and by feeking that gratifica- 
tion where it cannot be found, endlefs 
difappointments are fuftained, and fatal 
mifchiefs are incurred. The good, which 
might be obtained in the line of modera- 
tion, is loft in the purfuit of a phantom : 
chagrin, difguft, and dark fufpicion, are 
generally the refult through the reft of 
life ; and numbers, thaf fet out with kind 
ftffeftions and laudable fentiments, finding 
themfelves deceived and undone by un- 
principled companions, whom they meant 
to cultivate as Virtuous Friends, are 
Jjrompted to conclude, that Friendfliip 
s&nd Virtue are empty names ; a conclufion 
. big with wretchednefs, horror, and defpe- 
ration. 

To the prevention of thefe evils we 
would willingly contribute, by warning 






ft68 ADDRESS IX, 

you to aroid unreafonable hopes, and td 
ftand on your guard againft the impoftnres 
and the hazards, to which your honeft 
ardour, and your little experience, may 
lay you open, from the falfe, the fri- 
volous, the licentious, and the low. 

It is painful to think, that youth have 
commonly leaft difcretion when they want 
it moil ; I mean, when they are contra<%ng 
regards, and forming unions,whiqh may pro- 
bably determine the colour of their whole 
cxiftcnce. Happy, indeed, beyond com- 
parifon, are thofe young men, whom the 
wife conduft of their parents or other con- 
nexions, or feme peculiar favour of Pro- 
vidence operating in whatever manner, has 
early led into fafe and honourable aflbci- 
ations, not only in the road of ftudy, or of 
bufinefs, but in that which chiefly en- 
gages the heart, and gives the moft im- 
mediate diredion to its principal move- 
Tnents, 
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This, my beloved hearers, this I ccmh* 
ceiye to be th^ great decifive point of time, 
the awful aera, at which your chara^^er and 
fyte are ufually fix^d for ever. And, O 
lACompreheniible Power, who prefideii; 
ever all, on what flight, unimagined, 
and almoft unperceived contingencies, 
does fo mighty a concern feem frequently 
to depend ! Is circumfpe(S):ion then or 
yigUance, is counfel or admonition, wholly 
precluded ? We hope not ; and whilft 
we devoutly pray that Heaven may place 
you in £taations the moft aufpicious for 
the formation and culture of the beft at* 
tadunents, it may ftill be of ufe to point 
out fome cajpital miftakes, that are daily 
«0iiuniixed m this momentous affair, 

Thfire is indeed a dais of mortal, oa 
whom AQ advice^ jxfyc&ing this or any 
lOither jnatter, can impreCs wifdom, audi 
fcr whom, when they fuller for want cf 
ix^ tberais no realm to feel xmxch xcgpoti 
Wf iame feldom f^en^ that; dpije ajry and 
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(he conceited are deeply hurt by uy 
difappointments they meet with, in the 
article under confidcration ; to-day, th^ 
can be wonderfully flattered with the 
fmiles of complaifance, with the proteT- 
tations of efteem, with the offers of fervice 
lo familiar amongft the men of the world; 
they can readily afcribe the whole to their 
own diftinguifhed merit ; they can boaft, in 
every company, the number, the conle- 
quence, and the zeal of their friends : and 
yet to-morrow, when all this perhaps 
proves on trial to be nothing more 
than the illufion of a fanguine fancy, 
they can fupport the difcovery with greit 
compofurc, from that felf-delighted dif- 
pofition which nothing can ever thoroughly 
mortify, and that invincible confidence 
which they ilill retain in their own power, 
of fecuring more folid and permanent con- 
nexions. In truth, we areperfuaded, that 
of all human follies. Vanity is the leaft 
expofed to ferious or lafting diftrefs of any 
kind. Whatever iranficnt wuunds the mtj 
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receive, (and it muft be owned Ihe is liable 
to receive many from a thoufand compe- 
titors of her own ftamp) fhe finds a fpeedy 
remedy in the dear com{)Iacence with 
which fhe always regards herfelf. By a 
certain Hghtnefs and elafticity belonging 
to her compofltion, fhe fprings from ob*- 
jeA to objeft ; and that gratification which 
#n'e may fail to yield her, (he has no doubt 
bf obtaining from the next. 

Should it be afked, by the way, whe- 
ther a perfon in whom Vanity predomi- 
jiates is capable of true Friendfhip; the 
queflion, I think, may be eafily decided- 
It is evident, he loves himfelf too well to 
love any others very warmly, except as 
they may by fome means add to his impor^ 
tance in his own eyes, or in thofe of the 
fpedators ; and, if at any time he fhould 
apprehend his kindnefs to interfere with 
jhat importance, we may readily guefs 
which will be renounced. The vain arc 
cowards, wherever their figui^e ts con- 
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ccrnai : thtir favours have fiill an uld* 
mate reference to thcmfelvcs; aa idea 
utterly incompatible with that nobU 
feiitiment of generofity, which we have 
found to be the fovereign attribute of i 
Friend. Yet muft it be owned, that they 
Ibmetimes poffcfs a large fliare of good-ni- 
turc, appear in many inftances extremdf 
liberal, and fubmit to many inconveni* 
cnces, and even hardfhips, for the falce cf 
obliging. Such as know their ruling paf- 
fion may, by cajoling it, (an art which 
little minds can praftife withoift diificuliy) 
draw from them almoft any emolument: 
DOT fliould thofe who are indebted to 
■ tbem, without mcannefs, examine too 
nicely the motives of ihcir conduiS^. Hu- 
man aiticins are feldom influenced by ono 
lingle priiiciple, and confiderable degrees 
©f virtue often mingle with very different 
ingredients. 

From Vanity to Pride the tranfition is 
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fufficiently diftificSt, and though our fen* 
£itions regarding them are not lefs f<3* 
When Vanity is fruftrated in her exor- 
bitant hopes from others, we fmile. 
When this is the cafe with Pride, w^ 
triiimph> And it muft ever be the cafe^ 
while thofe who are adluated by that tnaSt 
^noxious, moft offenfive^ moil infu^er^ 
mle of all fpiritSy claim a heart which 
they will not, which they cannot return, 
it being wholly engrofled by themfelves.; 
=W'hile they challenge unbounded refpe^ 
jsind fliow none but to ferve their own purr 
j)ofes ; while they deem no attention, zeal^ 
or deference, adequate to their 4e£erf 
suid dignity; in ihort, while they feem 
to think, that all mankind were made for 
them, and they to lord it oi^er alL It is 
iiideed impoiUble not to rejoice, whea 
fuch are difappointed and humiliatedv 
There is a felfifhnefs, an infolence, t. 
malignity) inherent in the proud, that 
muft -eternally exclude them from every 
4»ond of amity with God and man. 
Vol. I- T 
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^^ They are of their father the DevS,' 
<< and th|B works of their father they will 
«* do.^ Nor are th^ iefs abfuid dilfi 
hateful. It raifes a mixture of contempt 
and- indignation^ to hear them, who couU 
never endure an equal, or a rival, ^k in- 
ceflantlj of their friends i to. fise them ar- 
rogantly conftrue civility into eflcaoiy 
and the common offices of humanity laftD 
jnarks. of pardcular . attachment i to :ob- 
ferve, that if you are vranting in the leaft 
pundilio of that profound regard, which 
they take it for granted is their right, 
you injure, you affront them, beyond the 

power of forgivenefs ^But let us quit 

them for better obje<Sb of contemplatioo. 

It frequently falls out, that immode- 
rate expectations from the kindnefs of 
others, are a fource of bitternefs to thofe 
whofe virtues feem to merit a milder def- 
tiny. They are often the error of an ex- 
cellent heart, which, feeling itfelf fraught 
with the worthieft affections, makes na 
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doubt of finding the fame in others, grafps 
with eagernefs every appearance of Friend- 
ihip, is unwilling to queftion even the 
flighteft evidence, and, though perad ven- 
ture repeatedly deceived, is ftill prone to 
rely ; with fuch enchantment is it drawn 
to its obje<3: ! When at laft it is torn 
away by indubitable proofs of difho- 
nefty, infenfibility, or ficklenefs, from 
one or more to whom it grew, perhaps 
for a coUrfe of years ; bleffed Heaven, 
what bleeding agony is it condemned to 
endure, till honeft difdain and juft abhor- 
rence come to its aid, and, tempered with 
the lenient powers of religion and time, 
compofe a balm to he^l its wounds ! 

I will fuppofe. Sir, that yoU have hi-» 
therto feafted your foul with the ideas of 
delicacy and candour, of warmth and con- 
flancy, of fpirit and forbearance, as all 
meeting in your Friend, though qualities 
feldom combined in other men ; and that 
-you are delighted with the overflowings 
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jcfl to viciffuudc and vanity, and ky . 
lliiflcr attention to your own def^^ 
witb Icfs flattering hopes where there is 
nothing certain, and nnthing complete. 
In this way, my dear Sir, you may rap i 
advantage from an event, which has, ] 
to many, occafioned unmingled forrtW. '■ 
Your paft misfortune will be alleviated lo 
your memory, by reflexions on your im- 
provement in modefty, temperance, and 
wifdom : your future tranquillity will bf- 
corae Icfs dependent on others ; and the 
inTufficiency of mortal Friendfhip will 
induce you to fcek more earncftly tbe 



The dl/lrefs I have now painted, may 
perhaps appear imaginary to fome of n^ 
liearcr=, who have 3'^ yet fufFered nothing 
from the i'eiiifh, the perfidious, or tlw 
jnconftant, having been hitherto cheriflitJ 
in the bofom of parental affe£lion and do- 
meftic peace. They ivi!) not readily Jiif- 
pc(3; th- very different treatment whici 
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inay await them when they leave that fane- 
tuary, nor conceive the pangs their inno- 
cent breafts may be doomed to undergo 
from treachery and malignity under the 
mafk of Friendfhip : but they fhould be 
told, that thofe who are utterly ignorant 
of its fpirit, are for ever pretending to it 5 
and that the greateft pretenders on this 
fubjeft, as on all others where either mo- 
r>dity or religion is concerned, are the 
greateft hypocrites, and therefore fhouU 
be avoided with the moft care. 

Not that fuch perfons always mean 
mifchief. Knowing this virtue to be held 
in high valuation by the more reputable 
part of mankind, many of them hope, 
that, in talking about it and about it, they 
fhall pafs for people of importance and 
refinement in the fame way : and fome 
of them, it is certain, have acquired fuch 
plaufibility of profeffion, as eafily impofes 
on the young, the afFc£tionate, and the 
unfufpicious ; who accordingly feldom or 
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never efcapc being deceived by it, zni 
whom nothing lefs than long and fe- 
Tcre experience of its fallacy will probably 
ever be fufiicient to arm againft its infinu- 
ation. Their fclf-love, meeting w^ith their 
better feelings, takes fire at the declara- 
tions of attachment, fbndnefs, fidelity, 
Frieadfhip, without flaying to enquire 
into the fincerity or probability of thoft 
declarations. With impatient ardour then 
hearts fly out, to embrace and return af- 
furances fo pleafing. On their fide all h 
gratitude, refpe£l, confidence, extacy j 

when on the other alas ! ■ . . what ? 

—need I tell you ? — ^nothing is meant, 
and nothing felt, but merely the afi'ecla- 
tion of a ftyle which is fancied to be fcn- 
timentaly aud which is found to be agree- 
able. 

I know not whence it happens ; but, if 
I am not miftaken, the fmootheft talkers, 
the moft fpecious haranguers in company, 
fcldom approve themfelves perfons of the 
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moft folid worth, or real efficiency, in 
the pra6^ical fcenes of life ; whilft, on the 
^ther hand, the fincereft proofs of fubftan- 
tiftl regard, and adive zeal, are frequently 
jTeceived from thofe whofe plain phrafeo-» 
logy, and unprofefling manner, engage 
but little attention, and excite no expedl- 
ation. There are, it is true, excep-* 
tions J enchanting charafters, of whom it 
may be faid, that their words are not 
more ready or more emphatical than their 
deeds, that their converfation fteals not 
into the foul with a fweeter charm, than 
their conduft gratifies all its wifhcs, and 
anfwers all its hopes. 

I am apt to believe, indeed, that there 
is not always proper allowance macfe for 
the different modes of behaviour amongft 
men on this very liead. The charge of 
flattery, for example, is fometimes brought 
without foundation againft thofe whofii 
frank and liberal nature is fuch, that 
wliereyer dicy feel ftrong approbation, thejp 
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cannot cafily refrain from fpcaking / 
their warmth and cordiality can hardl 
be reconciled to the dryncfs and reien- 
fo frequent amongft others : they Ion 
a paffionate Fricndfhip, are traufporttd 
when they mix with fouls of fire, and 
damped by the contrary appearance of fri- 
gidity. "What from an habitual flow of 
benevolence, what from an zHxizl dcGre 
of encouraging capacity and virtue, and 
what from the lively fatisfaction they feel 
in the difcovcry or the report of merit, 
they nre ready to vent themfdvcs fo freely 
in terms of praife, as to paCs fometimes 
with thofe of a cooler (train for mere men 
of compliment. But furely you wiil own, 
that between the unftudied and unhack- 
neyed commendation incidentally infpired 
by chis gooJncfs of heart, this vivacity of 
CTmplaccnce, and the formal or courtly 
flourifli of trite panegyric and fullbme ap- 
plaufe, there is an elTential difFerence, 
which perfons of difcrction and. modefty 
cannot be yerylpng.at 4 lofs to diftinguiifa. 
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Nature indeed has imparted to Truth, 
her favourite offspring, certain features, 
tooes, airs, and expreffions, which, though 
it may be difficult to defcribe or particu- 
larize them, yet fuch as are accuftomed 
to obferve the world in its familiar intcr- 
courfes, and not blinded by fclf-conceit, 
will learn in many, perhaps in moft cafes, 
to difcriminate from the countenance and 
voice, the demeanour and ftyle, of Diffi* 
mulation, that is continually labouring to 
refemble her j befide thofe other rules of 
judging, which are gradually unfolded by 
the practice of life. 

The praftice of life, and that know- 
ledge of men which it may be expedled 
to produce, fhould certainly teach us, 
amongft other important lelTons, thefe 
two J firft, a neceflary watchfulnefs againft 
the impofitions of fraud and affedation in 
others 5 and next, what is infeparably 
Qpnne£tcd with it, a wife reftraint on the 
propenftty to confidence and opennefs 
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iaowriclves, efpecially if that propeulity 
be nry l^rong, u it commonly is in gc* 
ncnnis and ^cnt minds. Such, we have 
aJnady hinted, will find thofe leflbns fuf- 
Adcntly difficult : nor am I fure, that 
any obfcrvaiion of the world, or any fuf- 
tctjng from its deceit, will ever be able to 
make (hem grcit proficients in political 
prudence. They ft-ill, I doubt, to the 
lx& indulge thcnu'clves in efteemirg and 
trufling Ibme or other of their acquain- 
tances, to the fame height of enthufiaTm 
a^ ufual, let the confequence be what it 
may. A pcrfon fo framed cannot exift 
out of this element. His heart may as 
foon ceafc to diftribute the vital ftream 
that paJIes through it, as to throb with 
thofc aJleif^ionate feelings which it was 
fanned to admit and circulate in maintaii)- 
iiig.the nobler life of Fricndlhip- It may 
break; it may die: but whilft jt lives, 
and is fit to perform its office, it muil ab- 
folutely enjoy the comfort of loving and 
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Cofiiiding, «ven if it fhould be denied that 
' of a juft return. 

People of this charafter however ought 
to be reminded, that if they are often de^ 
ceived by pretended Friends among the 
leftipty or the fuperficial, they have thcm- 
jelves chiefly to blame. Simplicity and 
4fieJcperience may excufe at firft your fall- 
lag into fnares of that Icind : but aflu^ 
«edly It is the part of good fenfe, and 
^ftn]y refolution, to guard you againft a 
train of difappointments from fo con- 
temptible a quarter : nor can thofe be 
thought entitled to much pity, who corn-* 
plsiin df the faithleffncfs of mankind, be- 
^Ufe they have been frequently cheated! 
ih their expeftations ^ from fools an4 
triflfers ; becaufe they could not find fenfi-' 
-biltty or truth, folidity or fteadinefs, 
teiong'the flaves of diffipation, the prac- 
titioners in ceremony, and the apes of 
%itlment. 
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But you. Sir, perhaps have been deluded 
by artful diflemblers, whofe talents are 
as agreeable as their principles are vici- 
ous, whofe whole ftudy is to cover the 
worft defigns with the moft captivating 
manners, who can imitate Friendihip's 
fweeteft fmiles, adopt her warmeft lan- 
guage, and feme times exceed her genu- 
ine votaries in the appearances of zeal 
and liberality, at the very moment 
that they are meditating the blackeft 
deeds of malice, or of villainy. In this 
cafe, I confefs, you are truly an objeft 
of compaflion. Hiftory and life fwarm 
with examples of pcrfons, efpecially of 
youth, undone by fuch accomplifhed trai- 
tors in the guife of Friends. Before you 
are loft in like manner, let me conjure 
you to break without delay from their 
dangerous fociety, whatever pain the ef- 
fort may coft your own fenfations, or 
whatever abufe you may fufFer from their 
refentments. Be afiured, that where the 
powers of fedu6lion, by vvhi^h you have 
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been thus far entangled, are fo great, 
nothing under God can fave you, but a 
fpeedy, open, and lading retreat. 

When connexions that pafTed for 
Friendfhip could be no longer cultivated 
with prudence, it has been cuftomarj' to 
caution men againft a fudden and de- 
clared breach, and counfel them to with- 
draw infenfibly and filently. This may 
be right in many circumftances. The 
world is not concerned to know any thing 
of the matter : to proclaim it, would do 
no good ; and to conceal it as much as 
poi&ble, may prevent a variety of inconve- 
niencies. But in iituations where your 
character or your virtue is at ftake, it 
appears to me, that your feparation ihould 
be inftant, decifive,- and avowed. In the 
cafe I have juft defcribed, a diiFcrent con- 
^u6t might be ruinous. , To remain near 
the net that formerly en(hared you, were 
prefumptuous folly; and it is only an 
immediate, , clear, and conftant renuncia* 
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tkm of iminacf with thofb infidiiNif ik^ 
ftrajrersy that can mftme yoor iannnCBCC^ 
or your peaccw 

It it tf remark no left j«ft thaarmn* 
aion, tlut we maj judge 4a£ pcriboi iiif 
die Goiii{NUiy diey afied* Wito kaont 
not the attradion of confermity, wuk 
the force of example? We natwal^ 
take to thofe whofe opinions, andun^ 
tions, and manners, are noft like 'our 
own, at leaft in the leading inftanoes of 
life; and nodung perhaps conduces fa 
much to afcertain, or to mould a charac- 
ter, as daily intercourfe and chofen fa- 
miliarity. Of him who walks with wife 
men we believe that he is wife, or wc 
conclude that he will be fo. On the 
other hand, there cannot be a worfe 
fymptom of any one, than his being at<- 
tached to low ai^ worthlefs companions ; 
for, if he is not already low and worthlefs, 
he muft ere long become fuch by continu- 
ing to frequent them« How many pro- 
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«hifing plants of virtue have we feen wither 
in the air of *' evil communication !" Intd 
fo unwholefome a climate you may be led 
by accident, or drawn bycuriofity, or car- 
ried by bufinefs, or betrayed by art prac- 
tifing on ignorance. But lay it down for 
an infallible rule, that, if you have a pro^ 
•per regard for your beft interefts, you will 
not continue there without neceffity, after 
you are aware of your danger ; which may 
for the moft part be foon difcovered fron^ 
fomething or other faid, done, or propofed^ 
that is incompatible with principle, or of- 
fenfive to decency. He, indeed, is a for- 
tunate young man, who efcapes from fuck 
-an^tmo^ere without infection. What 
amufement can corrupt aflbciates afford^ 
or what fervice can they render, which de- 
ferves to be weighed againft the advan- 
tages and pleafures of Wifdom ? Nor 
will her followers be unwilling to receive 
you into their chearful and benevolent 
-circle, if they perceive you in earneft to 
tjoin them. 

Vol. I. U 
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Whcfi I (ay this, I 
•t jt|ie fame time, not to 
can form a Fricndflui^ or 
of the hearty with cmjr 
meet. In the firft place, waat maf k^ 
very good, as ftv as the great oHtliHBif, 
^uty gO) and yet not very aoiiabkm 
ilyle of converfatipn, their caft 
or their turn of manners. Aad 
fuch as are, luppofing many fuch 
your reach, i| felicity which raidj 
pens to one man, how few can yoo nar 
fonably hope to find with that pecalbr 
texture in their mii^ds, or thofe charac- 
tcriftic features of fancy, of underfiand* 
ing, and of afFe&ion, which fuit your par* 
ticular tafte and feelings ! 

To take it ill, or to think it flrange, 
that you find not more, that every eye 
melts not with fympathy, that every heart 
glows not with afFedtion for you, would 
argue but little knowledge either of your- 
fclf^ or of mankind. Permit me^ Sir, to 



ADDRESS IX. agt 

■rfk. What right have you to require, that 
bthers (hould be formed on your models 
mnjr more than they have that you fhould 
be formed on theirs ? If they were offend- 
ed or furprifed, that you did not clafp 
them to your bofom, would not you juftly 
pity their prefumption and folly ? Can 
you ferioufly believe, that your charafter 
is a complete ftandard of re£^itude, that 
your judgement is an infaliible teft of 
truth, and that your deportment fhould 
be uniformly copied by all that would 
iexcel or pleafe ? 

■ Though reSitude and truth be eflen- 
tially and eternally confiftent with them- 
selves, is it not manifeft that the former 
admits of innumerable modifications ; and 
muft it not neceffarily happen, that the 
latter will ftrike different intelledls, of 
different cultures, in different fituations, 
with an endlefs diverfity of views ? The 
material world, we know, exhibits a mar- 
vellous theatre of variety j and i^i propor* 
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tion to our acquaintance with the morf, 
wc (hall difcern upon it the [ame&mf 
of that Unbounded Genius, ifthephrii 
may be allowed, which belongs to lie 
Author of both. We fpeak of the al- 
moft infinitely various circumftanccs anJ 
fhapes, under which the general princi- 
ples of virtue operate through the wide-ec 
tended fphere of fociety. And with 
gard to external behaviour, the prevailii^ 
humoursof men, and what may be tcraH^ 
The Moving Piftures of life; do we 
perceive, that the tafte and colouring Ml 
often no lefs wonderfully diverfified, when- 
ever Human Nature is not funk inbir- 
barifm, fubduecl by flavcry, or ftiffenedbf 
faihion, but left partly to her origid 
fcope, and partly committed to herac- 
quired energies ? 

But having mentioned thefe, I woulJ 
obferve, that, in the moft advanced ftai! 
of civilization, there is fuch a mixture of 
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(efs, as precludes in a great meafure thofe 
jftagnanimous fentiments, and ftrong feel- 
tAgs, which are requifite to a noble Friend- 
Blip. What is the confequence? That 
in this luxurious and effeminate age, where 
under a polifhed exterior, and many fpe- 
eious appearances, the heart is at once en« 
fisebled, contra£ted, and warped, a noble 
Friendfhip becomes more and more un* 
common. 

In truth, 1 fear, it never was very pre- 
valent. The qualifications which muft 
form, and the coincidences which muft fa- 
vour it, are too many, and too extraordi- 
nary, to be frequently expefted in the pre- 
fent condition of our being. Had ex- 
amples of this kind been more numerous, 
they would have been lefs memorable. 
The few which ftand on record, have been 
coIle£led from different and diftant ages 
and nations. They fliine like thofe re- 
fulgent but partial rays, that fometimes 
dart thrpugh little openings of a general 
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cloiu], vi^icli happens to cotct (} 
of the hemifpherc. Or they may bi 
pared to meteors of remarkable 
that now and then relieve and ( 
the gloom of night. The inftm 
which I allude, are fo cofifpicuou 
mitious and beautiful, that the n; 
fcription of them, efpccially whe 
by the pathos of genius, is apt I 
fufceptibic minds with admirationi 
ture. I am not indeed fune, hi 
when the fancy of the reader of 1: 
more than ordinarily warm and 
the impreflions thus produced in i 
of youth, may inflame it with 
which are never afterwards fuificier 
derated, and very fetdom juilified 
event, of rifing to the fame fublim 
£nding Friends of equal elevation. 

You may dfeem me rigorous, in 
ing to check a luxuriance Hot only 
fing in itfelf, but fo uinocent in its 
and yetj when you teRe& on all y 
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heard, you will perceive the neceffity of 
this moral difcipline. Perhaps we might 
go fo far as tx> fay, that one of the earliefl: 
l^ilbns, which fhould be inculcated on 
jioung men of lively fpirits, is to diftrufl 
their own vivacity on all, or moft fubjefts 
regarding pra(Slice. It is certain, that 
from this root, which, is ufually ftrongeft 
In the richeft foils, the principal evils that 
embitter life have often fprung. There 
is a voluptuoufnefs of the heart, as well 
as of the fenfes, which, though infinitely 
fuperior on the fcore of dignity, and fre- 
quently connefted with the pureft virtue, 
may yet in many cafes require mortifica- 
tion no lefs than the other. Without the 
mental fobriety which prudence teaches, 
you may be involved in the fame calami- 
ties, though not in the fame guilt, by the 
beft paiBons as by the worft. 

. Prudence, I am fenfible, is not entitled 
to the praife of a fublime attainment. 
It is often found in common minds ^ 

U 4, 
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and it is fometlmcs not found in th< 
bldt, or the brighteft. But thcfe 
fcrioufly juftify themfelves for the 
of it : thejr are forty, they are afh: 
when confcious of having tranfgrefl 
laws. None but libertines, or foolS; 
fume to call it a fneaking dtrpofitii 
low-fouled quality, the mark of a 1 
charafler, or at the higheft a mere fc 
to the Virtues, The wife ancieni 
ways confidcrcd it as one of thofe Vii 
and always treated it with refpetS:, 
cardinal importance. But you nee 
wonder when you hear it degrade 
fome wretched creatures, who are viol 
daily its moft indifpenfable precepts 
who have even the infolence to bo; 
defpifmg it ; in the hope, I fuppof 
being ranked among men of fpirit am 
nius, becaufe liich have not often bee 
markable for prudence. IVfay you, ( 
flemen, never be guilty of fo indecei 
affectation, nor yet of the unhappy 
iuA which generally occaiions it. 
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integrity be your firft care, and your next 
difcretion. You cannot too much dif- 
dain or abominate Cunning, and all her 
Terpentine brood : but Difcretion or Pru- 
dence is of a very different order, and be- 
longs to a very different race. She is 
nearly allied to Wifdom ; and, if you ex- 
cept Religion, £he is the furefl guard of 
integrity, and the fafefl guide of life. 

- One of her main didlates is, to be diffi- 
dent of your own judgement where you 
have not proved it, efpecially in matters 
of confequence to your morals and your 
peace : but both will depend in a pecu- 
liar degree on your choice of Friends ;. 
and therefore be advifed to proceed in it 
with great caution. The knowledge of 
men is to be gained by experience, rather 
than by books. Not many of the lafl 
paint them true : fomething is miftaken, 
exaggerated, or diminiflied : and if a few 
mafters exhibit them as they are, that is, 
for the moft part ftrangely mixed and 
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{hadeiJ, the fanguine eye of youth catches 
at the rplendid tints and the agreeable 
features, but overlooks thofc of another 
kind ; whereas experience, being imme- 
dia»ly convcrfant with the originals, fees 
their real countenan"* and natural co- 
lour. As for mere ulation, it is fo 
apt to proceed upoi ftems inftcad of 
fa&s, that very 1 ittle inueed can be learned, 
from it, where faiSs arc chiefly in que- 
ftioD i aiid flattering fyftcms will be al- 
ways preferred, by juvenileminds, to thofe 
of a fevcrer call. What is the inference ? 
It is this, that you ought never to form 
any intimate connexion, which your pa- 
rents do not dearly approve. 

Your Parents having tried the world, 

muft douhtlefs be better judges of it than 
you who have not ; and they will be dif- 
pofjd, on fuch occafions, toftudy your i'o- 
briety, your charaiSter, your intereft, whilA 
you are prone to think only of your grati- 
fication ; they confult your happinefs far 
life; you, the entertainment of the hour: 
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tJiey know that prefent pleafure is often 
pernicious, and, at beft, but a fmall portion 
of the felicity for which you were defigncd : 
you are too eager in the purfuit which en- 
gages you at the inftant, to weigh very 
carefully the confequences, or to extend 
very far your views of future good : from 
a warmth and candour that have not yet 
been damped by cruel treatment, you are 
too unfufpefting to apprehend danger, 
falfehood, or malice, where you hear no- 
thing but the language of afFeftion, and 
fee nothing but the face of complacence; 
when your parents, who know how often 
thefe are aiTumed to deceive, may fear left 
you (hould be betrayed by your fimpHcity. 
They, indeed, may fometimes carry their 
fufpicions too great a length; and often 
rneafure both men and things with an 
over fcrupulofity, having often, it is pro- 
bable, been difappointed by both ; but in 
general, their eftimate will be nearer the 
truth than yours, and you will be fafcr 
in following the line of caution which 
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they recommend, than the indifcriminate 
impulfe of your own ardour : you maj, 
it is true, be lefs delighted for a time; 
but you will commonly afterwards be de- 
lighted more and longer. In fhort, thef 
enquire into the principles, the manners, 
the circumftances, and the relations, oi 
thofe with whom you aflbciate, or wifh 
to aflbciate ; whilft you confider only ap- 
pearances and profeifions, the power of 
talking and amufmg, with the readinefs 
to comply and oblige at all adventures. 
Give me leave to fay, If you have any re- 
flexion, you cannot but perceive the ex- 
treme difference, in point of foundnefs and 
fecurity, between thefe two modes of judg- 
ing ; and if you have any fairnefs or open- 
ncfs, you cannot but own it, and condemn, 
as neither dutiful nor wife, thofe young 
pcrfons, whoever they be, that venture to 

chufc their companions 1 will not now 

call them their Friends againfl; the 

coiifent, or without the fufFrage, of their 
Parents, 
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,* Permit me to add, that next to the 
infatuation and impiety of oppofing or 
difregarding yours in a matter of this mag* 
nitude, were you indeed capable of it, 
would be the folly, meannefs, and un- 
worthinefs of cajrying on, without their 
knowledge, any intimacy which concerned 
either your hearts or your fortunes. That 
correfpondence ihould be avoided, like ' 
deftiud^ion, which appears in io queflion- 
able a ihape, as not to be tit for a father's 
or a mother's eye. If any of you are un- 
happily engaged in fuch a correfpondence, 
abandon it, I conjure you, abandon it) 
without a moment's delay. Such a cor- 
i-efpondence has been often fatal. In ma- 
ny inftances, it is to be dreaded more tha» 
the moft artful ftratagem of your moft in- 
veterate foe. Whatdolfayf Your word 
enemy cannot draw you into guilt, or 
ihame, or unpitied iorrow, without your 
«wn concurrence : but here, Sir, you ex- 
pofe yourfelf, for aught you know, to all 
thefe hazards, with much deliberation, 
and at the expence of much conti:Lva.n». 
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on your part : jou reduce yourfidf to t 
ftate of confeious litdenefi^ of low anxie^ 
ties, and painful apprehenfiona left di£i 
covety flioiild overwhelm you with con-* 
fufion. But were there no other evil at* 
tending your fituadon, do not you blufh 
at the thought of writing, cbihveiiing, 
afting, living, under a cloak of conceal-* 
ment? Can you enjoy that which yoa 
dare not avow 7 Can you be happy in re- 
ceiving letters which you nmft hide, as if 
they were ftolen, or in paying vifits from 
which you mud (link away >^ as a tbief 
*' in the night ?'* Will you honour with 
the appellation of Friend, that perfon who 
can confent to all this ? The very idea 
would fill you with indignant fcorn, were 
you not intoxicated and blinded by your 
pafTions. But it is wonderful whatabfur- 
dities people can fwallow, and to what hu- 
miliations they can fubmit, for the fake 
of momentary indulgence. The wifdom 
of a Man, and yet more the faith of a 
Chriftian, would fave you from both : 
would teach you to facrifice little 



ADDRESS IX. 303 

Interefts though prefent, when incompa- 
tible with fuperior obje(^s though re* 
mote ; and always to feek your fatisfac- 
tion in your duty. 

But perhaps you will tell me, that your 
parents are known to be unkind and un- 
xeafonable, that their caprice would* den^ 
you the amufements fuited to your time 
of life, and particularly, that their jea- 

^loufy would preclude you from cultiva- 
ting any agreeable connexion whatfoever. 
Are you certain ? Do you not.mif- 

. take them ? Have they not been mifre- 
prefented ? Are none of your companions 
clifpofed to inflame your prejudices againft 
them ? Have they never been provoked 
by yourfelf to a feemiflg feverity, which 
they would not elfe have fhown ? Yo^ 
muft allow me to fufped, when I hesg: 
fuch complaints from a young man, that 
they are feldom well founded. This is 
not the age of rigour. Parents in thefe 

f days arc ap t to be but too vi\A\3\^^ivc» ^^^"^ 
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poCe however, that yours are the reverfcj 
it Hill becomes you to comply with them, 
fo long as they require nothing unlawful ; 
nor is it by any means impoffible, thar, 
by a fubmiilive and afFeflionate carnage, 
you may foften them into gentlenefs, or jl 
Icaft obtain from them favours which you 
can never hope, and ftiould never wifli, by 
a diiFcrent behaviour to extort. 

Of the infelicity (^^red by mortds 
efpecially in domeftic' fcencs, I verily be- 
lieve, the greater part proceeds from petty 
indifcretions, rather than from greatvices. 
Xhofe parents in particular, who render 
the condition of their children uncotn- 
fortable, would often make them happy, 
if the children themfelves did not, by their 
petulance or imprudence, teaze and irri- 
tate them. The generality of boys and 
girls, who have not been wifely educated, 
attend only to the gratifying of theit 
own inclinations, and forget that their 
fathcis atv4 \wi^^»:^^ 'sm.'^', -A-^TSi^-i t^ h^ve 
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the pre-eminence. I am perfuaded ther« 
jure comparatively but few at any age^ 
or of any clafs^ who might not be conr 
ciliated) in *fome degree, by good-natured 
and well-timed attentions. 

It may be proper however to' remind 
parents, that they, of all people in the 
-world, fhould give moft allowances to 
thofe youth whom Heaven has put under 
their care, with a peculiar confidence in 
their tendernefs : nor is it either equitable, 
or juft in them, to require from young crea- 
tures the fame cool reflexion, or the fame 
uniform moderation, which may be ex-* 
pe£bd from fuch as are advanced in years. 
The. truth is, that, in this relation as 
vrell as others, there are fome unnatural^ 
and fome prepofterous beings, whom no 
fweetnefs can win, and who are only the 
more peeviifa, or even tyrannical, for be<* 
ing treated with modefty and deference. 
When this is the cafe, it jQiould be con-^ 
fidered as a trial appointed by Piov'v^^iv^c:^ 
Vol. ^ %. 
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for purpofes undoubtodly gracious, amcmg 
Hfhich aaay well be reckoned* 'mpfow. 
Bient in patience and {ebjr'wty^ two of tke 
inoft Oficcflary qualities in lifc^. 

At the fame time, it is but fair to add, 
Ibat if parents, wbofe children are dif- 
pofed to be every way dutiful, will jtt 
ufe them barbarouiiy, or chili them hj 
perpetual fullennefs, or fiiock them hf 
frequent fits of paffion and vt^I^nce^ thef 
can have little reafop to con^plain, fiiouU 
their children become lefs attached and 
Icfs obfcrvant, or ihould they fly, as often 
as they can, from fcencs fo difcouraging 
and fo difgufting, to any aflbciates who 

may come in their way. Fooliih, and 

unworthy ! Is it thus that you provoke 
to wrath, that you force on danger, per- 
haps on ruin, the very perfons whofe 
fecurity, virtue, and welfare, you are 
bound by every tie to confult ? Is it thus 
that you fling from you the glorious pri- 
vilege of making your families bleft i 
It is thus that you clothe youxfelves with 
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por, in thofe eyes lo which you fl^ouU 
learwith tiiedryme attrii&iaiis of ib^ 
I goodnefs i G^ftciou^ Heaven ! caft you 
luFe IK> thjnit of tttmlag thoir iiowfes, 
ich fliould be kobiutions of peace, iiseo 
(bns, and your&lves, who flioayd \m 

guardians of your offspruig, into theiv 
ers ? Can you bear the refledioD, that 
bead «f caufuig their honeft fceaits to 
pitate with joy and gratitude evsery; 
le you enter, you, their Parents, the 
kruinefits of tkeir CiXiAmce, and who 
^ tcr be tile i»ftruiii€«vt8 of their haJH 
icfs ■'■ c hat You(bouki, by your droad<^' 

preftiice, quafti erery comfiort which 
;an to rile when you weft gooes ^Hii 
I die Iktle buds of a&ftiiMi, wkich^ 

you b«t <»iiiei^)oft thom, wouH bi«afc 
tb li^e diofe of the fpring at the 61 A^f 

iving rays t On wrong behaviour^ 

I cannot fappoft that w« wifh yoia to 
ik : neither do we txpoStj that in an^ 
b you can fmile alvnys : we^Ilow j<yvn 
Hrfand cifipuinftances • in whieh yont 

X X 
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thoughts may be naturally too much »iH 
forbed, or your feelings unavoidably too 
OiilrciTed, to admit the inftant emanations 
of tcndcrnet's and complacency. Bm, oh 
Sirs, what pity is it, that you fliould in- 
dulge to habits of ill temper or dilion- 
tent on any occafion, and efpecialty in ih: 
very places where tranquillity and kind- 
ncfs ought to dwell, as in their favouriic 
rcfideiice ! 

To fuch children as are favoured with 
wife and affectionate parents, we cannot 
help fjying, it will be remarkably tbeii 
own fault, if they do not improve a di- 
cumftance fo exceeding favourable, into ' 
the greateft felicity^ I mean that of cul- ' 
tivating thofe parents as their moft failh- 
ful coujifellors, and their moft precioui 
Friends; Friends whofe fincerity, whoie 
benignity, whofe zeal for their welfare in 
all refpedls, will rarely be equalled by 
any, with whom they can afterwards hope 
to.be connected. In reality, I concelvi 
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r^here is but one character beflde, that can 
.ever rival them in thefe points, or fur*- 
^afs them in the power of conferring heart* 
^It delight, namely, a prudent, virtuous, 
•and amiable woman, united with you in 
.the bonds of holy wedlock and tender: 
-efteem. 

I ■ 

From perfons beyond the endearing cir-» 
.cle of a family, who have feen many days, 
-more efpecially if they have alfo experi- 
enced much diftrefs from the injuftlce and 
-ingratitude of mankind, I would not en- 
tourage you to look frequently for the 
.fpftnefs or generofity of Friendfliip, as I 
hinted in the beginning. But there is z 
Jower degree of it, and ftill very valuable, 
.to be found in fuch, if they are perfons of 
/enfe and worth, and if you have enough 
of both to gain their confidence, 

t I. have known fome aged people wha 
appeared to be wonderfully foothed and 



AOured their virtues, revcren 
ind ftudied to Kghten their 
ing happy in ui origina 
temper, which principle 
ferved, and having to fou 
«xcetbent, nttttml underftan 
large fiind of obfervation, th 
narratives were peculiarly: 
iefting> »nd inftruAive : nor 
to cxprcfs the eagemcfs ^cit 
xle of ingenuous youth, fitti 
Imbibed entertainment am 
their communications ; the 
fth ©n feeing themftlves i 
their regard, and the zeal 
td to aflilt their infirmitie 
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^Hftmade of Aond^ which can, at k period 

:3v42en all fhould be tendcrnefsy and vir-« 

^nauB fiiicef)tibilit7, look iipon age thus 

4Dtiiabk^ and ihm dignrfied, with con'^ 

Mtmpi or indifierence. Nor am I lets cef-* 

taiiiy that they who know how to avail 

4iiemfelves of its fociety, are in the faireft 

.road' to the beft iitiprdvements. InteUf<- 

igsnde ai»] goddrtefs, adorning gfey hairsl, 

ficre abfoflutely irrefift'ible, wherever there 

is a foul to difcern the venerable attraction, 

Jhlay ydu, Grentlemen, never have the ntii^ 

•fortune to be imtinvaflely connedted with 

any of either fex, who could read, without 

jadmiring h, the ch^raifter of Mrs. Shirley, 

in tkt Hiftory of Sir Charley Grandifon^ 

Dr that of Mr. All worthy in another book^ 

vrhkh I sn forry, for his fake, I cannot 

recorbmend without a particular caution^ 

as it exhibits, at the fame time, the pi£hirt 

of a young man too alluring by his better 

difpofitions, whilft he indulges to cri- 

minal and hurtful propenfities. 

X4 
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It IS tfldoM to b^ wnifciiBBBy init Iht 
writv flioaUy thoa^ 'widioat hunwlMg 
itf hsve ghm fo impnliitg a ifmiAi to 
ioniKMilit^* I wim yoa agaiii(L'tkeid^ 
lafioot and entmt.joa to nnaBbcr ia 
all fiidi-'cafa, that no qmlitici, hamna 
ipkafing; howeter dqidvatiiig, can onk 
4miends for licentioofiiefs. . IflioukLaot 
Juveihinted at this produAion, bad I not 
reafon to appi%)ieiif it lias done kmi 
amongftyouthful readers of both fexcs, snd 
were it not ftill in the hands of many. 
But may we not here remark widi fii- 
tisfa£i:ion, that whilft it, and feme other 
writings of the fame author, fecm, upon 
the whole, calculated to produce more 
evil than good, a near relation of his, well 
Jcnown, is conftantly employed in counter- 
working, with Angular fagacity and dili- 
gence, the mifchiefs to which the public 
is expofcd, from the efFe<9s of ^arly excefs 
in general, and of the profligacy that fo fre- 
quently grows out of it ? Whatever blind 
imputations may be propagated againft the 
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extraordinary per fon to whom I refer, by 
^bad men, from motives which may eafily 
4>e gueiTed, I cannot but think, that his 
Tunparallelled ufefulnefs, as a Magiftrate, 
in detecting crimes on the one hand, and 
liis admirable plan for preventing vice on 
:the other, by a moft wife and charitable 
InfHtution, of which he was the Founder, 
tvill tranfmit his name to pofterity with 
fliftinguiihed honour. 

• 

To return, and to fpeak at large, it is 
■always matter of regret, when cither in 
books, in life, or on the ftage, the difap- 
probation which ought to be excited by 
iniquity or folly, apparent in any cha- 
|-a£ler, is not only effaced on viewing the 
agreeable endowments that accompany it, 
but the folly or the iniquity itfelf feems 
in a manner to receive countenance, and 
encouragement, from their neighbourhood 
to thofe endowments. 

As to the ftage, it is peculiarly pdrni- 
^ious when this is-the cafe ; and amongft 
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0<bar>tpteftaii»iiMa :«rhhh imdft faeoh* 
ttriy bMiihed fnw h^ Tte fit^M^ 
0|>en is fmdyxiiie.. Ta.pipicrik» fiar- 
ffoc h- dwgcKm^ A fi*or, nxtald wieft 
jrefNUatioli hqh the Managfcrt «f Mr tfM»> 
tmi I. and if- tliejrfbfgei tir do dwiiirdifcl 
tlmt crfditi I heioriiljr.iaAi thc^Lnr mif^ 
intapofe its mttkority^. . What can ,kt 
jttioge da^gerottStoAt «qWls4if fmf/i^ iHlrdi 
youth, than to have thricc^ts airf:««r»llh 
miliarized with obje£te and fcenes of vice^ 
efpecMlywliea'ac^impteied miik ikt lid- 
vantages of adion^ milfic^ wit, and h«^ 
mour ; and yet further^ when foftened an4 
recommended by certain nit:itt(ire3 of good* 
nature and kind a£Ee£Hon ? Offenders <|f 
this ftamp ihould never be feen or heard 
without neceilky ^ as the moft impudent 
and abandoned ihould never be presented in 
any lights, but fuch as- mtry ftri-ke with 
horror. 

• 

But perhaps you will tell me, that I 
have wandered from my fubjed. I deny 
"'*• My fwbjefl is- Friendfhip^ and my 
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ydii) iftjr ']bdbred cfaatge, hiighl: be ks^A 
froiti con€ra£liAg vkiotis and tmpnulHit 
-attkrhments, and guarded againft the pai^ 
ttcttlar foares 6[i«ft likely t6 entangle yoli 
-on that ftde. Now, I thiiik ^ we havt di^ 
covered and proved^ With fliilktent clears 
ncSsy that yourbeft fecurity, Jiex* to Gred's 
d«re£):ien and' guardianihip^ wiiich I pray 
yoii may in this, as in all other inftatiees, 
implore and obtain, will be to frequent 
the comrpany, and follow the counfel, of 
•perfons in years, whether parents or not, 
Wh6 unite chearfulnefs and benevolence 
with wifdom and pietyw Nor do I fpeak 
merely from fpeciilation. I can aver with 
fmcerity, that all, or almoft all the vir- 
tuous youth I havci kno^h Of cither fex, 
have been thofe who enjoyed and im- 
proved the ineftimable Weffing of fuch 
company and fuch counfel. I could at 
this moment point to fome individuals of 
untommon worth, the rifing ornaments 
cfjreligion. and humanity^ who ar^ ready 
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jefpeAs be wh« they may, of wlwmi they 
know, or have heard, that they flighted 
thofe richcft fouFces of improvement and 
delight. 

^ But is it poJlible to fay all this, and ;^ 
omit expreffing; our furprife, that perfons 
flricken in years do not more frequently 
endeavour to engage the cfleem and con- 
fidence of weil-difpofed youth ? Alas ! 
you little know what power you have, had 
you alfo the iiv:lination, to chaaa them 
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into goodnefs. You little know what 
divine fatisfaftion you forfeit, when, in- 
flead of attra£^ing them by the double tie 
of love and veneration, and imprefling their 
hearts with the wifeft and happieft lefTons, 
you difgufl: them at yourfelves, and at 
every thing of this kind, by impatience,* 
fupercilioufnefs, or fpleen. But if you are 
infenfible to noble confiderations, think,- 
I befeech you, what guilt and woe you may 
incur, Ihould your forbidding behaviour 
frighten thofe youthful travellers, perhaps 
your own children, from the paths of pii-* 
rity and peace. But for you they might 
have been happy for ever. Can you fup-^^ 
port the idea ? 

• It is indeed eertaiA, that many of the old 
are not at due pains to preferve thofe placid 
difpofitions, which would alike chear their 
laft ftage to themfelves, and render their 
fociety both deiirable and ufeful to others^ 
to the young efpecially. But the young 
ihould cQnfider on the other hand^that 
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Bunbers arc fe worn with care, or 
pointflWAt, or decay, or ^difeaie, or { 
ventiue widi all tbefe jointly-, as 
AO longer capable of (bowing the § 
bumour diey were wont to difcovei 
dieir tafte for thofe friendly intercoi 
wbich they formerly enjoyed, as the e 
fieafoaing of life. Now is tbe proper ti 
for you, if duty calls you, either fri 
connexion or fituatioii, to cultivate vi 
toes of higher relifli than all the pieafui^ 
that the gayeft companion could ever m 
part ; I mean forbearance, mildne/s, fym- 
pathy, and fweet attention to eafe the in- 
quietudes of age, and fupport the wear] 
pilgrims in their defcent to the grave. 

As for thofe people, whether older oi 
younger, who are all involved in caution 
and fecrecy, in management and myftery, 
be aflured that, let them wear whatevei 
appearances of wifdom or importance the) 
will, you can derive from them neithei 
advantage^ nor inftru^lien, nor enter^Mi- 
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wfintj to rewajrd jK>ttjr dUwipts »t their ki-; 
tiinac}?, fiiotfld yQU on iiny Qcc«£aa ho 
sdvtfiMl or proroptt^d. to ccHirc it : for I 
eaiMiot (u{)pofe9 th^ you wpuld «ver coufi 
it qf choke.: the clsara^er I draw is 1x^1% 
tucaXly infrigidatiftg, awl odious to yoatk 
of the lesft gniecofoy or opeoneft. S^t-^ 
ting aftde the danger^ which is but too 
probable, of jour being fooner or later 
gcievoufiy betrayed by fuch politicians^ 
what could you pxpe<5): from thi^m at beft,i 
liiit coun&ls or aids, on. the kind or up-i 
right intCBtien of ^rkicfa you could ne-? 
iFcr rely with certainty ? Whilft you la- 
boured in voiu to pofiefs their cooiidonc^^ 
tiiey would he williog tmough to accept of 
yours : wfaiift you told them with fim* 
plicity of fovl all you thought or felt, they 
Hiigfat fe^m perhaps to hW you fomething 
in return ; but, depend upon it, you would 
then knov as little of their real opinions 
Q€ indi^adons as befoie-T*<— -except it werQ 
tibia, which a iiaiiaJil fliare of difcer nmeot 
in/dflnl^aight teach yoU;^ if ^«k«^ ^^\ v^ 



at bottom but poor 
Bindt and narrow I 
•f no genuine ability 

For- you who are 
that great theatre of d 
da«btl«fs,;be a gocid 
i^Uty ^c ardent an 
find in-obferving it, 
your iecrets on thofe 
o«rn. By ailing diS 
T^t the Ireedom of 
the wife, who will th. 
uoderftandinge, thouj 
^ink.'the better of ] 
fnch frankijefsyouex 
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e Candour with prudence, and the confi- 
r dcntial fplrit of Friendfhip with the guard 
: of habitual circumfpedHon, is indeed all' 
; arduous attainment, and in the Cafe of 
5 fbme tempers, I believe, the moft arduous 
- that could be propofed. 

When the worthlefs and the frivolous 

^ fufter from indifcretion, we feldom feel 

3 much concern. But thofe are alv^^ys ob- 

^ jc£ls of our pity, that from a want of dif- 

, truft, occafiohed by the warmth of their 

Bfeftevoleiice, and by too favourable fen-^ 

timents of mankind, become the prey of 

the artful, the felfifh, and the malevolent ; 

a fet of beings, who, if they have once fe- 

rioufly injured any man, never fail froxn 

that moment, and for that reafon, to hate 

him as long as they live, more efpeciallyi 

vrhen they find that he comes to kno^ 

them. This knowledge it is commonl]^ 

thought, in fuch cafes, a very neceflary 

^tcce of wifdom to conceal. But I have 

' iifk often feen ypung perfons of honour 

Vol. I. Y 
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and fai&biliCT, who were (b cautious: 
tbej coold not fuppncis their hooeft in- 
Hffosioa ; and, to confeis the truth, I 
loved thexn the better for it. Nothing 
ia U£s cza rectxcpeiKe a good mind^ for 
dto pain of perpetnallj ftifliog its eino- 
tions ^od parrying, with 'the vigilance 
<rf^a fieaccr, the ftrokes of enrr or injus- 
tice. To ihun for erer thofe who are 
difpofed to ftrike them, to praj for their 
anendment, and to fet a better exarn^ 
pie, appears to me at once the wife and 
the chriftiiLn part, in (ituations of this na^ 
Cure. 

To proceed but cnc flep farther at pre- 
fent, let me lay roa:c'A-hat ;ibout forming 
connexions of the amiccble kind, with rr.cn 
of learning. It thev are alio men of prin- 
clple, and will permit you to repair with 
them to the temple of Friend diip, you 
would be ftrangely wanting to yourklvc?, 
did you negltct fo happy an oppportunityr 
Ji' vou have ground to believe that they 
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art not men of principle, you cannot be 
too careful to avoid their intimacy : they 
certainly are, of all others, the perfons whd 
can Hurt you in the moft efTential man- 
ner. What multitudes of youth, who 
were unfettled in their faith, have been ru- 
ined in their morals, by aflbciatiilg witK 
ingenious libertines and infidels ! Nor 
would I advife even the beft eftablifhed 
of my young auditors to venture very 
freely among fuch company. I am fure, 
that no entertainment to be found there 
could make you an adequate compenfa- - 
tion, fhould your minds* be fhaken, and 
at laft your hearts corrupted, by cavils 
Ind witticifms, to the prejudice of vir- 
tue and religion, v^hether more or lc(f 
avowed. 

But fuppofe you not to run any rifle of 
this fort, among thofe fcholars whom you 
wifli to make your Tricnds : have you 
room to hope they will return your attach-* 
ment ? Do they appear to refenible that 
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trujy venerable and jufl]y admlreti inflruc- 
tor and patron of Youth, the Atheuiia 
Sage, or that excellent Roman, the gc- 
nerous, as well as elegant and accom- 
pljflied, Pliny, whofe memDry derives the 
highert honour from his indefatigable en- 
deavours to befriend and promote, in every 
poflibJe way, bafhful and deferving young 
men, particularly thofe of his own pro- 

feflion .' Bkffed Heaven ! what is there 

in fociety, either noble or profperou=» 
which might not be brought about, oaibe. 
fame plan, by perfons of eminence and U.t. 
Jents at this day? ' .;,. ■ . . .. 

In aficicnt ages, the lovers of literature 
and philofophy Teem, from their writings^ 
to have been animated by an uncpmmon 
fpirit for the belt converfation, and the 
moft friendly coffefpondence. It is one 
of the hghts in which antiquity fliiim . 
moll .confpicuoua : if- refleSs a lullre on 
the hearts, 110 Iefstl»n tbe-iieads,.of many 
great men, by whom Gxeece and Rome ■ 
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were adorned in their politer periods. 
Such- urbanity of wit and manners, fuch 
fnij^tual readinefs to liften with refpe£t, 
to argue with mbdefty, to cOntradi£l with 
candour, ind to Approve when they could, 
like gentlemen and like Friends, demon- 
ftrate an exalted vein both of fcnfe and gooif 
©ature, that cartnot be fufficicntly com- 
mended. Is it copied as it deferves by the 
votaries of knowledge and erudition in 
thefe times ? May I prefume to fay, that the 
felfiihnefs and vanity of modern life has too 
pften infedled our men of pifts theinfelvc^; 
and that mjiny of them have betra^yed jea-' 
loufies and meannefles, to which it might 
have been expefted their acquirements ^nd 
their characters would have made them fu« ^ 
pcrior ? It is matter of . equal humiliatipn* ' 
and regret, that the mind of man, evfeii in' 
its moft cultivated ftatej fo feldo^ riles to * 
aught uniformly fublime or enlarged. A 
principal misfortune of this^ age is, that 
intelledual improvements are much more 
ftudied'than morale that when the ua- 
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derfianding goes inquefl of Truth or fcience, 
ami the fancy is fmittcn with objcflsof tifte 
and criticifm, the paeons are 001110101117 
left to thcmfelves, under as little controul 
or regulation, beyond a certain fmoothncfi 
of appearance and demeanor, as can be 
found among the loweft of the people. 
In general, no endowments connected with 
the heart are half To much regarded now 
as the refinements of a falliionablc fyftcm, 
the fallics of a lively wit, or the brilliancy' 
of external ornament. And yet I am in- 
clined to think, that, in the eye of Realfln, 
none of thefe intitle their poflt-flbrs W 
equal praife with the unaffected modefty 
of a Buccleugh, or the unwearied philan- 
thropy of a Dingley, a Thornton, a Han- 
way, or a Howard. 



Improvements in learning and the li- 
beral arts ought undoubtedly to produce 
liberal fentiments, and an extenfive bene- 
volence : and when they have this etFeit, 
we can imagine nothing more cftimabie 
iMi t\veiftfe\\«j o^ TOSj^t ds.C'.tea.blc for 
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youth than to be intimate with fuch as 
are matters of them. But when diftin-*- 
guiflied tafte and literary eminence are 
difgraced by pride, by envy, by rancour^ 
or palti-y rivalfhips, what fhall we fay ?— 
What can we fay, but that we fhould 
watch over our own tempers in our in- 
ferior fcale of capacity, and feel a juft con?- 
cern for the frailties of Human Nature i 
Mean time, I am happy in being able. 
to inform you from the beft authority, 
that the public will foon be furnifhed with 
full evidence, to prove Addifon was by no 
means the jealous, diflembling, and invidi- 
ous charafter a celebrated cotemporary wit 
and poet reprefented him. It will furely 
give » univerfal pleafure, to fee fo vile a 
flander againft fo amiable and fo ufeful ^ 
yrriter completely refuted. 

Upon the whole ; without wifhing to 
cxtinguifh in your breafts a ftngle fp^rk 
of candour or generofity, we would only 
^onfult your; eafe and happinefs, by a^^ 
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vifing you to correft thofe miftaken of 
exaggerated ideas, on the fubjeS of this 
Addrcfs, which might expofe you to the 
fcvercft difappointments, or even plunge 
you in the worft mifchiefs. If you are 
treated by moft of thofe about you with 
civilxt)-, if you receive frbm many of them 
marks of kindnefs, be thankful : it is 
more than has fallen to the fhare of tbou- 
fands, not lefs defer ving : it is full as much' 
^•y6u could, with any probability, expeft 
from thj bulk of mankind. PW the pe- 
culiarities of Friendfhip you muft look 
elfewhcrc : I mean, to the handful of fm- 
giilar fpirits whom Heaven has moulded 
of finer material?, and animated with apor- 
Cicn of its own fire. If from amonsift them 
rou can each of vou draw one, or two, or 
pjr;:dventure three, that (hall corrcfponJ 
to vour bell fentimcnts refpc(R:Ing this 
moft precious of earthly bleflings, you 
arc fortunate, you are happy intiecd ! 
Truft mc. Sirs, tke lottery of life does 
not abound with fuch prizes- — *■ If you 
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will not believe me, •'enquire, I pray 
. •' you, of former days ; afk of the genera- 

■ •* tions that are paft, fince the day that 

■ f * God created man upon the ea^th,'' whe- 
* ther, in all their long fucceffion, through 
' the mighty tra<9: of time from the begin- 

. ing till now, they have fecn many men 
who could boaft the poiTefSon of more than 
a few, a very few, well tried, thoroughly 

* : approved, truly fympathetic, and never 

: filing Bofom Friends i 
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